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S. CiosvKLt/ Frintery 
li»u Qm#<>« Strtnfi IhiHmrtl^ 



ADVERTISEMENT^ 

THESE Letters were written fVom tbt 
places and at the times with which they are 
datei^ by the eldejl fon cf the late Frefiient 
of the United States^ at that time American 
Minijler at Berlin^ to his brother Thomas 
Boyljion Adams ^ Efq. at Philadelphia. It 
will be evident on reading tbem^ that they 
were not originally intended for public viewi 
but the younger Mr. Adams ^ at the requefi 
of fome gentlemen of difiinguijbed tqfte to 
whom they werejhewn^ permitted them^ to be 
printed in the Port Folio, a mifcellaneous 
paper publijhed in the Tranfatlantic capital. 
From that work they are noiw^ for the firft 
time J colleSed, and are offered to the Britijb 
public as a faithful pi6iure of the intercfting 
province of Silefa^ by the hand of a gentle^ 
man, afcholar, and afiatefman. 

?aV Mitl]^ June 24, 1804* 
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PART THE FIRST: 



COMTAINIWe A 



JOURNAL OP A TOUR 



TUHOUGH 



S I Ij E S I *1^ 

yERSORMm IN TJffi LATTER PART OF THE YEAK 

1800, 

B? Mr. ADAMS. 

IN WHICH 

THE TpPOGEAPHY, THE AGRICULTURE, MANUPACTURE$, 
A^P COMMERCE, AND THE MORALS AND MANNERS 
OF THE PEOPLE OF THAT DUTCHY 4RE 
ACqURATELY PESCIUBED. 



TOUR 



I 



TBHOVGfi 



& I L E S I *4, 



LETTER I. 

Departure from Berlin — Frankfort on the 
Oder — !• Annual Fairs — Beet-Sugar — 
Jewijh Filthinefs — Univerjity — The Oder 
— Prince Leopold of Brunfwick — Kleiji^^ 
Mineral Waters — M. Schoening the Land^ 
rath — Canals-^Count Finkenjiein. 

Frankfort on the Oder, 20th July i8oo« 

-A^s J have befpokcn your company upon 
our journey into Silefia, I begin this letter at 
our firft refting ftation from Berlin. Hitherto 
we have indeed feen little fnorc than the 
Wfual Brandenburg fands, and perhaps you 

. B 
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2 TOUR THROUGH SILESIA. 

wHl find our tour as tirefome as we have 
found it ourfelves. I cannot promife you 
an amufing journey, though I hope it will 
prove fo to us* My letters to you on this 
tour will be in the form, and ferve -as the 
fubftitute^ of a journal . They will, of courfe, 
be fragments, written at" difRi*ent tim€S and 
places; nay, •perhaps, in different humours : 
therefore, make up your account to receive 
patiently all my tedioufnefs. 

On Thurfday the 1 7th inft. we left Berlin^^ 
juft after three in the morning, and arrived 
here at about nine the fame evening. The 
diftance is ten German miles and a quarter, 
which, you know, is a very long day's 
journey in this country. In the courfe of a 
few years it will be an eafy journey of eight 
hours ; for the prefent King, who has the 
very laudable ambition of improving the 
roads through his dominions, is now making 
a. turnpike road, like that to Potfdam, the 
whole way hither; as yet, not more |haQ 
one German mile of it is finilhed, and tho. 
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reft of the way is like that which, oa every 
fide, funounds the Tadmor of modern times* 
As we approach within a few miles of 
Frankfort the country becomes fomewhat 
hilly, and, of courfe, more variegated and 
pleafant than that near Berlin j but we could 
perceive little difierence in the downy foft« 
nefs of the ground beneath us, or in the 
needles of the pines within our view. Part 
of the country is cultivated, as much as it is 
fufceptible of cultivation j and here and there 
we could fee fcattered fpires of wheat, rye, 
barley, and oats, ihooting from the fands, 
like the hairs upon a head almofl bald. We 
came through few villages, and chofe few 
had a miferable appearance. A meagre com*- 
pofition of mud and thatch formed the 
cottages, in which a ragged and pallid race 
of beggars refide : yet we muft not be un« 
juft, and muft therefore confefs, that we 
pafled by one nobleman's feat which had the 
appearance of a handfome and comfortable 
houfe. 
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4 TOUB YMRauatt SILESIA. 

We arrivei heie juft io time to fee ^ kft 
dreg& of an anmial^^V, iiicb as joq have 
oftan (oon in the towns of Hottand, and as 
3rott Ibiow aie cuftomaiy' ki thofe of Ger- 
manf^ Here we heard great compbmts 
againft the minifler StmeRfee, for haviii|^ 
ruined the Tsdue oi the fair^ by ppohibitifig 
she fsde o£ fofeiga wooSen manufaduresv 
tl^ich have, heretofore, been the mod el&n-^ 
tial' articles of &le at this lair. This prohi* 
hition is for the fake of oicouraging the 
fln2uftula^iire& of this country, a principle 
which the government purfue- on all pofSble 
t)ccafions. They are no converts to the opi* 
rrions of Adam &nith and the French ccono- 
Tnifts, concerning the balance of trade, and 
always catch with dcKght at any thing 
which can prevent money from going out of 
the country. Of this difpofition we have 
feen a notable inftance in the attempts lately 
made here for producing fugar from beets ; 
of which, I beKeve, yo\i heard fomething 
while you were here, and about which much 
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has been faid and (kne £ncc dien« . At cue 

time we were afiur^d, b^ondall doubt, tbat 

« 

eiK mile fquaie of beets would fumifli fugar 
for the wfaok Pniflian domtnions. The 
queftton was Aibmitted to a cotnmittoe of 
the Academy of Scietices, who, after long 
exjimination and deliberation, reported, thati 
in truth, fugar, and even brandy, might be 
produced from beets, and in proo^fs of time 
might be obtained in great quantities i Imt 
that, for the prefent, it would be expedient to 
Gohtinue the ufe <^ fugars and brandiesi 
fuch as had been hitherto in ufe. Since thit 
report, we have heard little or nothing of beet<^ 
fugar. 

Fnmkfort is an old town, pledantly fitua« 
ted, and containing about 12,000 inhabit* 
ants, of which a fourth part are Jews.. It 
is, therefore, diftinguifhed by thoib peculi# 
arities which mark all European towns where 
a large propc»rtion of Ifraelites refkte, and to 
expieis which, I fuppofe^ refort muft be 
had to the Hebrew langu^ : the Ei^Uihi 
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6 TeUR THROUGn SILESIA. 

at leaft, is inadequate to it j for the word 
Jihb conveys an idea of fpotkfs purity in 
comparifon with Jewiih naftinefs. The gar-« 
riibn of the town confifts of one regiment* 
There is here, likewife, an univerfity i and 
by the introdudion of a letter from Berhn, 
we have become acquainted with two of the 
profefTors. The number of ftudents is less 
than two hundred % of whom one hundred 
and fifty are ftudents of law, ten or fifteen 
of divinity i and not more than two or three 
of medicine. The hbrary, the mufeum, 
and the botanical garden, the jirofefTors tell 
me, are all fo miferable, that they are afhamed 
to ihew them. 

The banks of the Oder, on one fide, are 
bordered with fmall hills, upon which, at 
ihort diftances, are little fummer-houfes with 
viney^ds % and at thefe, during fummer, 
many inhabitants of the town refide. On the 
other fide the land is flat, and the river is 
refirained from overflowing only by a large 
dyke^ which has been built fince the year 
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1785. At that time the river broke down 
the fmallerdyke, which had, until then, ex- 
ited » and overflowed the country to a con- 
fiderable extent • Prince Leopold of Brunf- 
wick, a brother of the prefent reigning 
Duke, was then colonel of the regiment in 
garrifon here, and loft his life in attempting 
to fave fome of the people whom the inun- 
dation was <:arrying away. You have pro- 
bably feen prints of this melancholy acci- 
dent, and there is an account of it in the laft 
editions of Moore's early Travels. There 
is a fmall monument ereded in honour of 
the Prince, upon the fpot where his body 
was found. It was done by. the freema- 
fons of this place, of which fociety he was 
a member ; but there is nothing remarkable 

in either the dfefign or the execution. There 
is, likewife, in the burying-ground, a little 
monument, or rather tombftone, to Kleift, 
one of the moft celebrated German poets, 
whom his countrymen call their Thomfom 
He was an officer in the fcrvice of Fiederick 
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8 TOUK THROUGH S^LESIA^ 

jthe Second 9 and was killed at the battle ot 
Gunerfdorf, a yilkge diAant only a couple 

of miles from this place. 

< 

Ju{{ at the gate of the town there is a 
fpiing oi mineral water, at which a bathing^^r 
haufe has been built, with accommodations 
for lodgers. This bath has been confider* 
shly frequented for fome years paft, and the 
phyficians of the. town fay that the waters 
are as good as thofe of Freyenwalde. I am 
willing to believe them as good as thofe of 
Toeplitz ; for my faith in mineral waters 
in general was not much increafed by the 
fuccefs of our tour there laft fummer. 

aid July, 

^till at Frankfort. We had left Berlin 
wifhput being fully aware of the precifc 
nature of the journey we had undertaken, 
jmd had not thought of providing furs aod 
>vinter clothing for a tour in the dog-days. 
But one of the profeffors, to whofe acquaint- 
gnce we havebeen introdi^iced^ at this place^ 
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had formerly gone the ikim journey ; and^ 
from his reprefentations* we have been induct- 
ed to fend back to Berlia for thick clothings 
and this ctrciunihince has prdionged our ftay 
here two days more than we at £rft intended* 
Yefterday we took a ride of three or four miles 
to the country^feat of a Mr. Schoening, the 
hniratb of the circle. The fun<^ion8 of his 
office are to colle<% the territorial taxes with-> 
in^ a certain diftridt called SLcirck^ which is 
a fubdivifion of the province. You know 
the importance and extent of this title of 
rath ox counfclhr^ in the conilitutions of the 
German Aates* It is a general nanoe^ defigr 
nating every officer in all the fubordinatc 
parts of the adminiflration ; and fometimes 
a merc honorary title, which Frederick the 
Second, by way of joke> pnce granted to a 
perfqn, ufon condition that he (hould never 
prefum^ to give any counfd: for the priiv- 
ciple upon which the name is founded is, 
tliat Aie perfon holding the title occafionally 
gives the King counfel, and the firft part of 
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it ufually deiignates the particular depart- 
ment in which he gives it. 

Mr. Schoening and his lady received us 
with great kindnefs and hofpitality. From 
the neighbourhood of their houfe, and on 
our return^ we had the pleafure of agreeable 
profpedks of the townt the river, md of the 
country beyond it ; though it has not much 
variety, nor any thing remarkably ftriking. 

Not far beyond Mr. Schoening^s houfe is 
a canal, joining the Oder to the Spree, by 
means of which a water conimunication is 
eilablifhed between the Baltic and the North 
Sea ; there is, likewife, a fimilar canal be- 
tween the Oder and the Viftula. Frederick 
the Second made feveral of thcfe jundlions of 
rivers during his reign, and fome had been 
made by his predeccffors. Their benefit in 
facilitating the intercourfe between the feve- 
ral parts of Germany, and, above all, with 
Poland, would be ftill greater than it is, if 
it were not counterad:ed by that mutual jea* 
Joufy which bars the paiTages between tho 
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dominions of neighbouring and rival fove- 
reigns. 

At a diftance of about two German miles 
from this, reiides Count Finkenftein of 
Madlitz, a fon of the venerable old^minifter 
of ilate, who died laft winter, and whofe 
kdy and daughters you have feen at Berlin* 
He was formerly prefident of the judicial 
tribunal at Cuilrin, but was difmifled by 
Frederick the Second, on the occafion of 
the miller Arnold's famous law-fuit : an in«- 
fiance in which the great King, fronti mere 
love of juftice, committed the greateft in- 
juftice that ever call a fhade upon his charac« 
ter. - His anxiety upon that occafion to 
prove to the world that in his courts of juf- 
tice the beggar ihould be upon the fame 
footing of right as the prince, made him 
forget that in fubilantial juftice the maxim 
ought to bear alike upon both fides, and that 
the prince fhould obtain his right as much as 
the beggar. Count Finkenftein, and feveral 
other JMdges of the court at Cuftrin, together 
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wkh the High Chancellor Fiirft, wctc all 
difmiiTed from their places for doing tfaeir 
(futy^ and perfifting in it contrary to the will 
of the King, who, fubflituting his id^as of 
natural equity in the place of the prelcrip* 
tions of pofitive law,, treated them with the 
utmofl feverity for condudt which ought t0 
have received his fulleft approbation. Since 
that time, Count Finkenftein has lived upon 
this eftate of his, cultivating his farm, and 
m the convcrfc of the Mufes ; we have 
not had an opportunity, during our ftay 
here, to vifit him, he and hi« family being 
at prefent abfent from his feat j but we are. 
told that no lands in the province arc in fa 
flour iihing a condition as his. The Count 
unites the purfuits of literature with tbofe 
of farming, and has lately publilhed a tranf- 
lation of Theocritus in German verfe. 

We propofe to continue our journey to-day 
as far as Croflcn. 

Yours ever. 
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LETTOR n. 
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Crofftn^—Grunherg — Wdollen Manujaclures 
— Af . Forjier— ^Cultivation of the Vine— 
Manners and Drefs — M. Anders — Garve 
— Difcontents at Frankfort-^Frey^adt--^ 
Count Kalkremth — Complimentary Vijit 

from the 7own^ojicer — Cbeapne/s of Fro* 

» 

vijions. 

. Granberg, 2gA July x8t>o« 

As I have ftipulated that you (hall periifc 
none of my letters written during this tour 
but with your map in hand, I need not tell 
you, perhaps, that this is the firft town we 
have reached after entering upon the borders 
of SiJefia. Its diftance from Frankfort is 
ten German miles ; we left that place yefter- 
day at one in the afternoon, and again expe- 
rienced, as we had done more than once 
Before, how impoHible it is to carry into 
cfftft the determination of not travelling in 
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the night. We were told at Frankfort, that 
we could cafily go from thence to Croflen 
in eight hours , and in four from our de« 
parture, thatis, at five in the afternoon, we 
had adtually come half way. There remained 
one ilage of three miles for us to perform, 
which, after waiting as ufual more than an 
hour to change our horfes, we were feven 
hours and a half in travelling ; fo that we 
reached Croflen at half paft one this morn- 
ing. We flopped there until feven, and 
then came the other four miles to this place, 
where we arrived between twelve and one 
at noon. The country through which we 
came is the exad counterpart of that between 
Frankfort and Berlin, or that between Ber- 
lin and Hamburgh ; only , if poflible, deeper 
fands, narrower roads, ^nd the mofe fre- 
quent fliock of pine-tree boughs over- 
hanging the way. It is truly the abomina« 
tion of defolation. Well might Frederick 
the Second confider the foil of his ancient 
patrimony as an objection to the maxim that 
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God created nothing but what was deilined 
to fomc purpofe. ** Sand,'* faid the old 
King to Zimmercnann, *' I have always 
been puzzled to know for what purpofe 
God created fand/' 

This town contains about feven thoufand 
inhabitants, who derive their fubfiflence 
from; two fources, from the manufai^uring 
of broad-cloth, and from the cultivation of 
the vine. The firfl is canied on in a manner 
which it fhould feem might ferve as an ex- 
ample for our own country. Here is no 
large capitaliil at the head of an extenfive 
manufa&ure, ' and employing at wages- 
which will fcarcely keep foul and body 
together, a large number of workmen whofc 
labours only contribute tq accumulate his 
enormous wealth ; but here are between fix 
and feven hundred looms^ which fumiih 
comfortable fubfiflence to as many families. 
The wool is partly raifed in the neighbours- 
hood and partly imported from Poland* 
There are feveral fulling-mills which belong 



to f Ac guild or corp^tian of the ftamrfac- 

WiTTS, znd Mre uled in common by them all j 

but the fpinnwg, ^^ cardidg, the dying, 

the weaving, the drying, the prcffing, the 

napping, in ihort the whole procefs, from 

the fhearing of the fleece to the fale of the 

cloth for the taylor, is performed by each 

ieparate manufadturer for himfelf. It is 

pof!ible, for I cannot difpute the principles 

of Adam Smith refpefting the divifion of 

labour^ that by the feparation of all thefc 

fingfe operations the fame quantity of in- 

» 

duftry might produce a greater quantity df 
manufadlured materials, but it is very 
doubtful whether it would produce a cona- 
petent fubfiftence for fo many individuals* 
Where the fyftem of fubdividing labour ad 
infinitum is eftablifhed, each individual 
workman is but an infinitefimal fragment of 
a vaft body. One man, ten men, fifty men, 
combining all their faculties together, can- 
not produce any thing: unlpfs there is a 
manufadture upon an immenfe fcale, there 
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can be iione at alL The iingle workman is 
thus placed altogether dependant on the 
great capitalift, and muft of courfe become 
his drudge. Thus hundreds of laborious 
men will be compelled to groan and fweat 
under a weary life, for the fake of adding 
thoufands more to the thoufands of one mer« 
fhant. But where all the operations for the 
produdion of a manufadlured work can be 
performed by one man, or by a fmall num- 
bcr of men, each iingle workman will be 
of more confe<)uence in himfelf , more inde- 
pendent of his employer, and more certain 
of fubfiftence; the profits of manufadluring 
will be diflributed in fmaller portions, and 
to greater numbers ; there will be lefs accu^ 
mulation and more circulation of wealth. 

The moft coniiderable manufadturer here 
is a Mr. Forfter, and he only poflefles and 
ufes the machines for fpinning and carding 
wool which are employed in the Englifh 
manufactures, and are well known in Ame- 
rica. We went to fee thefe machines in 
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opecatron, and thcjr w^e (liewa us by Mr. 
Forftery not only with g^reat eomplaifance, 
hut with iniich apparmt pleafurb ; he was 
delighted at the fight of a native Aiherican^ 
the Br^ whom he had ever fettk.^ This 
country in general is feldbm vifited by 
fkangers, and ia fuch countries ftrangers 
are always treated with the utmoft attention 
a¥id hofpjtality • Many years ago I had ex- 
perience of this in Sweden; and the farther 
we now remove from Berlin the more we 
become fenfible of it upon thi^ road* They 
make in this town about 25,000 pieces of 
broad cloth annually, of four different qua- 
lities; the fineft is to all appearance as hand- 
fome as the Englilh broad-cloth, which we 
commonly wear for coats, and is about fifty 
per cent, ciirapcr. Mr. Forfter told me it 
would give him great plcafure to fend fome ' 
of his cloths- to America, and i have no 
doubt but that a merchant who would fpecu- 
late upon them from our country, would 
find his account very well in it ; they now 
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fehd them to Pokndy Ruflia» Hamburgh, 
and Berlin.^ 

Their wine is a much more precarious 
iburce of prc^t than their* broad-cloths 
irhe whole country furrounding the town is 
dad with vines, and ih favourable years 
they laifc wine enough, not only for their 
own confumption, but hkewife large quan« 
titles for exportatioi>. But Bacchus loves to 
bade in warmer climates than thefe; a hard 
winter kills the vines, and others mud be 
planted at a coniiderablt expenfej if they 
• bloflbm too early, they are nipped by the 
froftj if too late, their liquor turns to vine- 
gar: a cold night late in the fpring, or early 
in the autumn, is enough to cut off half their 
vintage; and upon the whole, the labour 
and expenfe they beftow upon this fruit are 
all thrown into a lottery, which has feveral 
blanks to a prize. A'ftranger however can- 
not be furprifed that they (hould hazard fo 
much upon the grape when he it^^ the land 
upon which it is planted. It is the only 
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way in which Nature can he^e be forced to 
yic^d aiiy thing. 

I have already obferved to you that we 
perceive the manners of the people here to 
differ from thofc to which we have been 
accuftomed at Berlin. It extends only in a 
flight degree to the drefs of the women, 
which is remarkable for a fort of fillet or 
diadem of black velvet, bordered on both 
fides with gauze or lace, which they wear 
round the head, and which has a pretty cf- 
< fe^. There is likewife a great fimplicity 
in their drefs ; and the coftume of thofe who 
are in circumftances of wealth or competence, 
differs from that of the poorer clafs only, in 
the finenefs of the clothes they wear. Mrs. 
Forfter, the wife of the gentleman I have 
tnentioned to you, was thus dreifed, in a 
Ihort jacket and petticoat, with a white 
apron, and handed us cakes and wine for 
refrefhment herfelf, which both (he and her 
hufband urged us to take, with great kind- 
nefs and cordiality. He himfelf appears to 
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be much of a politician, and reads the newf- 
paper very conftantly. The national feel- 
ings, averfion againil Auflria, and good- 
will to France, were very perceptible in his 
converfation, and in that of another gentle- 
man to whom I had brought a letter; but 
they both fpoke with great applaufe of the 
Americans, for having perfevered in fup- 
porting their fyftem of neutrality during 
the war. Nothing was more true, faid 
Mr, Forller, than the old proverb, Frieiie 
nuferi^ und krieg vtrzebrf^^{Fc2LCC blooms^ 
and war confumes) • I faw nothing in 
either of thefe perfons that difcovered any 
tindure of the new philofophy; on the 
contrary, Mr. Anders, who is a man of 
information and letters, expreffed himielf a 
great admirer of that philofophy which is 
eafily applied to the purpofes of life; and 
with diflike of that which is merely fpe- 
culative, and finds no end, ''in wandering 
mazes loft.*' Upon this ground, he declared 
bis preference of Garve to Kant^ as a philo^^ 
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ibpher. Garve was a GeriAan writer, who 
died about two years ago at Breflau ; he is 
highly celebrated as far as his language ex« 
tends, though his fame has not yet been 
bkzoned fo widely abroad as that of Kant, 

His writings arc chiefly upon topics of mo* 
rality, which he has promoted by his own 
works, and by tranflations both from the 

Latin and Englifli, from that moft admira^ 
ble monument of ancient genius and wif» 
dom, Cicero's Trcatife de Officiis, and from 
the modern but valuable book of Dr. Paley. 
In the manners and converfation of thefe 
perfons, upon the whole, we found afrank- 
nefs, a cordiality, and good nature truly 
republican, or which at leaft 1 love to con- 
fider as fuch. They fpeak with opennefs and 
freedom of their own government, w<hich 
they praife and blame according as they 
think it deferves. I told you in my laft 
letter of the fymptoms of diflatisfailiort wt 
had feen at Frankfort. The merchants and 
traders were difcontented at being deprived 



of the principal profits of their fair ; and the 
nobility at having been fubje^cd to ahcavjr 
excife upon fmali wines and beer, from 
which they had always been e^t^mpted by 
privileges which they fay the King at his ac* 
ccflion fwore to maintain. Here the nobi^, 
Kty and the towns were difpJeafed, that the 
King fhould have taken the homage of Si* 
led a by a mere deputation from the States 
to Berlin ; and think he ought to have taken 
h folemnly at Breflau. as his father and Fro- 
derick the Second had done. Some .of the 
towns in particular claim it as an exprefs 
privilege, to do homage no where but at 
Breflau ; and the province in general thought 
itfelf flighted by the omiilton «f the cere- 
mony. 

As we are here not far from the borders of 
Poland, or what they now call South Pruf- 
iia, we alio hear fomething of the adminif- 
tration in that country which is not without 
cenfure. Numerous officers have been 
placed there, who treat the Poles too much 
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as a conquered people, and induftrioufly 
labour to render galling that yoke which 
every principle of good policy would rather 
induce them to alleviate, 

Freyftadt, a4thjtfly. 

We came here this morning from Griin- 
berg, ftri king out of the great road to Breflau, 
which we (hall not vifit, at Icaft for the 
prcfent j and in order to get into the great 
road to Hirfchberg, and the mountains 
which we had left at Croflen in order to pais 
through Griinberg. I had a letter for a Count 
Kalkreuth, whorefides here, whofe grounds 
are faid to be Jaid out with great taHe and 
elegance in the Englifh manner, and who 
has a remarkably fine library; but upon ar- 
riving here we find that the Count is abfent, 
and will not return for fevcral days. But 
this town being out of the ordinary pofl:- 
rbad, we could not procure horfes to proceed 
until to-morrow morning, and muft recon- 
cile ourfelves to remain here the reft of the 



TOUR THROUGH SILESIA. 



>5 



day. This circumfiance, though not the 
moft agreeable in itfelf, has enabled us to 
make a difcovery of our own confequence, 
which will make you fmile at leaft, though 
I hope you will not laugh aloud at our ex* 
penfe. Know then that a town*officer has 
this afternoon come formally in the name of 
the magiilrates, and of the whole town, to 
compliment us upon our arrival here; to 
offer us all the fervices in their power^ and 
to exprefs their high fatisfadion at poileil^ 
ing within their walls, &c« &c. &c.i for 
the good gentleman ^s eloquence was ib 
highly rhetorical, that but for the high re. 
fpt6t I owe the magiftrates of the town, I 
ihould have been flrcMigly reminded of the 
firft adventure of Gil Bias when he fet 
out upon his travels. Yet this compariiba 
would have been alike unjuftand ungrateful^ 
as the compliment in this cafe was truly fin- 
cere. The worthy officer, inilead of eating 
our fupper and then giving us a leiTon of 
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modcQj, has added to his comjdmient the 
prefent of a ba&ct of fine fniit. 

A <irciHnftafice which cannot efcape the 
obiervation of a ftrang^, on entering Sik« 
fia from the ^edofale, is aa immediate and 
eflcntial change with refpcGt to the articles of 
provifion at the public houfes; they improve 
in quality, and at the hmc time are at much 
lower prices. We find at the inns a printed 
paper pofted on the door of ereiy apartment, 
and marking the regulated prices for every 
item <^ entertainment, which the innkeepers 
cannot exceed. We had juft been paying a 
tk>Ilar each for very bad dinners at Fxankfort, 
and at Griinberg were charged only one 
third as much for -very good ones. The 
other charges were all in the fame propor- 
tion. This fa^t is wonh mentioning, be- 
caufe it teods to prove how well fitted this 
province is to be a maniifa<fturing country. 



Yours afFedlionately. 
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LETTER III. 

Mif^ry of the PeafantS'^Sprotau — Clotb 
MauufaBory^^Convent and Church of St. 
Mary Magdalen — Enmity between the Ca^ 

m 

tholics and ProteJiants^-'Fotteries—Ex^ 
traordinary Ingenuity of Jacob the Car^ 
penter and Huttig the Weaver. 

Bunzlan, 26th July i€oo« 

Yesterday morning early we took our 
departure from Freyftadt, and came to this 
place, a diftance of eight German miles^ 
five of which are in a fingle ftage from 
Sprotau hither. The face of the country has 
vifibly and greatly improved as we came 
along; and although we ftill had to wade 
through feveral miles of fands, more or lefs 
deep, we were frequently relieved by patches 
of good roads, and by beautiful fields of 
wheat, rye, barley^ oats, and efpecially flax^ 
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which appeared in a highly flourifhing, con- 
dition. As it happens to be juft now the 
harveft-timc, we pailed many groups of 
reapers, a iight which would have aflfbrded 
vs more fatisfadtion had we not known that 
they were far from gathering the bounties of 
the feafon for themfelves, and had they not, 
by frequently foliciting our charity, proved 
the wretchednefs of their condition. We 
travelled through Saxony, a part of the 
March, and a corner of Bohemia, laft year 
at this time, and then we alfo met many 
companies of reapers ; we faw feveral laft 
week as we came from Berlin, but we never 
before beheld them beg. Since we entered 
Silefia, yefterday and the day before, cer- 
tainly more than twenty times, as we palTed 
by troops of peafants of both fexes who 
were gathering the harveft, a woman from 
among them, and fometimes two or three, 
ran from the fields to our carriage with a 
little bunch of flowers tied up with fomc ears 
of the grain which they were gathering. 
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aad threw them into the carriage at the win^ 
dows^ by way of begging for a dreyer or 
half a grofli. The reafon of this is, becaufc 
die condition of the peafant in Silefia is 
much worfe than in the Electorate. For 
although perfonal fervitude exifts alike in 
both provinces, yet the forf in the March is 
never compelled to labour for his lord, niore' 
days than there are. In Silefia he is often 
obliged to furniih ten days work in a week : : 
judge then, after the man and his wife have 
both laboured five days in feven for the lord, 
what fort of a fubfiftence they can earn in 
the remaining two (one of which is a Sun* 
day) for themfelves. 

There is fo little travelling through this 
country, that unlefs poft-horfes are beip6ken 
beforehand they muft be waited for^ until 
they can be brought in by fome peafant from 
the fields. Thus we were obliged to flop 
yefterday three hpurs at Sprotau,and, to em« 
ploy the time, went round the town to fee 
whatever it contained remarkable. It is a 
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fmall pkce, with about two thoufand inht« 
bitants, one third gf whom are Catholics* 
It ftands upon the B&ber^ a fmall branch of 
the Oder, which likewife runs through thk 
town, but is too fh^low to ht navigable^ 
and only ferves at Sprotau to give motioa 
to a number of corn-mills and fulling-mills^ 
which we faw fully employed. The cnanu* 
factory of broad-cloth is likewife carried on 
at Sprotau I at Freyftadt, and indeed in all 
the towns in this part of Silefia, though in 
none of them, excepting Goldberg, to fo 
great afi extent as at Grunberg. 

In Sprotau there is a convent of nuns, ^ 
dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen, who not 
being fo liberal in their open intercourfe with 
our ibx as their great patroncfs, could not 
be vifited by «r^. 

We went over the Catholic church, which 
joins upon the nunnery^ and is alike dedi- 
cated to Mary Magdalen. Of the pidlures 
hung round the church and the altar-pieces, 
thofe which reprefent her were alone tole* 
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rsible. There was an image modelled upon 
th^ famous one of our Lady at Loretto» 
which Buonaparte took the liberty of fend- 
ing to Paris about four years ago* The 
Tooik remarkable thing which I favv in the 
church was a paper pofted up on the inner 
fide of a confeflional, written in Latin, and 
COJitaining a lift of the fins to which the or- 
dinary prieft was forbidden to grant abfolu- 
tion^ as being expreffly referved for the coYi- , 
fideration of the holy father himfelf. I ex- 
pe<^ed to have found at leaft fome heinous 
crimes upon the lift ; but unlefs the murder 
of a prieft may be confidered as of that de- 
nomination, there was not one. The of- 
fences were, burying an heretic in holy 
ground, reading the books of the heretics 
without a fpecial licenfe, refufing to pay 
tithes, and about a dozen others, all of the 
f;*me Itarnp, and all having fome reference 
to the papal authority. Obferve particularly, 
that the unpardonable crime of reading he- 
retical books is expreffed in terms fo vague 
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and comprehcnfive (libros bereticorum)^ that 
they may be conftrued by the prieft to mean 
almoft any books he pleafes ; and this paper 
is publicly pofted in a country where the 
Catholics themfelves are but a tolerated iedt, 
the fubjeds of a Proteftant fovereign. It 
is poflible indeed that the reftraints of the 
Romifh church upon its followers may be 
more rigorous and more public in fuch a 
country than where its authority is unquef-* 
tioned and unoppofed. Silefia was originally 
under the Auftrian government a Catholic 
province; at this time about one half of its 
inhabitants ftill adhere to that religion j and 
although the fteady maxims of the Pruffian 
government, and ftill more the revolutions 
of time and opinio|is, have powerfully ope- 
rated to introduce A fpirit of mutual forbear- 
ance, if not harmony, there is perhaps no 
part of Europe where the root of bitternefs 
between the two parties is yet fo deep, and, 
cleaves with fuch ftubbornnefs to the ground, 
'4& here. The Catholics hate the Proteftants 
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the more» for having, now, fcaxtt and tm- 
lunited liberty in their worihip ; and the 
Proteftants envy the Catholics the privileges 
they ftill retain, and which the Pruffian go- 
vernment has bound itfelf to preferve. Mn 
ZoUoer, who publiihed a tour through 
Silefia, made in the year i77i» and from 
whom I draw much of the information I 
give you, fays, that it is common here for 
a Catholic to exhibit, before a Lutheran j udgc^ 
a complaint againft another Catholic, for 
calling him a Lutheran, and requiring fStif- 
fadtion for what he confiders as the blacked 
flander that could be caft upon him. 

About half way between Sprotau and this 
place we firft came in fight of the moun^ 
tains to wards, which we are travelling, and 
from which we are ftill about forty of our 
miles diftant. 



Uirfphberg, 27th July, Sunday, 

Before I give you an account of our jour- 
ney hither, I muft fay fomcthing of what 
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we faw yeflerday at Bunzlau ; and which I 
had not time to tell you , before we continued 
our journey. 

The principal manufadtory of Bunzlau is 
in pottery ; particularly of (hofe brown cof- 
iee^potfe and milk-pots , of which you have 
feen many at the inns of Berlin, and through 
the Eleidtorate. Of thcfe potters there are at 
Bunzlau ^ nine, each of whom employs fix 
or eight workmen. We faw them make fede- 
ral large pots, fuch as are commonly ufed to 
hoRi butter. From a cubic mafs of clay, 
about a foot thick, they form, in about five 
minutes, the pot, by merely moulding it 
with the hand, while it whirls round upon 
a fort of circular bench, placed before the 
workmen. We could not, however, Ifay 
long to fee them, for they work in the fame 
room where the ovens are heated to bake 
the pots, and its warmth was to us intole- 
rable. In the yard of this pottery there is 
a pot of prodigious fize, made about half a 
century ago, which contains nearly fifty 
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bufhels. It is about twdve feet highj is 
hooped like a barrel, which it refembles ia 
form, and is kept in a houfe built purpofel^ 
for it* The Germans appear to have a par- 
ticular prediledion for things of enormous 
dimenfions in their kind j the tuns of HeideU 
berg and Konigftein, and this pot, ferve as 
exaniples to (hew how much ^2^ enters into 
their ideas of the fublime. 

But the greateft curioiities of Bunzlau 
are two mechanical geniules by the name of 
Jacobs and of Huttig, a carpenter, and a 
weaver, who are next-door neighbours to 
each other. The firil has made a machine, 
in which, by the tneans of certain clock- 
work, a number of puppets^ about fix inches 
high, are made to move upon a kind of ftage, 
fo as to rcprefent in feveral fucceffive fcenes 
the paffion of Jefus Chrift. The firft ex- 
hibits him in the gard^i at prayer, while the 
three apoftles are fleeping at a diftatKre. In 
•the laft he is (hewn dead in the fepulchre, 
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guarded by two Roman foldiers. The in- 
tervening fcenes reprefent the treachery of 
Judas, the examination of Jefus before Caia- 
phas, the dialogue between Pilate and the 
Jews concerning him, the. denial of Peter, 
the fcourging, and the crucifixion. It is all 
accompanied by a mournful dirge of mufic j 
and the maker, by way of explanation, re. 
peats the paflages of Scripture which relate 
the events he has undertaken to ihew. I 
never faw a ftronger proof of the ilrength of 
the impreflion of obje As, which are brought 
immediately home to the fenfes. I have 
heard and read more than one eloquent fer- 
mon upon the paffion; but I confefs, none 
of their moft laboured efforts at the pathetic 
ever touched my heart with* one half the 
force of this puppet-fhpw^ The traitor's 
kifs, the blow flruck by the high priefl:*s 
fervant, the fcourging, the nailing to the 
crofs, tKe fpunge of vinegar, every indig*- 
nity offered, and every pairi inflidled, occa- 
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iioned a feafation^ when thus made percep- 
tible to the eye, Mrhich I had never felt at 
mere defcription. . 

Httttig the weaver, with an equal, or 
fuperior mechanical genius, has applied it 
in a diflerent manner, and devoted it to geoi^ 
graphical, aftronomical, and hiilorical pur« 
fuits. In the intervals of his ieifure from 
the common weaver's work, which affords 
him fubfiflence, he has become a very learn- 
ed man. The walls of his rooms ate cover- 
ed with maps and drawings of his own^ re« 
prefenting, here the courfe of the Oder, with 
all the towns and villages through which it 
runs; there the mountains of Switzerland^ 
and thofe of Silefia, over both of which 
he has travelled in perfon. In one room he 
has two very large tables, one raifed above 
the other ; on cme of them he has ranged all 
the towns and remarkable places of Germany, 
and, on the other, of all Europe ; they are 
.placed according to their refpe(ftive geo- 
graphical bearings • The names of the towns 

i>3 



38 TOUR THROVOB SILESIA.* 

are written on a fmall fquare piece of paper^ 
and fixed in a flit on the top of a peg» which 
is ftuckr into the table. The retnarkable 
mountains are fhewn by fmall pyramidical 
black ftones, and little white pyramids are 
ilationed at all the fpots which have been 
diftinguiflied by any great battle or other rc» 
markable incident. The man himfelf, in 
explaining his work, fliews abundance of 
learning, relative to the ancient names of 
places, and the former inhabitants of the 

countries to which he points ; and amufed us 

« 

with anecdotes of various kinds, conniedsd 
with the lands he has marked out. Thus, in 
ihewing us the Alps, he pointed to the fpots 
over which the French army of referve fo 
lately pafTed, and where Buonaparte fo for- 
tunately efcaped being taken by an Auilrian 
officer i and then he gave us a ftiort com- 
ment of his own upon the charadcr and ex* 
traordinary good fortune of the Firft Gonful. 
In ^ fecond room he has a large machine, 
reprefcnting the Copernican fyftem of the 
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univerfe : it is made in fucfa, a manner, as 
that the whole firmament of fixed flars moves 
round our folar fyflem once in every twenty- 
four hours, and thus always exhibits the 
ilars, in the exadt pofition» relative to our 
earth, in which they really fitand. Inter- 
nally, he has Rationed all the planets which 
belong to our fyftem, with their feveral fatcl- 
lites, and all the comets that have been ob- 
ferved during the laft three centuries* In a 
third room he has another machine, exhi- 
biting in different parts the various phafes of 
the moon, and thofe of Jupiter's fatellites, 
the apparent motion of the fun round the 
earth, and the real motion of the earth round 
the fun. 

In his garret he has anc^er work, upon 
which he is yet occupied, and which being 
his laft labour, feems to be that in which 
he takes the mofl delight. Upon a very 
large table, fimilar to that in the firfl room, 
he has inlaid a number of thin plates of 
wood, formed fo as to reprefent a projeiftion 
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of the earth upon Mercator's plan. All the 
intervals between the plates of wood defig- 
nate that portion of the world which is 
covert with water. He has ufed a number 
of very finall ropes of two colours, drawn 
over the furface in fuch a manner as to de- 
fcribe the tracks of all the celebrated cir- 
cumnavigators of the globe. The colours 
of the ropes diftinguiOi the feveral voyages 
from each other. To three of thefe great 
adventurers, who he thinks claim efpecial 
pre-eminence above the reft, Columbus, 
Anfon, and Cook, he has (hewn a fpecial 
honour by three little models of lhip$, bear* 
ing their, names, which are placed upon the 
furface of his ocean, in fome fpot of their 
refpe<3:ive courfcs. The names of all the 
other voyagers, and the times at which jtheir 
voyages were performed, are marked by 
papers fixed at the points of their departure. 
Such is the imperfedl defcription I can give 
you from a fliort view of the labours of this 
ireally curious man. He mUft be nearly, or 
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quite feventy years oId» and has all his life- 
time been of an infirm conftitution. But 
this tafte for the fciences, he told us, was 
hereditary in his family, and had been com- 
mon to them all, from his great«grandfather 
down to himfeif. His drefs and appearance 
were thofe of a common weaver : but his 
expreilive countenance, at once full of enthu- 

« 

iiaftic fire and of amiable good^nature, was 
a model, upon which Lavater might expa- 
tiate with exultation. The honeft and in* 
genious weaver, on our taking leave, made us 
fmile by exclaiming, that now, if he could 
but have a traveller from Africa come to fee 
his works, he could boaft of having had 
vifitors from all the four quarters of. the 

globe. 

Yours, &c. 
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LETTER IV. 

Orphan^boufe at Bunzlau — Opitz — Lowen^ 
berg — Hirfchberg — Beauty of the Country 
— T^he Opera of Riibenzahl. 

Hirfchberg, aSth July i8oQ» 

The narrow dimenfions of my paper com* 
pdled me to break off my laft letter, before 
I bad finiihed giving you an account of all 
we had feen in ' the forenoon we flayed at 
Bunzlau :^ yet I had little more to fay } for 
cur vifit at the orphan-houfe, which is, at 
the fame time, a public fchool, fcarcely de* 
ferves mentioning. We faw there nothing 
but a chapel and a dining-hall, in which 
there were about thirty boys at dinner : but 
the prefent being vacation-time, many of 
the children, and moft of the inftru<aors, arc 
abfent, Befides which, the inflitution itfelf, 
we were told, is much upon the decline, and, 
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inilead of two hundred youths, who for« 
merly were educated there, can now fcarceljr 
number fifty. There is alfo a convent of 
Dominicans at Bunzlau, which now con* 
fiils only of three monks, and which had 
nothing worthy of being fecn. Before wc 

leave the town, -it may not be amifs tp tell 

« 

you, that it was the birth-place of Opitz^ 
who, though he lived lefs than a century 
ago, is confidered as the £rther of Germao 
poetry, and whom they call the Swan ofBoier^ 
as the Englifh call Shakfpeare the Swan of 
Avon. You would not imagine the name 
of Boier calculated to found v^ry melodi- 
CHifly in poetical ditties; nor is the petty 
flream itfelf of a nature to infpire the moft 
lofty llrains : yet, to the ears of Germans, 
there is nothing harfli or ludicrous in the 
found of Bober ; and to their minds nothing 
can be more delicious than the verfe of Opitz, 
After devoting one morning to the fight 
of the curiofitics of which I have now given 
you an account, at noon we purfued our 
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journey hither, and arrived here the fame 
night between ten and eleven. At Lowen- 
berg, the only ftage between Bunzlau and 
this, we were again detained two hours to 
procure poft*horfes, and met the captain of 
a company in garrifon at the place, who had 
been in America, among the troops of the 
Duke of Brunfwick, and was taken prifoner 
with General Burgoyne at Saratoga. He re- 
turned to Europe foon after, and has been 
twenty years in the fervice of Pruffia. Tran- 
(lent and accidental as this meeting was, he 
treated us with great civility, and offered us 
an apartment in his houfe to fpend the night, 
in cafe we (hould not get horfes in time to 
come on the fame evening hither. 

For the fix German miles from Bunzlau 
here, we feemed tranfported into a different 
world from that in which we had travelled 
through the Eledlorate. Turnpike roads as 
fine as any in England ; a continual inter- 
change of hill and dale, exhibiting an end- 
lefs variety of lovely profpefts ; frequent 
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and confiderable villages and country-feats ; 
fields: covered with luxuriant harvefts ; oaks 
rearing their majeflic heads to the clouds, 
and ftreams meandering through meadows » 
which, five times in a feafon, fhoot up their 
fertility in defiance of the fcythe : fuch is 
the fcene for which we have exchanged pine* 
trees and fands. 

Nothing can be more beautiful than the 
fituation of Hirfchberg itfelf j an hand- 
fomely built town, with a number of noble 
edifices, fituated in a valley, furrounded by 
hills, more or lefs elevated, on every fide ; 
with the fublime gloom of the Giant Moun- 
tains as the back-ground of the fcene. Yet 
we have not had an opportunity fully to 
enjoy its beauties ; the darknefs of the night, 
when we arrived, having intercepted the 
charming profpedt which the city prefents 
to the approaching traveller. We found it 
very difiicult the firfl: night to procure a place 
to lodge in ; the town being, at this time. 
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full of company, owing to the vicinity of 
the baths at Wiarmbninn, which are much 
frequented for two months from the middle 
of June. 

Yefterday, being Sunday, we had not an 
opportunity of feeing any of the manufac-«> 
tures. We went in the afternoon to the Ca-» 
tholic church ; a large and ancient building, 
gaudily, but not richly decorated within. 
The piAures were all indifierent, excepting 
the great altar-piece, which reprefented the 
afcenfion of Chrift, and appeared to be in a 
better ftyle than the reft ; though I could not 
approach near enough to examine it accu- 
rately. When we went into the church the 
clergyman was catechifing fome children; 
and afterwards I obferved, that the fervicc 
was chiefly performed in German. The 
organ was bad, or very badly played. 

In the evening we went to the play, 
where we faw an opera, called Ruben^ahl, 
performed for the firfl: time here. This 
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Rubenzahl is a perfonage. fo important upon 
the Silefian mountains, that you would per« 
haps be glad to have ibme account of him; 
but as yet I knoW nothing farther of him 
than what ZoUner tells. He fays, that it 
was formerly a general belief among the 
mountaineers^ that on the higheft fummit of 
the mountains there refided a giant genius, 
named Riibenzahl ; a very capricious fort of 
fpirity who aiTumed at pleafure the ihape of 
a wolf, or a bird ; a monk, or a bear ; a 
huntfman, or a goat ; a ferpent, or a wifp 
of ftraw : who would often offer himfelf as 
a guide to the traveller, and, according as 
he happened to take his fancy, guide him 
faithfully, and make him handfome prefents 
at parting, or lead him into fwamps or wil- 
derneffes, and then leap upon a tree, and 
burft out into a horfe-laugh at the perplexity 
of his miferable dupe : that he had a won- 
derful facility at raifing inftantaneous fnow- 
ftorms, or thunder-ftorms, according as his 
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fit of caprice happened to be cold or hot ; 
and that nothing gave him fo great of&nce as 
to hear his name fpoken. Hence, the pea- 
iants, who frequented what they confidered 
as his dominions, ufed to call him Mr. John, 
or the Giant Lord, or the Great Mountain 
God ; that they might not incur his difplea- 
fure by pronouncing his name. But, fince 
a chapel has been built upon the fpot of his 
abode, poor Riibenzahl has been obliged to 
fly, and nobody knows what has become of 
him : at leafl, it is certain, that fince that 
period, now nearly one hundred and forty 

« 

years, he has not been feen. I was very 
well pleafed, that his firft re-appearance 
fhould be upon the ftage at Hirfchberg, ex- 
aftly at the time of our arrival ; but he muft 
have loft much of his power, as well as of 
his malice, fince he has been upon his travels, 
for he had nothing gigantic in his appearance 
laft night. His coftume was very much like 
that of Hamlet, prince of Denmark, upon 



the London theatres i and the only fymptom 
of magic about it was a white fafh, with a 
few ftrange figures iitpotr it, which might 
eafily be taken for the riband of an order. 
L. faid, he looked lik^ any thtng &ut 4 
genius. 

Yoiirs, &c« 
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LETTER V. 

J^xcurjtons arming the Hills in the Neigif^ 
bourbood of Uirfcbberg — T^heir romantic 
Beauties dcfcribed. 

Hirfchberg, 28th July 1800. 

Vr HEN I exa(5led, as a preliminary to your 
perufal of thefe letters, that you fhould 
always take a map of Silefia in your hand 
(for without it you will find them ftill more 
tedious than I am afraid they will prove at 
the belt), I was not aware that I ought like- 
wife to infift upon your having a like re- 
courfe to a map of ancient Greece. For who 
would have imagined, at the utmoft extre- 
mity of Germany, to be tranfported in an 
inflant upon the mountain of Helicon ? yet 
thither has been, this day, our afternoon's 
excurfion. An ingenious and learned gen- 
tleman of this town, who unites a fondnefs 
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for the beauties of nature with a tafte for the 
improvements of art, knd equally converfant 
with the claffical geography of ancient times; 
and the deb'ghtful fcenes that furround the 
place of his own reiidence, has given the 
name of Helicon to a hill in the neighbour* 
hood of this town, from a refemblance which 
he fuppofed to exift between their refpeiflive 
fituations. I can fear cely believe that the 
real Helicon ever exhibited any thing more 
beautiful and majeflic than the fcenes of its 
Silefian namefake; and indeed any mind 
fufceptible to the harmony of founds will 
moft readily confent to change the name of 
Hjrfchberg for that of Thefpiae; of the 
Bober, for the Thermeffus ; of the Backer- 
brunnen, and the Merkelbrunnen, for the ' 
Hippocrene and Aganippe, The mountain 
itfelf, like its original, is covered with a 
wild and venerable foreft of trees on o.ie 
fide, and with the profufeft bounties of Ceres 
on the other. To increafe the refemblance, 
in ar fort of fpiral road, winding up the hill, 

£ 2 
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St Ucde difknoes ftom each other^ niches 
fatve bora opened in the woods, at fpots 
irhich peiient the moft delightful and varied 
firofpedis, and eadi niche is devoted to one 
i)f the Mu&s, with applicable infcriptions^ 
quoted from the Greek and Roman poets^ 
At the top o£ the hill is a fmall temple of 
ApoUo ; and in the niche of Terpfichore a 
fquare floor is laid down upon a plot of 
ground levelled for the purpofe, fuppofed to 
be appropriated to a dance of the Graces i 
round the iloor are pladed in a femicircle 
nine benches, as feats for the Mufes, who 
are to pafs judgment ufon the dance. All 
this is fanciful, and to a lover of claflical 
antiquity peculiarly pleafant, as it forms a 
chain for the aflbciation of ideas all highly 
delightful, though from fuch different 
fburces, as required the foul of a poet to 
bring them together. While the fpedkator is 
tranfported with the view of fomc of the 
£iireft profpeds that the face of the earth 
can boafl of, to call at the fame inilant to 



lis recolIeAion thofe exquifite enj<^ment« 
which the. idea of fcenes from anciem Grceca 
muft afford to every liberal zod cultivated 
mindt is to adminifter a fort of imcUedual 
luxury which difcovers an unconnn^n (a:iii« 
Vility for wh^t is truly beautiful, and tb« 
bigheft refinement of tade. Unfortunately, 
other people, with blunter fenies and )efs ip^ 
genuity, have been induced by this example 
to i£nd reiemblances and build tei»pks« with*^ 
out perceiving the neceHky of copnciiuon an4 
coniiftency in a fiifUoq like this, and bav4 
given the n4me of Gibraltar to a hcM pro« 
je4^ing rock in the midft of this mounl^iii 
of the Mufes. The fpot offers^ indeed^ a 
mpft enchanting profpeift. CMe bef<»re th« 
%e&ator, and about two hvndjied y vd$ be* 
ocafb bis feet, the }un<5fcion of the riyer^ 
Bober ind Zapken is formed. On his left 
band, with the interval of the narrow pro-« 
found valley through which the ftream run$» 
lifes^ yet higber than the fpot wMese he 
^nds, a fteep hiU, covewd with tbick^ 
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lofty, darkling pines. On his right, at a 
confiderable diftance, his eye is arretted by 
the folid gloom of the Giant Mountains; 
while in front, beyond the confluence of the 
rivers, it ranges unchecked over blooming 
meadows and loaded corn-fields, contraftcd 
with the elegant buildings, and the hand- 
fome town of Hirfchberg ; furrounded, here 
with fcattered villages*, there with rocks, and 
hillis, and groves interfperfed throughout the 
fcene, and bounded only by the horizon. 
Had this fpot been fituated any where «lfe, 
no human being can imagine why it ihpuld 
be called Gibraltar: here, upon the moun- 
tain of Helicon, and in the midft of the 
-4cats of all the Mufes, the name feems per- 
fedly abfurd. But this is not all. A mer- 
chant of this town, with more gratitude than 
judgment^ and more money than tafte^ has 
been at the expenfe of building, at a fmall 
diftancc befbre the temple of- Apollo, ano- 
ther temple of ftone, dedicated, as appears 
by the German infcription in the front of 
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the building, to Frederick the Unique. To- 
wards the bottom of the building is an altar» 
a folid cube, without ornament, intended as 
an emblem of perfection, with the infcrip- 
tion **.Thanks to him/' There are likewife 
infcriptions on the two infide end walls^ of 
the fabric ; one, purporting that " from his 
days pofteritjr would begin to date the golden 
age;" the other, tliat the building was 
eredted by Mr. Geier, Jan. 24th, 1800J 
the date, nb doubt, was chofen as being 
Frederick's birthday. That a Silelian fhould 
build a temple to Frederick the Second j; that 
he fhould even confider the golden age as 
beginning from his days, may be excufed; 
for his conqueft of Silefia has^ unqiieftion- 
ably, been of immenfe advantage te the pwK 
vince; but why this hill precifely fhould be 
chofen for fuch a fliow of patriotic devotion, 
is not e^fy to determine. An Auilria^n might 
indeed think the place well felefted,. and 
lay, that the heroV ufurpation of this moun^ 
t^in of the Mufes aptly reprefentcd his ufurp-^ 
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ation of the province ; as the great man had 
one quality in which he was by no means 
«niqiae^~a moft ardent dfkStion for the pof- 
{^(Uof\^ of Qthers. The;rc are -other mcoa!- 
$fteocie$, too^ in the arrgogements upon this 
hill. ThMS, in proceeding beyond the tcoiw 
pk$, there ar^ paths leading to different 
trwfts, which refpciSlively bear the names of 
QrcMS and of the Elyfian Fieldi$ : at the fpot 
where tbefe paths feparate is a long rock^ 
which) with the help of a little painting and 
a littk imagination^ is made to paf$ for the 
dog Cerberus j but at a rocky point on the 
declivity of the hill, where the ufually trod* 
d^ path terminates, the mythological names 
ane again abandoned, and the place is called 
the Wprld'^ End. From this I went down 
tQ the bottom of the hill, until I came tp 
the borders pf the (hallow ftream which 
iipf4es along ampng the ilones ; he»e an im-^ 
w^nk rock hangs over in fuch 4 manner as 
to form a £)rt pf caveruy noted for having 
been once the retreat of laif<p coiners, and 
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^vhich beaf s the name of the Cold Kitchen; 
It would be utterly in vain for me to attempt 
a defcription of the wild, romantic^ an4 
epxJle£sIy varied profpeds we enjoyed in the 
courfe of this walk of four hours. It icems 
like a land of enchantment; you cannot, 
walk at any time five mMutes together with- 
out being prefented with new profpedls, of 
which no two are like each other* 

Between the town and the mountain of 
Helicon is a fmaller hill, called the Hauf- 
berg, upon which many of the citizens have 
formed fmall fhady bowers, and built little 
fireplaces; fo that they can come in the 
afternoon on fummer days, make themfelves 
tea or coffee, and fit and enjoy the beauties 
of the feafon and of the country : we faw 
feveral of thefe family parties partaking thefe 
innocent and wholefome enjoyments. We 
were ourfelves accompanied upon our excur« 
fion by the poftmafter of Hirfchherg and his 
family. Mr. Rofentiel, a Silefian and a 
counfeUor in the department of the mines at 
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Berlin, had furnifticd us with a written 
diredtion to guide us upon our route, had 
informed this gentleman beforehand that we 
were coming here, and requefted his atten- 
tion to us. We are much indebted to him 
for his civilities. 

Yoiirs afTe^ionately* 
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LETTER VI. 

Linen ManufaSlortes near Hirfchberg — Ex^ 
curjion among the neigbbQuring Hi/Js--^ 
fVarnfbriinn. 

Scbreiberfliau^ ifiAugull x8oo. 

If your map of Silefia is a good one, the 
fpot from which I date this will be marked 
upon it; if not, you muft make a point 
about half way between Hirfchberg and the 
Riefengebirge, and you will hit the iden- 
tical kretfcham^ or inn, from which I write. 
It is the firft moment I have had for the pur- 
pofe fince I clofcd my laft to you, Wc 
were told before we left Berlin, that the 
tour of thefe mountains was an exccffively 
fatiguing journey ; and from the fpecimen 
of the laft two days, though we have by no 
means come to the worft, we find it was not 
mifreprefcnted. The multiplicity of objei^s 
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wc have fecn is fuch, that you muft be con- 
tented to take a very concife account of 
them, and perhaps you would have h^eti 
better pleafed had I purfued the fame plan 
from the beginning. I return to the period 
of my journal where my laft number left off. 
yufy 29. — In the forenoon we vifitcd, in 
company with our obliging friend the poll- 
mafter, a Mr. SchafFer, one of the principal 
Hnen^merchants of Hirfchberg* It wns cnif 
Wiih to have feen the munufixilorie^ pf the 
Iben themfel ves ; but noni^ oi theiV ajie in 
the town, which is merely the fnarket^ Air 
moift every peafant^s hut in all the villages 
fcattered rouod the mountains contains a 
Imen- weaver, and a large proporiion of 
the fields are covered with linen to bleach* 
Ewry morning, from eight o'clodc till 
noon, you fee a number of the& peafftnt^ 10 
the large fquajpc of Hirfchberg, which \a 
the market-place, with bags iSicDOtfs fheif 
ihoulders, containing cne or moisr ^eccc iA 
linen which they have borou^ht tfaer^ for &I«4 
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U is bought of rhem by the merchanti^, who^ 
p^t it the final 4ttffmg, or^ as they call it^ 
apprt/itri, and then fend it to Berlin or 
Br^flau, Stettin or Hamburgh. Mere we 
find again the fame fyfbem of manufa<3:ory 
Which wt had lemarked with refpe& to 
farcMkUcloths at Griinberg, the fyftem which 
will nndoubfedly be the moft fuitable for the 
itnitation of our own eountry when it ihall 
bectMxie a manuiadturing land, as indeed it 
already pre^ils among us to la cej^ain degree* 
There is a variety of different articles which 
in the manufadories pafs under the general 
denotnination of linen; but each of the con*- 
fiderable towns in Silefia which carries oii 
thistrade^ confines itfelf principally, or is at 
leaft nK>(l noted for fome ont article, and 
fumifhes but little of the refl. Thus the 
article for which Hirfchberg is chiefly dif- 
tinguifhed, is what they call in German 
fchkier^ comprehending what in Englifh 
pades iinder the name of kimn^ of long 
latwn, and of cambric. Mr. Schafler toid 
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me they had within th& two laft years te^ 
ceived confiderable commiffions for their 
articles from Philadelphia and from Balti- 
more; but he made the ufual complaint^ 
which I fcarcely ever knew an European 
merchant trading with America omit to 
make» of 6ad payment. The linen manu* 
fadlured here might doubtlefs be had in 
America fifty per cent, cheaper than we pay 
for that of Ireland ; but as the mercliants 
here are not acquainted with the fyftem of 
credit upon which our commerce with Eng- 
land reds, and as they are probably not rich 
enough to give fuch credit to a large amount^ 
I am apprehenfive our direct trade with this 
country will not ptofper fo foon, or fomuch, 
as I heartily wifh it might. With ready 
ca(h, however, or an equivalent for it, I 
am convinced fingle fpeculations in this 
article, as well as in feveral others of the 
manufaduresof this country, might be made 
from the United States with great advan- 
tage. 
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In the afternooti we went upon a hill near 
the town, in an oppofite dircdion to the 
Helicon,. which we had afcended the day 
before. This hill goes by fevcral names ^ 
but that which feems to be the moft prevail- 
ing is, the Cavalier-berg. Near its fummit 
is a public-hoyfe, where the citizens of 
Hirfchberg, who go out there in numbers 
every afternoon, are fumifhed with refrelh- 
ments. In various places on the fides of the 
hill are fmall fummer-houfes, each of which, 
belongs to a different perfon. Thofe mer- 
chants, -whofe circumftances permit them to 
poflefs one of thefe, ufually prefer going 
with their families to them, and fending the 
refreftiments by their fervants, rather than 
repair to the public tavern. The profpeds 
from this hill are nearly as diverfified and as 
enchanting as thofe from the Helicon. The 
arrangements upon it were made by the 
fame perfon, and were fuggefted to him by 
his wife, as the infcription upon z monu- 
ment he has here erected to her memory tefti- 
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ites ; it add^, that ihe lent him a confiderable 
iitm of money to accomplifh theni. Tbi** 
istfcription is in delicacy of taftc fo very 
mferior to all thofe on the Helicon^ that 
one would be led to fufpe<ft the tafte of hi^ 
Viift had fuggefted aH his improvements, btrt 
for fbme other infcripfions which wc meet 
with of a date fuhfequcnt to that of his 
wife^s death. Before thefe arrangements^ 
were made, the only decoration on the fum- 
mit of the hill was a gibbet, to deter evil- 
doers by the moft confpicuotis exhibition of 
(he fate awaiting them that was poffifale. 
From the Cavalier-berg we went over to 
another efevation not far diftant from it, otl 
Ae top of which the fame gentleman ha^ 
built a fmall open rotxmda, which he calk 
the Temple of Virtue, probably becaufe it i^ 
rather a rock than a hill, and with a very 
ftecp afcent. Not far from the fummit, on 
one fide of the Heps which have been hewn 
ont, the pofition of the rock has formed a 
deep Ihcltered cavern, juft of a fixe to con* 
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tdin two perfiuift ; '^over whkk is tiic infcript* 
lion ^^ Spehtncam Ditb- WIk/a/' mcamt m 
cbabt X a. .immitig, nev^r to flep aiiJe frot& 
the; puh leading to the temple of Virtue» 
howcvtx ruggzd^ to enter tl^e cavern of 
Ttfmptacion* The views of the country 
araund tre here again varied from tbofe of 
the two other hiUs, and are equally charm- 
ii^^ though lefs piAurefque* 

y^^ 3<ii— *Bcfore feven in the morning 
we toiok leave of Hirichberg for a few days^ 
and a&er an hour's ride through a continual 
village of linen-weaverB, reached WaVm* 
hmnfii a place noted, as its name purports, 
for its hot*- wells, which numbers of bathers 
and w«ter-drinkers at this feafon of the year 
wm ufed to frequent. The bathing-houfes 
are fitted up in a better %le than thofe of 
Xc^litE^ and there is a large and elegant 
chateau juft built by Count Schafgot&h^ 
the proprietor of the place, as well as of the 
whole country round this neighbourhood:^ 
he prqpofcs for the future to refide here* 

F 
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In this village there are likewife a number of 
glafs-cutters, ftone-cutters, and feal-oi** 
gravers, three of whom we viiited. The 
glafs is in every refpedt inferior to that made 
in Bohemia, though higher in price; of courfe 
it cannot be compared with the Engliih, 
which is flill fuperior to that of Bohemia. 
The engraving, though tolerably good, is 
much inferior likewife to that of the £ng« 
lilh, who, it muft be confefTed, are the only 
nation who underftand this art to perfedi(X). 
The engravers, however, did not fail to find 
fault with my feal, engraved in London, 
which you know, the one with the arms. 
Mediocrity can never forbear carping at 
talents fuperior to itfelf. I befpoke a little 
feal with our lion upon it, from which 
when it is finifhed you (hall judge what 
right the beft engraver in Warmbriinn has tp 
affimie a cenforfhip over thofe of England. 

Yours affedtionately. 
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LETTER VU. 

U^tmfiorf^ExcurfiM to the KynaJt^^Count 
Schafgotfch's Caflle^M. PnHer's Vitriol- 
works'-^fbe KocbeUfalL 

8chrabifr(hais» tftAuguft iSodi 

About an Englifh mile oh this fide of 
Warinbriinn is iituated the village ot Hermf*- 
dorf, jiift at the foof of the Kynaft^ one of 
the moil celebrated Silefian hills ; iti the vil« 
lage itfelf thei'e is nothing reniarkable but 

the'countiy^-featat which Count Schafgotfch 
has hitherto tefided* He has & very fine 
library and a good coUedlioh of pidtureS, 
but we heard they Were now all difpkCed for 
the pufpdlc of removal, fo that we could not 
fee them. On the top of the Kynaft, which 
it took us about ari hour to afcend, are the 
ruins of an old caflle, built in the year 1 191 
by one of the anceftors of C<>unt Schaf<« 

F a 
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gotfch. It was the family reiidence until 
1 30 years ago, when it was ftruck with light- 
ning; and as that happened to be jufl about 
the period whett the feudal barons came down 
from their lofty faftneffes to inhabit the dties 
and tlie plains^ the damage done by the fire 
from heaven to this caftle was never repaired, 
and it has fince then been uninhabited. The 
external walls are almod: entire, and thoie 
within ftill remain fufEciently to fhew the 
arrangement of the rooms and chambers, 
all which is pointed out by an old maii who 
keeps the keys, and who calls himfelf the 
commandant of the caftle. While we were 
picking a few of the rafpberries which gjrow 
wild within the compafs of the apartments 
of this caftle, the recolled:ion Recurred to 
us that it was juft two hundred years older 
than the difcovery of America; and we mo- 
ralized in thought upion the revolutions of 
time, which in the courfe of five centuries 
had thus converted the abodes of focial life 
here into a wild aftd defolate ruin, while at 
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th* ftmc nime ^hey bad changed in our 
cootetFy a howling .defert inte) floufifliing 
cities. ThcTilin of an old caftle, a fight fo 
freqwnt in this part of the world, always 
brings this train of idcias to my mind, and it 
atlways recurs with z new plcafurc, as it 
tends tfo powerfully to heighten by contrafl; 
the plcafurc which we derive from contem- 
plating the profperous conditionof our native 
land. The profpedls from the top of the 
hiJl arc extenfive and delightful, for I muft 
dwajrs ufe the fame words to exprefs things 
of which the eye alone is competent to per^ 
ceive and enjoy the difference. The bell de- 
fcription of landfcapes can fcldom convey an 
accurate idea of the original, except to per-^ 
ions who have feen it ; and as there is little 
probability that you will ever fee the fcenes 
which now fupply fo much amufement to 
us, you wiH thank me for not entering into 
details which could only be tedious to you. 
On one^fide of the. ruins the declivity of the 
bill is almoft pefrpcndicukir; and beyond the 

F 3 
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very narrow vale at the bottom another pine* 
clad hill (hoots up nearly to the fame height, 
and equally fteep ; here you will judge, of 
courfe, there is an echo. It is fo didant, 
however, that it will not return the loudeft 
efforts of the human voice; but upon the 
i^ring of a mufket its report rattles, and 
rplls, and reverberates, and dies away like 
a heavy clap of thunder* 

The commandant has qoScc made upon 
the hill, to refiefli the traveller after the fa-» 
tigue . of mounting it, and keeps a book in 
which all who wifti to record their afcenfion 
hither, infcribe their names ; and thofe who 
feel or think themfelves infpired poetically 
by the keen air of the mountain^ add lines 
adapted to the occaiion or to their feelings* 
Jn turning over the leaves of this book we 
generally met with fuch effiifions as (eemed 
to prove that the mufes of the bards had 
•* didlated to thtm ^umiering^^* for they ftill 
retained in an eminent degree their foporific 
qualities, The modeft profe-men contented 
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themfelves with noting down fdme moral 
tnaxim, which was as wife, if not as ap« 
plicable, on the top of the Kynaft as in the 
bufieft city. The humbleft afpirants to this 
fpecies of immortality merely put down their 
names^ which at leafl remain here when 
fh^ are forgotten every where elfc. 

After defcending the Kynaft, andcontinu* 
ing our journey about four of our miles fur- 
ther, we came to the vitriol- works of Meflirs. 
PrcUer and Schaul, to the latter of whom we 
had a letter, but he wasabfent upon a journey 
to Breflau. Mr. Prcller, however^ who 
had been informed of our intended tour 
hither by the poftmailer at Hirfchberg, re- 
ceived us with great politenefs, fhewed us 
all his works, and afterwards accompanied 
us to the Kochel -fall, and to this inn, tirhich 
is to be the centre of our excurfions for 
feveraldays. 

The vitriol -works are in the highei): degree 
curious ; but even if I were able, from the 
curfory view of one hour, to gtvo yoU 9 de<i 
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tailed d^fcriptkm of the cocrtplicated proceis 
by which firom two kinds of ore produced 
9t Kupferberg, /'a fown but a few miles dif- 
tant from this place, the manufadkory xna;ke$ 
green.jj blue, and white vitriol, oil of vi* 
triol, an ochre which we commonly call 
Spanifli bro>yn, but which they call hert 
Engliih red, and fulphur, it is qtieftioimble 
whether you would underftand it. To be 
thoroughly /verfcd in fuch a fucceflion of 
varioifs operations as belongs to every great 
pianufadory, it is abfolutely neceflary to 
unite the information contained in books with 
an ocular ihfpedlion of the works them* 
felves> I fhall therefore content myfelf with 
telling ydu, thatiby means of fire the fulphur 
js firft feparated from the we j after Which 
ther^Tcrxmns a fort of clay, from whkh by 
a due mixture of water the vitriolic lye isdif- 
tilled ; and this, by a fecond application ot 
fire, and a fubfequenl cooling, is con?erte4 
into a green or blue fubftance, refembUng 
alum, or into a white one^ refembllng loaf- 
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fugaf , which arc the different kinds of vi- 
triol. The clayey remnant, after the diftil- 
lation from the iron ore, forms the EnglilH 
red ; and a third application of fire to the 
vitriol produces the oil. Mr. Preller, who 
has condutftcd this manufadory with great 
(kill, and with a ftigacity which improves 
every advantageous circumftance the local 
situation of the place affords, has likewife a 
pottery conneiSed with it, to make al! the 
earthen veffels for which ht has occafion in 
the proccfs of his manufadlory, or to hold 
the various articles when they arc made* 
The vitriol is ufed much as part of a compo^ 
fition for dying cloths, and likewife for 
making ink. The principal ufe of fulphur 
is hut too well known. 

The buildings ftand on both fides of a little 
fiream that falls into the Bober, called the 
Kochel; and this fituation is effential, as it 
affords the means of receiving from the 
woods upon the mountains the immenfe 
quantities of fuel which the manufadory 
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confumes. The wood is felled, cut up» and 
fplit ready for the oven, in the forcfts them- 
felves, clofe at the fource of the river, and 
is thrown into it to float down when the 
waters are high, until it comes immediately 
before Mr. Preller's door. Hence, when, as 
at the prefent time, the waters are very low, 
the bed in which the river ufes to run, is 
ilrewed all along with flicks of this wood 
ready fplit. 

The Kochel-fall is about two Englifh 
miles from the vitriol- work up the river; 
the walk towards it is in the highefl degree 
romantic, full of the fcenes of wild and 
fublime nature. The rocks on both fides of 
the flream refemblc in a great degree thofe of 
the Elbe at Konigflein; but here they are 
covered with large and lofty trees, which 
apparently dart up from the bofbm of the 
very granite, and of which one can fcarcely 
conceive where they have thrufl: their roots. 
The fall of the water is perpendicular^ up* 
wards of fifty Englifli feet, and affords a 
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delightful view to the eye ; but 1 have feen 
much higher waterfalls in Sweden. The 
ftream here is now fo low, that there is 
fcarcely water enough to da(h over the rocks ; 
and what there is rolls as if it was afhamed 
of itfelf, without afpiring to the dignity of 
cafting about any fpray# 

Yours a£S^ionateIy « 
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VIU. 

I 

Schreiberjhau — Glafs-houfes on the 'Borden of 
Silejia and Bohemia — 'Bxcurjion to the 
Giant Mountains — ne Zackerle^faf/. , 

Schreiberihitu^ 3d Aijguft xSoou 

At the clofe of my laft letter I left you 
in a cool refrefliing (hade, in view of the 
Kochel-fall, from which wc proceeded the 
fame evening to this inn. It was, as you 
may fuppofe, a fatiguing day; though not 
fo much fo as one or two we have gone 
through fince, and feveral which ftill await 
us. This village in one refpe<5l refembles an 
American country town, more than any other 
fpot I have feen in Eyrope. It contains 
about 35.0 houfes and 1600 inhabitants; but 
they are fcattered over an extent of feveral 
miles fquare, and the houfes are all ftrewed 
about in fpots, at an hundred rods or mora 
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from each other : the German travellers^ who 
xi&t the place, aU fpeak of this arrangeffteat 
as of ib(nething extraordinary^ though to 
me it appeared perfedlly faitiiliar, fiom 
having been (o mift;h ufed to it in our own 
country. 

Hirfchberg, 5th Auguft. 

I had only written thus far when I was 
csdled away to perform our laft and moft 
important kbour upon the piefent excursion 1 
from which we returned liere yefterday. 
After fix moft fatiguing days, in immediate 
(iicceflion, we propoie fpending a few days 
in this pleasant town to reft ourfelves, in 
which I (halt have time to bring up the 
arrears of my narrative with you. 

We had been obliged to take one of the 
common poft-chaifes of the country to go 
to Schreiberfhau, the roads being fuch that 
our own carriafge was not fuitable for them ; 
even the poft-chaife could not anfwer the 
purpoTe of Qur travels . beyond that place j^ 
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and for the remainder of our excurfions we 
could ufe no other carriage than a common 
open peaiant^s cart, without fpfings or feats j 
inflead of which, however, we had a couple 
of boards fixed acrofs the cart and covered 
with flraw, which upon the whole was 
reaUy, or at leafl was thought^ better than 
fitting on the bottom of the cart itfelf. 

Thus equipped, we left Schreiberfhau be- 
tween five and fix in the morning of the 3 ifl:^ 
and rode until noon over fome of the worfl 
roads which it has ever been my lot to pafs^ 
to fee the glafs-houfes on the borders of 
Bohemia. . There are two, one on the Sile- 
fian, the other on the Bohemian fide of the 
boundaries, and about two Englifh miles 
diftant from each other; we faw them 
both. The mere glafs-houfc is *much the 
feme on both fides, excepting that the Bo- 
hemian is larger, and makes a greater variety 
of articles. The principal things we faw 
made were vials, bottles, tumblers, wine- 
glaffes^ coffee-pots, and a fort of -glafs-wirc 
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ufed Upon luftres. I believe the proprietors 
of thefc works are not fond of having 
ibangers come to infped): them, and they 
have fome reafon for fuch an averfion : in 
five or fix inftances, and at both the houies, 
the .particular workman whom we flopped 
to look at failed in the article he was making, 
evidently becaufe we were looking upon 
him ; whether becaufe his attrition was in* 
volimtarily drawn away from his work to 
die fpo^tor$9 or becaufe the confcioufnefs 
of being looked at excited the ambition of 
appearing to do the work with perfedt eafe, 
and occafioned failure from carelefTnefs, or, 
by a contrary efiedt, raifed that unufual 
anxiety to do well which defeats its own 
purpofe^ I (hall not determine ; but fuch was 
the fadt. The Bohemian work is much fu- 
perior in quality, and about fifty per cent, 
cheaper than that of their neighbours . They 
have likewife in the fame village, and be-^ 
longing to the fame manufa<^ory, glafs-cut- 
ters, grinders,. and gilders ; fo that the whole 
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procefs is completed on the fpot. At the 
Sileiian works they barely blow the glafs^ 

_ • 

Much of the Bohemian glafs is handfome ; 
and if they would, as they eafily might, 
confiilt the Englifli work in the fame artkk 
to improve the elegance of their forms, it 
would be difficult to diflinguifh between 
them: as it is, the immenfe difi^rence bc- 
.tween the prices of Bohemian and Englifli 
glafs, even making every allowance for the 
* fiecefiary difiPerehce in the price of tranfporO 
at ion, convinces me that an advantageooa 
trade in this article too might be carried aa 
between our country and Bohemia, and i 
hope it one day will. You will perhaps 
think I recur too frequently to this idea ; but 
I confefs cmc of the chief dbjeds of my prc- 
fent tour was to obtain information reipedt- 
ing the manufadures of thefe countries. 

After fpending about four hours in look- 
ing over all thefe works, we returned to 
Schreiberfhau, by the fame road we had 
travelled in the morning, and peached that 

5 
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j[>lace at about ten at night. I fuppofe the 
diftance not more than ten Englilh miles ; 
but the road is fo mountainous and rocky, 
that the cart could fcarcely, for a quarter of 
a mile on the way, proceed on a quicker 
pace than a walk, t'he hills were partly 
covered with, and have been partly dripped 
of their woods^ chiefly birch and pine, ufed 
as well at the glafs* works, as at the manu- 
fadory of vitriol: much of the wood is 
heaped in piles, ready cut and fplit, along * 
by the fides of the road, and much of it lies 
m the beds where all the ftreams run, to be 
floated down, when the feafon fhall fwell 
their current fufficiently for the purpofe. 

Both in going and returning we ftopped 
at apeafant's hut, where we found excellent 
brown bread, water, milk, and butter, and 
tolerable chcefe : thefe articles are met with 

in their utmoft perfcdion, in every part of 
the mountains, even where you can get no«» 
thing elfe. 
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\Ji Augiift, Friday. In making the ufua| 
fxcurfions i^pon thefe mountains » it is odoef* 
(ary to be accompanied by a guide ; for an 
acquaintaince with all the places to be vifited^ 
tQww(i$ fome of which, not fq ipuch as % 
fqat-path conduits » i% a kind of profeifion; 
and J|Sj ia every profeflion, feme one perCc>n 
following it, will always be more eminent 
than all the reft, fo here, Siegnaund SeidJer^ 
juHi originally a poor iKoe-makcr of Slchrei-. 
* berftiau^ is the moft widely celebrated of aU 
the guides upon the Giant Mountains. Zoll- 
ner, who publilhed bis tour hither, which 
he rnade in 1 791 , the next year, firft brouglrt: 
forward in the lift of fame, this indefati- 
gable leader, who has been celebrated by all 
the Gefman tourifts on this route frdm that 
time ; fo far fuperior is he dfcemed to all his 
brother- trudgers, that our friend, the pro- 
feffor at Frankfort, who had been here before 
uSi advifed us, if Seidler fhould happen, on 
our arrival at Schreiberftiau, to be out with 
other company, ratlier to ^yait four or five 
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days, until his return, than to take any other 
guide : by good luck for us, he catne home 
this morning at two o'clock, from having 
attended another company ; and from this 
day we engage him. 

To make an ea(y day's wo>k, we deter- 
mined to content ourfelves this day with 
vifiting the Zackerle- fall. At noon we left our 
imt, and after riding two hours m the cart, 
and walking an hour more,' we reached the 
l^frot. As we rode along, about tw<mty womeA 
and children gathered round us^ to beg, and 
followed us all the reft of the way to the 
Fall, arhl a great part of it back. The fituatioji 
of this Fall is as wild and romantic as that of 
the Roehel, and it is three times aS high \ that 
is, nearly one hundred and fifty fee:. It feems, 
here, a^ in many other places in this neigh- 
bourhood, as if fome yiolent convutfiori of 
nature had riven the rocks, and made thefe 
formidable chafms, which yawn from fo 
many of the elevations. At this place, yoa 
illand upon one fide of the cleft, and fee the 

G 2 



• 1 

84 TOUR THROUGH SILESIA. 

water dalh down from the other, upon a 
level with yourfelf ; between you and the 
flream is an abrupt precipice, which feems 
the inqre profound, for being fo narrow; 
perhaps about an hundred yards. With the 
help of a ladder I defcended to the bottom, 
and walked partly over the rocks, and partly 
over the billets of wood lying in the bed of 
the flream, to the fpot upon which the water 
falls. We likewife went round by a wind- 
ing foot-path on the top, to the fpot from 
which the ftream branches itfelf : from thefe 
three feveral pofitions the views are alto- 
gether difierent : and neither of them Ihould 
be omitted. We returned as we went, and 
reached our inn about fix in the evening «^ 

It is the fafhion among the German t|:avel- 
lers who perform this tour^ to make long 
and laboured defcriptions of thefe two water- 
falls ; and at our inn at Schreiberfhau, a book, 
Uk^ that of the Kynafl, is kept, in which 
all who vifit them may infcrt their names. 
This book we found full of bombaflic ex- 
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clamations at the grandeur of the two cata« 
rads ; but the extreme fcantinefs of the Iheet, 
or rather wire of water, that falls, makes 
them utterly unworthy of that name; and 
fully juftifies the lines written by fome 
Frenchman, who appears to have amufed 
himfelf at the expenfe of all the fuftian ex- 
claimers at the fublimity of thefe fpeiflacles. 
His lines are the only good ones we found 
in the book : 

Oh ! qu'il eft joli ! qu'il eft beau ! 

Pour un coeur tendre, et fincere, 
De voir couler des gouttes d'eau 

D'un rocher, dans la rivier^. 
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LETTER IX. 

Vifit to the Snow^pits of the Riefengebifge^ ' 
and to the Source and Fall of the Elbe. 

Schreiberftiau^ 2dAugufti8oo. 

Xhis day was dcvc^ed to the view of the 
Schneegruben, or fnow-pits, which are 
confidered as among the . greateft curiofities 
of the mountains; and, likcwife, to vifit 
the fource and the fall of the Elbe* 

At fcven in the morning we took to the 
cart, and after jolting over the rocks up-hill 
for twp hours, came to the place beyond 
which nq carriage can proceed. From the 
time when we left the cart we afcended, for 
4ibout one hour, a fteep of which you can 
form an idea, when I tell you that it was, 
throughout, about equal to the fteepeft part 
of Beacon-hill, in Bofton. We then came 
to a peafant's hut, here called a baude (^prot 
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tioiitice it in Englifli bouder)^ of which there 
6re man J upon thefe mountains, and of which, 
ias ihey and their inhabitants have Several 
diftinguiihing ))eculiarities, I (hall fay fome^- 
thidg more in a future tette*-. After reftihg 
an hour, and taking feme refrefhment at 
this, which is known by the name of the 
Si^fian baude, we recommenced our afcent, 
and after toiling and panting half an hour 
longer, reached what is called the back of 
the Riefengebirge, that is, the fummit of 
the ^holc range i though fingle rocks and 
hills upon them rife yet much higher. On 
this back we found a boundary^ ftone between 
Bohemia and Silefia { for the limits between 
the two provinces run all along upon this 
fummit. We had, however > another half 
hour's walk, chiefly afcending^ though lefs 
Heep than befcw ; when inftantly a preci-^ 
pice, neatly fifteen hundred feet deep, opened 
its ghaftly jaws before us; a fort of ifthmus, 
or tongue of land, however, allowed us to 
proceed about an hundred rods further, until 

Q 4 



8S TOUR "THROUGH SILESIA. 

we could fix ourfelves againft the fide of t 
rock, and look over into the tremendous 
depth. We had then the precipice on both 
fides of us, and it pafles by the refpedive 
names of the Great and the Small Snow-pit* 
They are fo called, becauie generally the 
fnow at the bottom, remains unmelted the 
whole year round; although this has not 
been the cafe for the laft two fummers, and, 
at prefent, they contain no fnow at all, Wc 
were now elevated more than four thoufand 
feet above the level of the fca ; beyond the 
jaws of the precipice, fomewhat higher than 
ourfelves, was the fummit of a mountain, 
called the Great Wheel, or the Great Storm« 
cap, Juft beneath our feet was the dread^ 
ful precipice, at the bottom of which, lofty 
pines, (l^pting downwards upon the flill 
defcending mountain, fcarcely appeared 
to our eyes of the height of a lady's needle ; 
while beyond the foot of the .moun- 
tains, our eyes ranged to almoft an immea- 
furabje diftance, over hills and dales, com- 
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fields and paftures, cities and villages, until 
they were lofl in the gray vapours that bojr* 
dered the far-extended horizon. The wea- 
ther, which is here almofl always cold, 
even when the regions below are melting 
with heat, was fo unufually mild, that wc 
had no occaiion to take our cloaks, while we 
fat about an hour, and enjoyed the profpedts 
around us. At the fnow^pits, as at the falls, 
there is every appearance as if the Imtnenfe 
maffes of granite, of which thefe mountains 
confift, bad been fplit and ihivered by fome 
great natural convulfipn. The bafaltic rocks, 

which rife in iirfegular pyramidical fliafts 

« 

from . the bpttom of the pits, to the height 
of four or five hundred feet, furnilh mate«» 
rials for th^ controvcrfy between the natu* 
ral philofophersy whether it , is ii marine or 
volcanic produdion. L  , from this fpot, 
returned to the Silefian baude, while I took 
an hour and a half mojre, to vifit the fource 
and the fall of the Elbe, which required 
about a mile of defcent on the Bohemian fide. 
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As tfaeie was ho path leading towards it, and 
part of the way was not only very fteep, but 
between low bufhes and ihriibs, in which 
the feet might eafily get entangled, this Wai 
the moft difagreeable part of this day's jour^ 
«ey^ The fall of the Elbe is higher than 
titber of thofe on the Silefian fide, being of 
tbout two hundred and fifty feet ; but had 
the fame difadvantage of extremely penu- 
rious waters j a difadvantage, which though 
much lefs in the fpring of th^ year than at 
prefent,^muft always be conQderabk, owing 
to the proximity of the falls to the fources 
df their (Irearns. In returning from this fall. 
we faw two or threfe 6f the eleven fprings, 
from which, according to fotne of the Ger* 
lAati writers, the Elbe derives i^s natne, a$ 
well as its waters. 

Yours* 
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LETTER X. 

Sources of thi Elbe and I he Oder — Defer ipm 
tion of the Hilefian Mountaineers-^Preca* 
rious State of the Weatherr^^Seydorf-^^ 
Lutherun WorJhip^'-^Vifit to the Moun-- 
tains. 

Hirfchberg^ 6th Auguft i8oo. 

In limiting each of ttcfe letters to a fingle 
fheet of paper, I find myfelf often obliged 
to break off in the mid ft of my ftory, and 
to give you in different letters fragments of 
our tranfadions in one day. My principal 
reafon for this is to fpare your patience, 
which I hope will laft the longer for only 
having to undergo the trial of one fheet at a 
time : I now proceed, therefore, in the ac- 
count of our excurfion on the ad inft. to the 
fnow-pits and the Elbe-fall. 

It is a remarkable circumftance, that upon^ 
fhis mountain, and certainly within three or 
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four Englilh miles of each other, arc the 
fourccs of the Elbe and of the Oder, two of 
the largeft rivers of Germany ; one of which 
runs eaftcrly, until it empties itfclf into the 
Baltic beyond Stettin, while the other takes 
its courfe weft ward, and rolls its waters into 
the North Sea at Cuxhaven. The fources 
of both are numerous ; for, inftead of eleven 
fprings, which fome of the German geogra- 
phers would aflign to the Elbe, there are 
probably here above fifty which pay their 
tribute to it ; and the fprings which finally 
fend their ftreams to the Oder on the Silefian 
fide, are equally numerous. It is one^of the 
pleafing peculiarities which fir ft meet the 
traveller's attention here, that he can fcarcely 
walk ten minutes in any diredtioa without 
"^ . meeting fome rippling current, fo cool and 
clear, that the mere fight or hearing of it,, 
as it fteals along, is enough to refrefti his 
thirft and relieve his fatigue. But whence 
all thefe waters, fo near the very fummit of 
the mountains, can be fupplied, is a queftioa 
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which, I think, would have occurred to my 
mind here, even if I had pot heard it ftarted 

many years ago by our uncle C • He 

was of opinion, that the mere 'rain which 
falls upon the top of high mountains could 
not be fttfficient to feed the mighty rivers 
which there originate; and, after feeing the 
numberlefs brooks which run here, fo near 
the higheft pitch of thefe mountains, and 
the great and inexhauitible maffes of water 
which proceed from them, I am altogether 
of the fame opinion. This is not, however, 
the controverfy which was once fo warmly 
debated between the neighbouring Bohe* 
mians and Silefians upon this mountain, 
concerning the fource of the Elbe : that 
queftion was, on which (ide of the fumipit 
the real fource of the Elbe was ; for th^ 
Silefians, not content with the honour of 
pofleffing the original fource of the Oder, 
contended likewife that the Elbe originated, 
on their fide. You muft not be furprifcd to 
hear that thisxontefi: was once carried fo far 
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as to ooeafion fcenrs of riot aivd bloodihed 
between the neighbouring bofderefs; nor 
thaty even to this da}r, the encroaching Sile** 
fians have not univerfallj afaaodcmed theit 
hypotheiis. 

, Between two and three in the afternoafi 
we returned to the Sikfian baude, where w^ 
ftcqpped to dine upon the piroviiicms we ha4 
carried with m» and upon what we could 
get thece. They could only fupply u^ wirt» 
brown bread:^ milk, and. butter ; for which, 
however, they made us. pay the double of 
Ivhat the fame articles would have coA us in 
any of the Silefian cities, i mention this 
becaufe thefe mountaineers have been repien 
fented to us, both in converfation and. by 
the books of the travellers hither, as the moft 
peFfe<£l models of patriarchal virtue, happi** 
nefs, and fimplicity : every thing we have 
feen of them has tended to give us ideas of 
them diredly the reverfe of thefe. 

Their houfes are fituated at fuch an ekva- 
tioii upon the mountainis, that the ground 
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will' produce nothing but giafs^ and they 
can r^ife nothing but cows, goats » and a few 
fowls. For fix months in the year they act 
in a manner buried under the (now, and are 
cut off from all intercourfe with other human 
beings Their log huts are of a Angle jftory 
and a hay-^loft ; the floor below is divided 
into four apartments, one of which is a fiahk 
for their cattle, another their dairy, the third 
is the common dwelling-place of all the 
^^mily, and the fourth a very fmali room for 
the reception of ftrangers : the famiIy<-room 
ferves at once as kitchen, eating-room, and 
bed-room, and is heated with fires all the 
year round. Tiiereis a wide bench that goei 
all rewind the room, on which they fleep^ 
for they have no beds, or, at moft, one for 
the mafter and miftrefs of the houfe ; and if 
the flrangers who pafs the night there require 
foft beds, they muft content themfelves as 
well as they can with fweet hay, for flraw 
is a luxury unknown to thefc virtuous pa- 
triarchs. As they have not this article for 
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their cows to lie down upon, they keep 
their flables uncommonly clean , and gene- 
rally make one of the flreams which are fo 
abundant upon the mountains run through 
them and through the dairy : but their cow- 
yard^ in which all the manure is kept» is 
clofe upon the houfe, fo that you nofe it at a 
great diftance upon your approach to the 
houfe i and by this community of the roof 
between the family and all the other cattle, 
fo much filthinefs arifes, that it is fcarcely 
conceivable how they can keep even their 
dairies clean* Of their perfons they appear 
to take no concern at all, and are, of courfe, 
as dirty as any other peafants in the moft 
wretched hovels of Europe. The houfes are 
generally full of ^ children, clad in no other 
garb than a coarfe fhirt; oftentimes ilark 
naked, and loaded with vermin like the land 
of Egypt at thelaft of its plagues. Such is 
the condition of ihcfe venerable and blifsful 
beings, whom we had heard extolled as the 
^nuine children of nature — the true famples 
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of mankind in the golden age. Their mao^ 
hers are varied^ according to their individual 
charadlers; all are coarfe, moft of them 
difgufting, and fome rude and infolent : as 
to their treatment of ftrangers, the only two 
by whom we have been entertained impofed 
cgregioufly upon us in their charges; 

From the Silefian baude we returned after 
dinner to our inn at Schreiberfhau^ which 
we reached at about feven in the evening. 
It partakes rather too much of the qualities 
above dcfcribed, as belonging to thepeafants* 
huts, but is not quite fo bad# 



3d Auguft, Sunday. 

One of the great inconveniences to 
which the traveller in thefe regions muft 
be fubjedt, is an extreme dependence upon 
the weather. There are but three months in 
the year when the mountains can, with any 
comfort, be afccndedj and at leaft three 
quarters of that time they are veiled in 
clouds, and obftinately deny the view of all 

H 
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their moft ftriking beauties. From the ap- 
pearance of the laft evening, we expeAed 
that this would be an unfavourable day for 
our intended excurfion, and we were well 
pleafed to have a day of reft after three of 
very hard labour; I like wife intended to 
improve the time by bringing up my journal 
with you, which, by the continual motion 
fince our departure from Hirfchberg, had 
neceflarily run in arrear : even this morning, 
when I firft rofe, the clouds, of the night 
had not difperfed, and I fat down quietly to 
begin my laft number. I had written only 
a few lines, however, when our friend 
Seidler came, and told us the weather was 
clearing away, and that we muft immediately 
take advantage of it, • Before eight o'clock 
we were in the cart, and rode in a couple of 
hours to Seydorf, a village at the foot of the 
Schneekoppe, or, more properly, the Riefen- 
koppe (the Giant's Head), the loftieft of all 
thcfe mountains, and the higheft point of 
laud in Germany. The weather being ex- 
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ceilively wann, we flopped at this village 
during the heat of the day. The Lutheran 
church was oppofite the inn where wc refled, 
and I attended both the morning and after- 
noon fervice : they begin that of the morning 
by the communion, and at the clofe of it 
go through the ceremony of churching wo- 

# 

men ; in the afternoon they begin by cate- 
chifing the children, in like manner as I 
had feen the lafl: Sunday at Hirfchberg. I 
did not like the manner here fo well as there ; 
but this probably depends principally upon 
the individual character or difpofition of the 
clergyman. The church here, as well as 
the village itfelf, is fmall ; but it was well 
iiUed, and there were ab^ut fifty boys and 
girls, apparently from fix to fourteen years 
of age, at the catechifm : they flood in two 
rows in the broad aifle, the boys on one fide 
and the girls on the other, while the clergy- 
man went to and fro between them, with 
his exhortation and inflrudtion. I thought 
he ufed too much adtion and vociferation. 
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The organ was tolerable, and the finging^ fo 
good, that it reminded mc of Conncdicut. 
They fing, inftead of pfalms, hymns and 
fpiritual fongs, like thofe of Dr. Watts, and 
it feemed to me in as good a ftyle of poetry. 
I took a feat, which I found vacant, in the 
gallery, between an old farmer and a young 
peafantlafs, each of whom, by turns, held 
their books open for me to join in the iing- 
ing, which I regretted my inability to do. The 
fcrmon was not more than ten minutes long, 
and delivered partly extempore, and jpartly 
with notes. The fubjedl was a difcuffion of 
the queftion, Why, in the difpenfations of 
Providence, the wicked are fuffered to live, 
and often to prbfper ? It was pretty well 
handled, and in a manner fuitabk to the 
preacher's audience. I take this beta- 
Hon to remark, that the Lutherans in this 
country do not call themfelves fo, nor even 
Proteftants, but Evangelics; fo, in every 
village through which we pafs, we find a 
Catholic church and an Evangelic church. 
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At four in the afternoon we feated our- 
felves again in the cart, and for three hours 
rode up-hill, as fteep as any carriage could 
go i we then came to the Schilingel's baude, 
fo calkd from the name of the perfon who 
keeps it. Here we left the cart until our 
return, and purfued our afcending route 
about an hour more, when we reached the 
Hempel's baude, otherwife called the Sa- 
mueFs baude, from the names of its prefent 
and its former pi^oprietor. This is the houfe 
at which almoil all the vifitors of the Giant's 
Head, from the Sileiian fide, pafs the night 
before they go up; it has fervcd for that 
purpofe thefe hundred and thirty years j 
but though, during the feafon of vifiting the 
mountain, it is always full of Grangers, its 
accommodations are very little better than 
thofe of its other namefakes. Juft below it 
is another hut, called the clerical baudc, be^ 
caufe it ferves for the entertainment of priefts 
and other religious perfons, who, on five 
ftated days in the year, are employed to fay 
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mafs in the chapel at the top of the moim* 
tain. From this baude, as we paffed by it, 
a chubby boy of eight or ten years old came 
out to us to beg : another fpecimen this of 
the patriarchal happinefs enjoyed by the in- 
habitants of thefc huts. 
. At the HempePs baude we took up our 
quarters for the night. In the -ftrangers* 
room, an apartment poffibly of ten feet 
fquare, they covered the floor with an heap 
of frefh hay, over which they ftrctched a 

dirty flieet, upon which L , Epps, and 

myfclf, all lay down together to get fuch 
fleep as could be obtained, under the incef- 
fant volubility of a number of ftrangers 
feated round a table in the family room, fe- 
parated from us only by a latched door. 
They were, like ourfelves, going to the top 
of the mountain in the morning; and, in 
the mean time, one of them appeared to be 
delivering ledures on rhetoric and the belles 
lettres to his companions ; at leaft he was 
giving practical fpecimens of eloquence. 
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which did not ceafe until quite late in the 
night. Whitcomb, in the mean time, fought 
repofe in the hayloft, where he was no 
lefs regialed with the mufical jingling of 
the cow-bells, than we with the oratory of 
the travellers in the next room. 

The profpedt from this hut is already very 
cxtenfive, and this evening we had a view 
of a fire in the plains below, at the diflance 
of about forty Englifli miles. It was a 
beautiful fight, though the idea that it was 
probably an heavy calamity to fome of our 
fdlow-creatures would not allow us to 
enjoy it. 

One of the principal amufements at the 
baude is turning over th^ book kept here, 
as at ISchreiberfhau and the Kynafl, for 
flrangers to infert their names. Here it is 
called the koppen book, and has been regu- 
larly kept for fhore than a century. You 
may form an opinion of the numbers of 
people who perform this tour from the cir- 
cumflance, that the volume now in ufe is at 
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its lafl fheet, and was begun no longtr ^o 
than the year 1788 z the volume containing 
the names from 1 696 to 1 736 has been coii* 
fidered as fo great a curiofity that it has been 
printed. It contains fo much trafh, that 
one of the German tourifts congratulates his 
countrymen upon the improvement of their 
language and their intellectual endowments, 
apparent from the difference between that 
book and its fucceflor at the prefcnt day: 
there appears to be ftill much room for 
future congratulation of the fame kind. We 
found here and there a pretty drawing with 
the pen or pencil, of the moft remarkable 
objedts in the neighbourhood ; here and 
there obfervations of the barometer or ther- 
mometer, as they flood at the time when the 
writers were here, and admeafurements of 
the heights and diflances from this fpot to 
the top of the Koppe. Thefe, with a very 
few pretty lines, more or lefs applicable to 
the place, were all we could meet to refrefh 
us in the dry defert of a thoufand pages. 
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I had expeded that I fhould be the firfl 
American who had made this tour; but, 
from our guide and the books, I perceive a 
perfon, by the name of Schweinitz, from 
Philadelphia, was here about a year ^go : his 
name is German, and, I believe, he himfelf 
was a native of Germany. In Hirfchberg, 
I hear there have been,, within a few years, 
feveral Americans* 

I lliall not have room here to tell you of the 
vifit to the Riefenkoppe ; and it is, befides, 
fo material an incident of our journey, that 
it deferves a letter by itfelf. 

Yours. 
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LETTER XL 

The Riefenkoppe^ or Giant's Head-^umife 
— Grand ProfpeSts — Defcription of the 
Riejenkoppe^ the Chapel upon it^ and of 
the furrounding Regions-^Rivalry between 
the Bohemians and Silejians. 



Hirfchberg^ 7th Auguft i8oo» 

The reafon which induces travellers who 
purpofe a vifit to the Riefenkoppe^ to pafs 
the night before at the Hempers baude is, that 
they may afcend the mountain in the morn- 
ing, early enough to fee the fun rife from its 
fummit. Such was our own intention ; but 
when we rofe at two o'clock in the mornings 

L found herfelf* fufFering fo fevere a 

headache that fhe was obliged to give up the 
idea of going with us ; and I fet out accom* 
panied only by Whitcomb and our guida 
We had at firft a ileep *and painful afcent for 
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about twenty minutes, then a gentle Hoping 
downwards, and a plain for a quarter of an 
hour, until we came to the immediate foot 
of the particular hill which bears the nanic 
of the Giant's Head. The darknefs of the 
night had been gradually difperfing, and the 
borders of the horizon at the eafl: gradually 
reddening from the rhoment when we left 
the baude, fo that I was apprehenfive the 
queen of day, as ZoUner on a Similar occa- 
fion calls the fun, would fhew his glowing 
face before we fhould reach the fumrait, and 
to %void this difappoiqtment doubled the 
ufual pace of afcent, and in another quarter 
of an hour flood at the door of the chapel 
on the top of the mountain. About ten 
minutes after, the great luminary rofe in all 
his glory, from the lower cloud which bor- 
dered the horizon ; for although the weather 
was remarkably fine for this region, the Iky 
was not perfectly clear, and a murky vapour 
hung upon the atmofphere, which intercepted 
a part of the immenfe extent of territory 
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which would otherwife have been within 
the compafs of our vifion. I had beard fo 
much of the apparent magnitude of the fun^s 
dilk when feen rifing from this fpot, that 
when I came to view it I found it lefs ftrik- 
ing than I imagined; it appears about the 
fize of a large coach- wheel; but the fame 
tfkA may at any time be produced by look- 
ing at it through a telefcope. 

The profpe<3: from this fpot is of courfe 
more extenfive than from any other point 
upon thefe mountains; and its grandeur is 
augmented by the circumftance that the eye 
can range freely, bounded only by the horizon 
on every fide. The fpedtator has but to turn 
on his heel, and all Silefia, all Saxony, and 
all Bohemia, pafs in an inftant before his 
view ; it is therefore truly fublime ; but as 
it has the defed: ufually attendant upon fub- 
limity, of being indiftind:, and in fome 
fort chaotic, the lover of beautiful objects 
muft content hirofelf with a fmaller elevation. 
A painter at Hirfchberg, by the name of 



TOUR THROUGH SILESIA. IO9 

Reinhardt, who is employed by the Academy 
of Sciences at Berlin to paint views of themoft 
remarkable fpots in this province, obfervcd 
to me, that from the higheft mountains there 
was nothing piSurefque^ nothing that he 
could employ as a fubjedl for any one. of his 
paintings. — When on the Schneekoppe, I 
felt the force of his remark; for when the 
eye embraces at once fuch an extent of ob- 
jecfts, it perceives only great mafles; whereas, 
all the pleafur^ that painting can afford is by 
the accurate reprefentation of details* 

The proper Giant^s Head is of a conical 
form, and the furface of the fummit is not 
more, 1 think, than an hundred yards in 
diameter; its perpendicular elevation is about 
fix hundred fqet, and the path by which it 
is afcended forms nearly a regular angle of 
•about 45 degrees : the afcent would indeed 
be too fteep to be pra<5licable, but that when 
the chapel on the top was built, in the year 
1668, a flight qi ftone fteps was made to 
ailifl the traveller in mounting to it, of 
I 
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which a fufficicnt part remains to give no 
fmall affiftance. The mountain itfelf ap- 
pears to be a folid block of granite, upon 
which there is no appearance of vegetation, 
unlefs a kind of red mofs , refembling ruft 
upon iron, which grows on the loofe flones 
that cover it on every fide, may be fo called : 
thefe loofe ftones, part of which arc of gra- 
nite and part of a fpecies pf white flint, are 
in fuch abundance that they wholly conceal 
the fide of the mountain itfelf. On one fide 
of the path as you approach the top, a pre- 
cipice of about 1500 feet opens, by the fide 
of which you continue to mount ; it ends at 
the bottom in a narrow vale of perhaps a 
mile in extent, along the courfe of which 
arc fcattered a number of peafants* huts. 
Here too it looks as if the body of the 
mountain had been riven at a fingle flroke, 
anfd the rocks which ftand on either fide 
correfpond in fuch a manner as to refemble 
the teeth of a faw. Oppofite the fummit, 
to the weftward, is a mountain fomewhat 
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lower, called the Little Koppe, from the 
foot of which is a floping grafs-plot that 
goes by the name of Riibenzahrs pleafure- 
garden; other remarkable fpots within the 
view are called his meadow, his pulpit, his 
grounds, &c. : the whole neighbourhood is 
full of his name. I afked our guide to tell 
me honeftly whether he had ever feen him; 
but he thought I was joking him, and faid 
that he had not only never feen him, but had 
never believed in him ; that the Silefians had 
never given credit to the ftories about him; 
all of which had been believed and circulated 
by the Bohemians alone. I fuppofe a Bo- 
hemian guide would have aflured me that it 
was merely a Silefian fuperftition, which his 
countrymen had always derided. 

The chapel at the fummit is a fmall round 
building, partly of laths, partly of ftone, 
and not more than twelve or fifteen feet in 
diameter; it was built^ by a Count Schaf- 
gotfch, whofe defccndant flill owns the 
whole range of thefe mountains, and is the 
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ricfieft fubjedl in Silefia ; the number of his 
vafTals is faid to be upwards of 35,000. 
The chapel is dedicated to St. Laurence, 
and the Ciilercian monks at Warmbriinn 
are obliged to perform the mafs in it on the 
faint's day, and upon four other feaft-days 
annually. 

After pafling about an hour and a half 
upon this fppt we thought it time to defcend 
once more to the habitable regions of the 
earth, but when we had got about half way 
from the bottom of the mount to the baude, 

who fhould we meet but L , whofe head-* 

ache had left her as the day advanced, and 
who, after coming fo far, had determined 
at all events not to return and leave the moft 
important objedt upon our whole tour un- 
feen; I turned back of courfe, and went up 
a fecond time with her. It was now about 
eight in the morning, and the fun had rifen 
fo high as partly to difperfe the vapours 
which had intercepted the view at my firft 
afcent. The mountain now appeared fami* 
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liar to tne as an old acquaintance ; and the 
temperature of the air upon it was fo uncom- 
monly mild, that we might have difpenfed 
with putting on our cloaks. It has fo hap- 
pened that the three or four days which we 
have fpent upon the mountains have proved 
to be among the very warmeft of the year ; 
and excepting the few minutes before fun- 
rife this morning, the cold has in no one 
inftance been troublefome in fcarcely any 

ft 

perceptible degree to us; we had indeed 
taken the precaution to be very warmly clad, 
and, as we were advifed, have never been 
without thick cloaks to put on whenever the 
occaiion fhould require. 

Sentiments of devotion I have always 
found the firft to take poffeflion of the mind 
on afcending lofty mountains. At the fum- 
mit of the Giant's Head my firft thought was 
turned to the Supreme Creator, who gave 
exiftence to all that immenfity of objedls 
expanded before my view. The tranfition 
from this idea to that of my own relation, 
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as an immortal foul, with the Author of 
Nature, was natural and immediate; from 
this to the recoiled ion of my native country, 
my parents and friends, there was but a 
iingk and a fudden flep. On returning to 
the hut where we had lodged, I wrote the 
following lines in the book : 

From lands beyond the vaft Atlantic tide, 
Cel^ftial Freedom's mod belov'd abode. 

Panting, I climb'd the mountain's craggy fide. 
And view'd the wondrous works of Nature's God. 

Where yonder fummit peering to the ikies. 
Beholds the earth beneath it with difdain^ 

O'er all the regions round I call my eyes. 
And anxious fought my native hoTM^n vain*^ 

As to that native home, which ftill infolds 
Thofe youthful friendftiips to my foul fo dear; 

Still you, my parents, in its bofom holds ; 
My fancy flew, I felt the darting tear. 

Then in the ruftling of the morning wind, 
Methought I heard a fpirit whifper fair; 

'* Pilgrim, forbear, ftill upwards raife thy mind. 
Look to the (kies ; thy nttiive home is there/' 



TOUR THROUGH 8IL18IA« 115 

But, as you will probably think thefe 
lines of too melancholy, or even too gloomy 
a caft, take the verfcs written by my imme«^ 
diatc predeceffor in the book, which may, 
perhaps, reftore the tone of your fpirits. 

Es ift alles eitel ! 
Aufler nur drey ftiick allein^ 
H bfche madchen, guter wcin, 
Und etn voiles beuteK 
Had ich die, fo bin ich froh, 
Und fprich aucb mil Salermo, 

£s ift alles eitel I 

Upon taking our departure from the baude, 
we thought the charges of the landlady rather 
extravagant; and upon aiking her, in the 
mildeft manner, how they came to amouirt 
fo high, fhe flew into one of the moft vio- 
lent pailions that ever deformed an indivi« 
dual of the fofter fex, and ilormed in fuch a 
manner that a fury might have taken leflbns 
from her. Our guide afterwards told us, 
that the reaf9n why we found her fo ill-tem- 
pered was, becaufe her huiband had yefter- 

I % 
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day given her a fevcrc flogging, and flic had 
not yet recovered from the ruffling of her 
difpofition.----Simplc ! virtuous ! happy pa- 
triarchs ! 

At no corifiderable diftance from this hut 
are two lakes or ponds, the water of which 
is deep and clear, and which contain fome 
fifli ; we vifited one of them as we returned 
to the place at which we left our cart. This 
fpot we reached at about eleven in the morn- 
ing, and proceeding immediately thence 
through the Warmbriinn, arrived again at 
Hirfchberg at three in the afternoon. 

You have' now an account, probably more 
circumftantial than you would have wiflied, 
of our excurfions upon the Giant Mountains, 
which, although in point of elevation they 
cannot ftand a comparifon with thofe of 
Switzerland, and much lefs with thofe of 
South America, ftill yield an ample compen- 
fatioa of pleafure for the toil and trouble of 
afcending them. There are travellers who 
think to give themfelves an air of courage 
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and importance, by reprefenting parts of 
this tour as dangerous; but, in truth, with 
the ufe of common prudence and precaution, 
there is no more danger than in walking the 
ftreets of any city. The roads have, indeed, 

been within the laft month fomewhat mend« 

•I 

ed, upon the expedlation that the Queen, 
who in the courfe of ten days is expeiSled at 
Warmbriinn, will.be difpofed to make the 
tour of the mountains. They have been 
made lefs inconvenient, but there was really 
no danger to'remove. 

There are two remarkable changes in the 
face of the country as you afcend. From 
the bottom of the mountains, about half way 
up, the ground is covered with tall, majef- 
tic trees, chiefly pines and firs, which gra* 
dually dwindle in fize and height until in 
the middle region they can no longer be 
called trees, but fhrink to a fhrub of an ex- 
traordinary kind, which, I believe, is com- 
monly called dwarf-pine: it goes here bjT 
the name of knee-wood, in allufion to th& 
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height which it feldom exceeds. The ftem 
16 fometimes ahout the fize of a man*s leg, 
and it fpreads round its branches, fomething 

I ih the fhape of a large luftre, fo as to be at 

lead fixty feet in circumference. This bulh 
grows up as high as what is called the kamm^ 

' or back of the whole range of mountains ; 

and the bgundaries between the two pro- 
vinces are Ihewn by a narrow lane, cut be- 
tween thefe bufhes all along the ridge. The 
region above this conlifts entirely of the 
naked rock, without a trace of any kind of 
vegetation. 

We have had repeated opportunity to ob- 
ferve the fentiments of national averfion and 
rivalry between the neighbouring Bohemians 
and Silefians. At the Bohemian glafs- works, 
one of the men who (hewed us fdme of their 
beft fpccimens of cut-glafs, boaftingly faid 
to us, ** You have feen nothing like this in 
Silefia.** And upon our return, a glafs- 
merchant at Warmbriinn fliewed us a larg? 
wine-glafs, with a landfcape cut upon it, 
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veiy beautifully executed, though done more 
than a century ago. " You faw nothing 
like this at th^ glafs- works in Bohemia/' 
faid he. By the ftory I have related, con- 
cerning the old difpute refpeifling the fource 
of the Elbe, you will perceive that thefe 
neighbourly jealoufies are of a more ancient 
date than the period when the two provinces 
belonged to different and rival fovereigns. 
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LETTER XII. 

7'he Lutheran Church at Hirfchherg-^M. 
Riinhardt the Painter — Stohnfdorf^^The 
Stangenbufch and Prudelberg Hills. 

Hirfchberg^ 9th Auguft l8oo. 

Since our return to this place we have 
indulged ourfelves with a few days of reft. 
The morning after we came back, I went 
over the Lutheran church, which is the 
handfpmeft building in the town, and makes 
a confpicuous figure in all the views from 
the neighbouring hills. It is built in the 
fhape of a crofs, is painted white, and roofed 
with red tile: thefe colours (hew to great 
advantage here, as they contraft fo well with 
the dark hue of the mountains, which always 
form the back ground of the fcene. The 
churchyard is fpacious, .and built almoft en- 
tirely round with ftone porches, within 
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which are the family vaults of the inhabit** 
ants. The infcriptions upon the tombftones 
are numerous, and generally long; and the 
puiport of moft of them is to tell the pajGTen- 
ger that the perfon beneath was an honcft 
linen-trader : the moft ftoried um can fcarcely 
ever fay more. I have remarked here, apd 
in two or three other churchyards in this 
country^ a pradtice which Ihad never ob- 
ferved clfewhere — z fingle tombftone ferves 
£3r a hufband and wife ; whichfoever of the 
two dies firft, the infcription is made for 
both, only the date of the furvivor*s death 
is left in a blank, to be filled when the event 
happens. 

As they were iinging the morning prayer 
within the church, juft at the time of my 
ftroU thither, I went in and looked it over. 
The ceilings are painted in a ftyle of medio- 
crity, with fcenes of the refurredlion and 
afcenfion of Chrift. On the two fides of 
the altar are full-length portraits of the 
Emperors Jofeph I. and Charles VI. who 
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granted the permiffiort for building this 
church ; and around the walls, as is cufto- 
mary in Lutheran churches, the pidlures of 
all the clergymen who have been its mini-* 
fters are hung. 

Orte of our vifits, fince we returned, has 
been to the painter Reinhardt, whom I have 
mentioned to you before. He paints annu- 
ally two landfcapes of remarkable views in 
Silefia, for the Academy of Sciences at Ber- 
lin. He has lately fent the two, which will 
appear at the next exhibition in the autumn, 
and has now at home only two or three 
partly finiflied pidures of his own. Ten of 
his Silefian views have been engraved and 
coloured at Berlin, fdur of which I have 
taken, as they exhibit together the whole 
range of the Giant Mountains. I hope one 
day to have the pleafure of fhewing you 
upon them the remarkable fpots we have 
vifited. 

Yefterday afternoon Mr. Reinhardt went 
with us to Stohnfdorf, a village, with a 
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chateau belonging to a Count Reufs, and re- 
markable for two hills, from one of which 
there is one of thofe extenlive, varied, and 
beautiful profpe^ts, of which there feems in 
this country to be no end ; and the other is 
curious for forming a fort of rocky labyrinth, 
in which enormous maffes of granite feem 
as if they had been tumbled together in the 
moft extraordinary pofitions ; now forming 
a large cavern, where one rock, fupported 
by others at various points, ferves as the 
roof of a chamber, perhaps twenty feet 
fquare, and twelve feet high ; now a fort of 
covered way, under which you pafs in a 
narrow lane, between two vaft rocks, over 
which another is laid like a bridge. Thefe 
hills are called the Stangenbufch, and the 
Prudelberg. 

As we came home laft evening the (ky 
was perfedlly clear. The fun had funk be- 
hind the hills to the weft ward of us, but 
ftill fliot his level rays acrofs the vallies be- 
tween them ; and as they fell upon the high 
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mountains to the eaftward, painted their, 
fides with colours varying from deep putple 
to a light pink ; fo that while we ourfelves 
were. already in the ihadcs of evening;, we 
could perceive them glowing in the mild ra- 
diance of the luminary, which feemed to 
play round them with delight and to quit 
them with reluctance. Such an enchantment 
of colouring I do not remember ever to have 
feen before. 

Yours afFed:ionately. 
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LETTER XIII. 

Sugar^refining at Hirfchberg-'—Beei'fugaf^— 
Lahnhaus — Labn—St. Hedwige^^Warm* 
brunn^'-^Lintn^hleacbing — hinen^rade^"'-^ 
Silefian Hofpitality^^Schmiedberg. 

Hirfchbeig, loth Auguft i8oo. 

Yesterday morning wc went over the 
fugar-refinery, which has been eftabliihed 
here lince the year 1787; it belongs to a 
company, and the property is divided into 
fhares, which are held by the inhabitants of 
different towns and villages^ all along the 
mountains. In this diftri£t they have an 
exclufive privilege, and there is only one 
more eftablifhment of the kind in the pro- 
vince^ and that is at Breflau. The buildings 
employed in the bufinefs here were given to 
the company by the late King, and being 
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upon a fmall elevation near the walls, are a 
great ornament to the town. They receive 
their raw fugar from Hamburgh and Stettin, 
and refine quantities fufficient not only for 
the ufe of this neighbourhood, but for ex- 
/^orfation to a krge amount. The principal 
/ curiofity they (hewed us, however, was a 
fpedmen of tlie new fugar produced from 
the beet or turnip, which 1 have mentioned 
to you in a former letter. They have made 
here a few loaves of it, which in external 
appearance are equal to the very fineft fugar 
from the cane ; but it is neither of fo clofe a 
texture, nor fo fweet to the taftc. They fcnt, 
about two months ago, two loaves of this 
iugar as famples to the King, who returned 
them a very gracioui letter of thanks, and 
an elegant gold medal as a reward for their 
induftry. The gentleman who accompanied 
us, and who is one of the diredtors of the 
company, aifured us it was impoflible to 
make this fugar under double the price which 
that from the Weft Indies amounts to. From 
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a quintal of the vegetable they can make 
only four pounds of fine fugar. 

We likewife made an excurfion to Lahn« 
haus^ the feat of a Baron Griinfi^ld, at two 

German miles from the town. It is fituated 
upon a fleep hill, from which we had fome 
of the moft beautiful profped:s that have yec 
been exhibited to us. . At the foot of the 
hill is the little town of Lahn^ which you 
will find upon the map, with the Bober 
winding round it. The feat itfelf is fitted 
up in the modern tafle, with hothoufes, and 
gardens, and arbours, and fummer-houfes^ 
and fountains, all which Ihew fome tafte in 
their arrangement, though nothing to be 
compared with a nobleman's feat in England. 
On the fummit of the hill, behind the houfe, 
are the ruins of an old caftle, the moil ro*» 
mantically fituated of any that I had ever 
feen. It was built about the year 1250, by 
Henry the Bearded, Duke of Silefia, whofe 
wife appears to be more celebrated than him- 
felf. Her name was Hedwige, and flic is 
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known as a faint in the Roman calendar. 
The Catholic church at Berlin, you know, 
is dedicated to her. From the infcriptions 
on her pidtures, of which there are two here 
in the Catholic church at Lahnhaus, it 
(hould feem fhe was fainted for having re- 
peatedly gone up the hill, on foot, to hear 
mafs there : at prefent the proprietor and all 
his vafTals, coniifting of the inhabitants of 
fix villages in the neighbourhood, are £ van« 
gelics ; but they are all obliged to hear mafs 
faid once a year in this church, which joins 
clofe upon the Baron's houfe. Nor are the 
Lutherans fufFered to make any ufe of the 
church during the reft of the year ; not even 
to fay the fervice of the dead, who are buried 
in the yard round the building. Saint Hed« 
wige, one would think, would have been 
more charitable, if the ftory which the tat- 
tling old fervant, who went round the place 
with us, related, be true. -According to him 
(he was that famous example of conjugal 
affedtion, of whom all the ^orld has heard; 
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who, upon the caftle's beii^ taken after a 
long $&ge, obtained leave df the enemj^ 
general to carry off her mdl preci(>us eflfedtsj; 
and under that denomination, took upon her 
back, to thb afionifliment of both armies^ and 
of all pofterity*^— her hufband. 

This morning I attended the religious fer* 
vice at the Lutheran church. The houfe 
was very full, chiefly of country-people from 
the neighbourhood. The fervice was Jike 
that I had heard laft Sunday at the village 
of Seyddrf, and partakes at Mice of our man- 
ner in the congregational churches, of that 
iifed Ey the church of England, and of the 
Roman Catholic mafs. The fermon was 
more than half an hour long, and confifted 
ttf aii exhortation to the hearers hot to mur- 
ttiUr at the difpenfations of Heaven. It was 
delivered with great diftinftnefs and preci- 
iion, without notes, but with fo much me- 
thod in the treatment of the fubjedt, as 
evinced that it had been fully ftudied before* 
hand : the ftyle and manner were very j^lain, 
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without any fiourifii of oratory, or any 
grimace of z€tion. There was a large pro* 
portion of linging in the fervice» and the 
whole congregation joined in it. This adds 
fo much folemnity to thefe adts of devotion^ 
that I wifh the practice were adopted among 
4>urfelve$. 

After church, we went, by invitation of 
Mr. He£s, the gentleman who accompanied 
us yefterday to the fugar-refinery, and who 
is one of the principal merchmts^ of the 
town, to dine at the public table At Warm* 
briinn. It is in a very elegant building, 
creded within thefe two years, by Count 
Schafgotfch, for the accomrfiodation of the 
company who attend at the baths. The 
company at dinner amounted to about thirty 
perfons, with none of whom we had any 
acquaintance, but all of whom we found 
very civil and converfihle. Twice a week» 
on Thurfday and Sunday, they have balls ; 
but the ftyle of fociety is fuch as cahnot be 
very agreeable fo the ladies : next to th? balU 
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rooiQ is an apartment, as full of fmokers 
and fmoke, as a Dutch coflfee-houfe; and 
tfie door between the rooms is conftantly 
open. On one fide is a billiard-room, and 
on the , other is the den of the gamefters, 
all which is going on at the fame time with 
the bally which ufually begins at five in the 
afternoon, and ends at nine or ten. They 
are making great preparations at Warm^ 
briinn for the reception of the King and 
Queen, who are expedted there this day 
week. 

After dinner, Mr. Hefs took us with him 
to a bleachery of linen, belonging to himfelf, 
at a houfe in the country, about a n)ile/rom 

Warmbrvnn. He (hewed us two tuVsv each 
containing about four hundred ptec^ of 
linen, foaking in water with, a mixture of 
foap and of potaih; for they make no ufe 
of any acid for the purpofe here. In thefe 
tubs they ufually ke^p the linen over-night j 
^nd in the day^tinje jftretch it over a grafs- 
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fiht^ qeai;.tl)6 ho^fe, to. dry in the fun. The 
grQiin4 is furrowed, at diilances equal to 

 

the width of tha lineiii the more efie&ually 
to drftifj oC ftU tfc^ moifture. After whit- 
^iog % fufSc^nt tirm, it unckrgoes the pra^ 
cefs; o£ frilling ^nd of mangling, both of 
which axQ performed by water*mills^ under 
the fame, roof^ 

The materials of which the linen is com- 
pofed, ufually pafs through four diftin<3: 
and feparate hands, before they come to the 
merchant for fale. The flax is raifed by the 
peafant, on his own account, if he is the 
poffeffor of ^ farm, or for his lord, if 
be iis in a fldte- of vaflalage. He breaks 

« 

and combs the flax, a&d iells it in a ftate 
proper fqr %innirig, to the fpinners^ of whom 
the Weavers in their turri purchafe the thread, 
'which, zftet bfeing^wtoven into linett; pafles 
from them tb the bleachers. In general, the 
We^rHeJ-ies^' Belbng to th^ merchants them*- 
iclvci, 4)ut' othcrwife there is . no connexion. 
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Other than that of buyer and feller, between 
the ieveral trades employed in the work. 
With the moO: favourable weather^ a piece 
of lii:ien cannot be fully whitened in lefs 
than ten weeks . 

A large proportion of their e>(port8 of 
linen, before the war, was to Cadiz, from 
which they were ihipped.to the Spinifli colo*» 
nies. Since the blockade of Cadiss this 
trade has, in a great meafure, been broken 
up. At prefent, they fend great quantities 
to Hamburgh, and even to England, of 
which no fmall proportion finally goes to 
the United States. The exportation of linen 
from the whole province amounts to about 
a million fterling, annually ; of which, one 
quarter part, at Icaft, is fent from Hirfchberg. 

We had heard much, before we left Ber- 
lin, of Sileiian hofpitality, and, in general, 
find the character well deferved. We have 
every where found the moil obliging atten- 
tions, and the flrongefl: difpofition to fatisfy, 
in every refpedl, our curiofity. In fbme in- 
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ilances, this kindnefs has been carried fo 
&r, as to become troublefome ; but this is 
far from having been the cafe with the 
civilities of Mr. Hefs, to which we had no 

fort of claim whatever. We happened, ac- 

* 

cidentally, to meet him at Mr, Reinhardt*s, 
when we went to fee his paintings ; and he 
recoUeSed having once dined with me at Mr. 
Schickler's in Berlin, a year or two ago. 
He has confidered this as giving us a fuffi- 
cient title to all his attentions, which, from 
that time, have been unceafing. 

Schmiedeberg, i^tb Auguft iSoo. 

Yefterday afternoon we concluded to pro* 
ceed upon our journey, and quitted, not with- 
out reludtance, the pleafant town of Hirfchr 
berg, where we have fo agreeably paffed 
a fortnight. The whole way hither is over 
a moft romantic valley, through fields, load- 
ed with luxuriant harvefts,. inter fperfed with 
bills and groves, country-feats, and villages, 
and bounded on one fide by th« r^nge of 
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mountains, of which you have fo often heard 
in thefc letters. The road is a turnpike, not 
inferior to the beft in England. Thcfe tum- 
pike-roadsy which extend all along the high* 
way, through what are called the mountain 
towns, were made by Frederic the Second, 
who alwayS' treated this province as a fa-* 
vourite. 

Schmiedeberg is a fmall city, containing 
ly^tween three and four thoufand inhabitants. 
It is about a German nriile in length, and 
confifts of one ftreet, in which there are 
many very handfome buildings j in both thefe 
refpeds it has a confiderable refemblance 
with the town of Salem in Maffachufetts. 
The principal manufactures here are of 
table-linen and of printed linens. I hope 
to give you fome further account of them in 
my next. 

YourSt &c. 
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LETTER XIV. 

Scbmiedfberg-^Linen^ White Tape^ 7dble^ 
linen ^ Creas ManufaBories — Bucbwald"^ 
T[be Friefenjliene. 

Scbmiedeberg, i3thAiigaft i8oo* 

Upon our arrival here, I haflencd, imine- 
diately, to deliver a letter I had for a Mr, 
Hpffinan, the clergyman of the place. Ucu 
fortuii^tely for us, he was obliged to goeady 
yefterday morning to Hirfchberg. He, 
however, rcquefled his friend, Mr. Frcde- 
fici, to ihew us the objedls deferving a 
ftf^ngpr's xuriofity here, which he lias ac« 
fprdipgly done. They confift, principsllyt 
of linen manufadluies, of various kinds j; a 
bufinefs which, in proportion to the fize of 
the place, is carried on with more adivity 
here than at Hirfchberg. The town con- 
tains, at moil, five thoufand inhabitants i 



and their exportation^ amount to about a 
million dollars annually. 

One of the principal merchants of the 
town is a Mr. Waldkirdi, who is. at 
this time employed in eredling buildings^ 
fufEcient for bleaching from twenty to 
twenty *five thouiand pieces of linen, yearly. 
For this purpofe, he has one large hqufe, in 
which he hangs up to dry the linen which 
has pafTed through the bleaching-tubs, infl)ead 
of ftretching it, as is ufual elfewhere, upon 
a grafs-plot. He gains, by this, the ad- 
vantage of being able to perform the procefs 
of drying, the whole year round, and is no 
longer dependent upon the feafon and the 
weather. He is likewife introducing here, 
from Irfelahd, the ufe of oxygenated muriatic 
acid (I am not chemift enough to know 
precifely what it is)^ to whiten the linen the 
better. Here, likewife, we faw the procefs 
of dreffing the linen, by pafling it through 
a tub of ftarch ; the obje<5t of which is, to 
give it ftiffnefs, and a glofs to the eye ; but 
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which they have not been accuftomed. to here, 
and which they fay, perhaps with truth, is 
lather injurious than beneficial to the linen. 

Another large manufadory is that of 
white tape, belonging to Mr. Gebauer, 
which is Hkewifea recent eftabH(hment here. 
It is a linen manufadory in miniature, the 
whok procefs of making it being exadly the 
fame. This, however, is more properly a 
manufadory, as the weaving, as well as thd 
bleaching and dteffing, is done here. There 
are between thirty and forty looms at work ; 
and in each loom, from fifteen to thirty-fix 
pieces of tape are made, in proportion to the 
width, which varies from about three inches, 
to a quarter of an inch. The machine by 
which fo many fhuttles are fet in motion by 
one loom, is an Englilh invention, as is, 
without exception, every contrivance for |he 
abridgment of labour, which we havi; yet 
feen in this province. 

The weaving is likewife performed in the 
tnanufadories of printed linens and cottons. 
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and of damafk table-linen. The printed 
linens arc principally handkerchiefs and 
Ihawls; the figures upon which are partly 
painted by women, and partly made by 
wooden moulds, the furfacc of whkh is firfl 
laid upon the colours, ready prepared, and 
then applied to the linen. In cotton they 
work very little; and what they make is 
very much inferior to the Englilh. 

The table-linen is inferior in quality, and 
higher in price, than that made in Saxony. 
This manufadlory does not thrive here, and 
would foon go entirely to ruin, but for the 
particular encouragement of the government. 
The damafk is made either of linen alto- 
gether, or with a mixture of filk, of which 
they make a fort of table-cloths, much ufed 
within the country, but not exported elfe- 
where. 

Another article of manufacture, that wc 
have met here, is what they call creas, a fort 
of linen, made of yarn, inftead of thread, 
and bleached before it is wove. The diftinc* 
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tion between yam and thread is not owing 
to the difference c^ the article from which 
they arc fpun, but to the manner of fpin- 
ping : thread is twiiled in fpinning ; yarn 
js fpun out, fimply, and confifls only of one 
part. This name of Creas is Spaniih, as 
^rc thofe of Platilles, and Eftopilles, by 
which the different forts of linen and lawn 
are defignated. Some of the pieces, too, arc 
called Bretagnes, and they are rolled up a la 
Morlaix; becaufe the Spaniards were, for«^ 
merly, furnilh^d with thofe articles from 
manufadliires eftablifhed at Morlaix, in the 
province of Britanny. The Bretagnes are 
fmajl pieces of liqen, containing juft enough 
to make two (hirts> and done up in flat 
fquarf s, much as you have been ufed to fee 
cambriqg, in our (hops* Mr. Waldkirch 
told nrie that they were obliged to fend them 
in fuch pieces, l)ecaufc the Spaniard is fo 
Jazy, that h? muil even have his linen cut 
up for him, before he will buy it* The 
pieces a la Morlaix are of fixty Silefian ells, 
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and rcdkd up Very dofe, ds round a fphsdlei 
*~What they call Platilles royalcs ire diont 
up much like the Iri(h linen ; fclLdtd* and 
tied round with bands of ftiff paper, orna* 
raented with a red riband, at one end, and 
ftamped figures upon iilver plating, to make 
it very ftiowy : the love of finery being as 
ftrong in the common Spaniard, as his hih- 
nefs* This fame difpofition, of judging 
every. thing by the eye, makes it neceflary 
to give the linens, like wife, a fine glofs; 
and various inventions are ufed for the pur«- 
pofe : among which, a machine ufed by Mn 
Gentich, another principal merchant of 
Schmiedeberg, moft attradied our attention. 
It is put in motion by the means of wheels, 
which are turned by water, like a common 
water«-mill, and four thick plates of glafs, 
of a circular form, and round edges » are 
made to pafs backwards and forwards, over 
as many pieces of linen, which, by the fame 
procefs, are made ta unroll and paf$ under 
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theih« They really give it a beautiful glofs ; 
but, from the extreme preflure they apply to 
it» Aiuft be hurtful to the article itfelf* Un« 
doubtedly, the linen is in its moft perfect 
condition, as it comes from the peafant's 
hands, when the flax has undergone only 
the operations of fpinning and weaving.— 
If nothing further were done to it, there can 
be no doubt but it would laft double the 
time. The whole bufinefs of bleaching, 
fulling, mangling, and gloiling, is but a 
continued effort to make the article look fairer, 
and, at the fa^e time, to rend its texture : 
it is the art of a proftitute, who paints the 
deeper, the more fhe is racked with difeafe. 
About an Englifh mile diftant from 
Schmiedeberg lies Buchwald, the feat of 
Count Redcm, who has the fuperintendency 
over the mines in Lower Silefia, a man of 
great information and merit, with whom I 
had fome acquaintance at Berlin. It is what 
in England is commonly called . an Qrn|i« 
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zneiued farm ; and the grounds are laid out 
altogether in the Engliih tafte. Nature is^ 
indeed, here fo extremely beautiful o/ her- 
felf, that (he will condefcend to receive very 
little decoration from human ingenuity. 
Here are lawns, and grottoes, and cafcades^ 
and running ftreams, and parks, which 
fcarcely require any thing more than enclo- 
fure, to make Englifli gardens. The infide 
of the houfe, and many of the Count's ar- 
rangements, with regard to his grounds, we 
could not fee, owing to his prefent abfence : 
he being gone to Waldenburg^ to make pre- 
parations at the mines for the reception of 
the Queen. 

Near the road, upon the way beiween 
Schmiedeberg and Landelhut, are three vail 
malTes of rock, at the top of an high moun- 
tain, which bear the name of the Fricfen- 
ftiene. The profpcd: from them is not thuch 
lefs cxtenfive, on the Silefian fide, than that 
from the Giant's Head. The whole valley of 
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Lower Silefia extends bctforc them ; the views 
from the Kynaft to the weft ward ar<i, here, 
fcncwed from a northcirn point, and the 
whole range of great ihbutitains runs eaft- 
efly, and feims to depart frotrt the fpot upoA 
which the fpedlator ftands. 

Your^, &c. 
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LETTER XV. 

Landejhut — The Convent of Grufau^ itr 

Church and Library. 

Landeihut^ 15th Augaft i8oo. 

After having icen the various objedls of 
curiofity at and ncai* Schmiedcbcrg, of which 
you have here a fhort account, we came the 
day before ycfterday to this town. The dif- 
tance is the fame as that from Hirfchberg fa 
Schmiedeberg, two German miles ; but the 
ride is longer, as the whole way is a cohti- 
dual fucceffion of up and down hilL The 
i^oad continues to be very good, and almolt 
every hundred paces as we proceed fome 
beautiful profpe<a prefents itfelf to our view. 
Landefhut is one of the oldeft towns in 
Silefia ; and though it has not more than 
half the population of Schmiedeberg, being 
built more compa^, it appears to be larger. 
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In the middle of the town, as in almoft all 
the Silefian cities, is a fquare, in the centre 
of which ftands the town^houfe. The 
houfes all around the fquare have piaz« 
zas before them like thofe of Covent 
Garden in London, or the arcades of the 
Palais Royal at Paris. One of the houfes in 
the fquare is always an inn ; and as the fquare 
is the centre of all the bufinefs, and the 
place where all the markets are held, the 
traveller has always before him an appear- 
ance of activity, which makes the town 
look lively. The houfes are built, as in 
Holland, with the gable-end towards the 
ftreet j but they are almofl all covered with 
a white plafter, which gives lightnefs and 
gaiety to the appearance of the ftreets, and 
has a very advantageous efFcdl when viewed 
at a diftance. From the tops of the houfes 
very large wooden troughs as fpouts run out 
into the ftreet, fo that the water which falls 
from them may juft hit the gutter. They 
look like fo many old beams fticking out 
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from the roofs, and are fo great a deformity 
to the ftreets, that I wonder they have not 

« 

been by degrees removed, and more feemly 
fpouts fubftituted in their ilead. Landelhut 
has at three different periods — •in the war of 
the Huflites in the fourteenth century, in 
the thirty years war, and in the feven years 
war — fuffered every extremity of facking, 
plundering, and fire. In point of opulence, 
however, it is now the fecond of the mountain 
cities ; and its exportation of linens is infe- 
rior in anriount only to that of Hirfchbcrg. 

On my arrival I delivered a letter to Mr. 
Ruck, one of the firft linen-merchants in 
the place, a Saxon by birth, but who has 
long travelled in England and Holland. 
His wife is the daughter of a Mr. Peter 
Hafenclever, a man whofe name muft be 
well known in America, particularly in the 
flates of New York and New Jerfey; 
where, juft before the commencement of the 
American revolution, he eftablilhed very ex- 
tenfive iron-works ; an undertaking in which 
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lie failed, hoimYer, by the mifcondud and 
diihonefty oS his partners in England. He 
thea came, to^tfkes widi his daughter and 
bis foii^m«Iaw, and entered into the linen- 
trade here; in which- they have profpered fo 
well, that at his death he left a handfome 
property, and* Mr. Ruck is now in the firfl 
line of bufinefs in the province, 

Yefterday morning Mr. Ruck, who is a 
very rcfpeftable old gentleman of feventy- 
five, came in his carriage, and took us with 
him to the cloifter of Griifau, a convent 
of monks of the Ciftcrtian order, fituated 
in a beautiful plain about a German mile 
diilant from the town. The abbot, whom 
they call here the prelate, was abfent; but 
one of the monks, a young man who both 
in mind and perfon fecmed fitter for almoft 
any place than a cloifter, received and at* 
tended us with the moft obliging kindnefs. 

This cloifter was founded in the year 1 292, 
by Bolko the Second, Duke of Schweidnitz 
and Jauer, a defcendant of the great Polifll 
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family of the Piafts. They have, in a 
diapelhere, a farcophagut eredsd in honour 
of him, widi a Latin inicription piup(wt« 
ing, that fiom the brevity of Im flatuie he 
had borne the furaame of Parvus; but that 
if he w^ to be eftimated by lihe abilities 
with whidi he governed his dominions^ he 
would be entitled td that of Magnus; if by 
his afiability, his charity, and generofity, 
Longe M^jor ; and if by his liberality to the 
hufch, moft efpecially in the foundaticNt) of 
this convent, Vere Maximus. Here is a 
double climax, of which the higheft term 
will doubtlefs appear to you chofen with a 
iagacity which would do honour to a Jefuit. 
The ceiling of the church is painted, io 
as to give an airy and light appearance to the 
whole, although the paintings themfelves 
aie in a Ayle of mediocrity. There are a 
few pidures by Wilhnan, whom thrjr call 
the Silefian Raphad ; and they certainly pof- 
fefs merit much fuperior to the left. One of 
the altar-pieces, the., young monk who 

1-3 
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accompanied us faid, was good for no* 
thing, bcciufe it was a lie. It meant to re- 
prefent an affemblage of all the faints, and 
there were only monks and priefts. One of the 
events which happened at the convent in the 
Huflite war is reprcfented both in painting 
and in fculpture. It was the murder of the 
abbot, and of all the monks, to the number 
of feventy. The dcftrudion was fo com- 
plete, that, to preferve the foundation itfelf, 
they were obliged to draw feveral monks 
from another convent. 

The organ is the fineft in all Silefia, and 
contains about two thoufand fix hundred 
pipes. The organift played for us about half 
an hour; the tones are ftrong and clear, but 
the imitation of the human voice is very im- 
perfed. 

Clofe to the church, appropriated exclu*- 
lively to the convent, is another, which they 
call the parochial church,, built by one of 
the abbots about feventy years ago, and de- 
dicated to St. Jofeph, the fofter-fathcr of 
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Chrift. It is painted in frefco on^ the 
ceilings and round the walls, entirely by the 
hand of Willman. The fcenes arc from the 
hiftory of Jofeph's life, and many of them 
are more creditable to the imagination than 
to the j udgment of the painter. 

The library confifls of about twenty-five 
thoufand volumes, which are kept in a light 
pleafant chamber, and arranged in excellent 

methodical order. It contains all the great col- 
lections of the fathers, the A<fts of the Saints, 
Councils, &c. The A£is of the Saints is a 
work which I had never feen before; the 
method obferved in this compilation is by 
giving the ads of each faint under the title of 
the day devoted ^ to him in the calendar. 
There are forty-fix thick folio volumes, and 
they have yet reached only to the middle of 
September.-^The laft volume was publiihed 
at Antwerp, about the year 1754, and pro- 
bably the work will never be carried any 
further. Muratori^s great colledlion of the 
Italian hiflorians is likewife here ; but they 

I' 4 
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have not that ofthe Byzantine writers. They 
are likewife entirdy deftitute of modern 
books; and, excepting the German, of all 
books in the modem languages. I £iw only 
two manufcripts i one written by a Ruffian 
general during the feven years war; the 
other a copy of the Koran, upon parchment* 
The number of monks at this convent is 
now only thirty. The foundation is very 
rich, and there are about forty thoufand 
peafants in vaffalage under iu 

Yours t &c. 
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LETTER XVI. 

A Silefian Dinner — Lutheran Church at 
LandeJhut—EccIefiq/lical Affairs of Silejia 
— Gottejberg — Stocking Manufadiory-^ 
Waldenburg — traffic in Linens — Coal- 
mines. 

Waldenburg^ i6thAuguft i8oo. 

From the cloifter at Griifau (the day before 
yefterday) we returned to dine with Mr. 
Ruck, at Landefhut. It was a formal 
dinner of thirty perfons, according to the 
falhion of the country ; we fat down foon 
after one, and rofe from table juft before fix. 
The whole of this time is employed in 
eating ; for the ladies and gentlemen all rofe 
together, and there was very little wine 
drank« But as only one difh is ferved at a 
time, and in a dinner of three courfes every 
diih muft be handed round to eveiy guefl. 
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the intervals between the difhes arc of courfe 
very long ; the ufual time of fitting oa fuch 
occafions, we are told, is about feven hours^ 
but it was here abridged out of complaifance 
to us. After dinner we walked in the 
garden, and coffee was fervcd in an arbour, 
where we fat fome time and converfed. As 
evening came on, the company fat down to 
cards, and played until eleven, when a cold 
collation was ferved in another room* We 
were how permitted, as flrangers, to return 
to our inn ; but the refl of the company con- 
tinued at their cards and the collation until 
halfpafl twelve. This is the ufual courfe 
of a great dinner in Silefia. The company 
confifled of the principal linen-merchants, 
and the Lutheran clergy of the place. 
Aniong them I found men of agreeable man* 
ncrs and of confiderable information, but 
none of them fpoke any other language 
than German. In general throughout Sile-^ 
fia fpeaking French i? confidered as an affedl- 
ation of high life, and a fort of ridicule is 
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caft upon it; fo that many who are well 
verfed in the language fcruple at fpeaking it 
eve» with a ftranger. For myfelf, I like 
this fo much the better ; it forces me to make 
a trial of my flrength in German , and affords 
me fome help in the acquifition of this lan- 
guage. 

Yefterday morning we went to fee the Lu- 
theran church at Landeihut, and its library i 
the church is built exadfcly upon the fame 
model as that of Hirfchberg, though not fo 
large, nor, like that, decorated with paintings. 
The library is fmall, and confifls chiefly of 
theological books ; its principal curiofity is 
a manufcript volume containing original 
letters from perfons of diftinguifhed name in 
the ^xteeiith and f^v^nteenth centuries j 
among the reft are a few from l-#uther, and 
many from his friend at^d J^f^lftant Mc- 
landlhon, 

The number of Catholics and of Evange^ 
lies throughout Silefia is nearly equal, but 
in all the manufadluring parts of the province 
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the proportion of the Catholics is much 
fmaller, fcarcely of one to ten. The arch- 
biihop of Breflau is the only Catholic pre- 
late in the province, though before the Pruf- 
£an conqueft the abbots of the great cloifters 
at Grtifau and Leubus, and perhaps others, 
were members of the dates. There are no Lu- 
theran bifhops; but the ecclefiaftical concerns 
are under the fuperintendency of a confiftorj 
at Breflau, . Subordinate to the minifter of 
juftice at Berlin, who prefides over the whole 
ecclefiaftical department. The falaries of 
the Lutheran clergy are veiy low, none of 
them amounting to two hundred Pruffian 
dollars a year. 

After viewing Mr. Ruck*s bleachery, 
which differs very little from thofe we had 
fcen before, we came yefterday afternoon 
three German miles from Landeihut to this 
town. The country ftill continues to be cn- 
chantingly beautiful, and the roads excellent, 
diough very hilly. When we had come 
about two thirds of tb6 way we palTed 
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through the little town of Gott^fberg, and 
before almoft every houfe faw women, boys, 
and girls, induftrioufly employed in knitting 
worfted flockings, of which that is the 
principal m^ufadiuring place. Thus, upon 
almoft every mile of our paflage, we behdd 
induftry with a diiFerenfe, and always with 
sm uftful occupation. But it is always a 
great alloy to the fatisfad:ion we receive 
from this profpe(5t, that it is accompanied 
with that of wretchednefs. The poor people 
who are thus continually toiling, can fcarcely 
earn a fufficiency for their bare fubfiftence, 
and aie fubjedted to various heavy opprefHons* 
The manufai^ori^s of linens, in pai^dcular, 
which raife large fortunes to the merchants 
who export them from the cities, fcarcely 
give bread to the peafants, who do all the 
valuable part of the work. 

Here at Waldenburg, the inn where we 

lodge is, as ufual, fituated in the ring, or 

public fquare, which I defcribed to you in 

my laft; and thi* being a market-day, we 

I 
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have had all the forenoon a crowd of pea** 
fants under our windows, each of them with 
one or two pieces of linen in a bag, ftanding 
and waiting for a purchafen The merchant 
ofiers his price, and if it is agreed to, marks 
it upon the piece of linen, which the peafant 
then carries to the purchafer's ftore, and re- 
ceives his money. But it is faid that the 
merchant often marks the linen with the 
price he ofiers, even when the feller refufcs 
to let it go at fo low a rate; and, as the pea- 
fant cannot efface immediately the mark of 
the chalk, he fcarcely ever can obtain, from 
a fubfequent purchafer, any more than he 
fees has been offered for the piece before. 
Thus the price is made dependant, in a great 
degree, upon the will of the purchafer ; and 
the peafant, who feels himfelf by the iniqui- 
tous conflitution of civil fociety a degraded 
being, iubdued alike in foul and body, has 
neither the fpirit to refent, nor the right to 
claim redrefs againft this abominable impofi- 
tion. This morning we called up one of 
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thefe peafants from our windows, and a(ked 
bim the price of the piece of linen he had 
under his arm* He faid, fix dollar s^ It was, 
doubtlefs, at leaft a dollar more than any of 
the merchants would have given him ; but 
I was difpofed to fee what would be the 
efk& of giving him his own price, and told 
him we would take it. He no fooner faw 
what accommodating traders he had to deal 
with, than he began to extol the excellency 
of his linens, and to urge me to give him 
more than he had afked. This I refufed ; 
and though the poor fellow had certainly 
fold his goods higher than he had exped:ed, 
I am afraid he went away rather regretting 
that he had not demanded more, than pleafed 
that he had got fo much. 

We have this day viiited the coal-mines, 
which are within an Englifli mile of the 
town. A fubterraneous canal, the entrance 
into which reminds one of the poetical de- 
fcents of epic heroes to the infernal regions, 
condu^ls one to the fpot whence the miners 
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draw the coal. You go down in z boat, 
flat-bottomed, about a yard wide, and ten 
feet long : the canal is not more than four 
feet wide, and equally deep, and over it is 
an arch about as high, hewed in many 
places through the folid rock ; it is nearly 
an Englilh mile long, and ftrikes deeper aikd 
deeper under ground, until the furface of the 
earth overhead is more than a hundred and 
fifty feet above you. The boat is pufhed 
along through the canal by two then, one 
landing at each end, who, with a ihort 
flick in the hand, prefs it againft the fides 
of the arch that goes over the canal. After 
you have advanced about two thirds of the 
way, you come to lanes, which open on one 
fide, and, lead two or three hundred yards to 
the places where the coal is cut out from the 
fide of the priine ; but we could not fee the 
miners at work this day, becaufe they were 
employed in exercifes for a folemn procef- 
fion, which is intended, in compliment to 
the Queen y who is expected here next week. 
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This water communication from the fur&ce 
of the earth to the bottom of the mine, 
which fo prodigioufly facilitates the tranf- 
portation of the coal from its original dun* 
geon to the regions of day, is an Englifh 
contrivance, very recently, and with fomc 
reludlance, adopted here. The further wc 
go, and the more we fee, the greater reafon 
we have to be convinced that England is the 
country where genius and fcience have been 
the moft fuccefsfully applied to the improve- 
ment of the arts and manufadtures. 

Yours, &c. 



' ( 
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LETTER XVII. 

Altwajfer — Furjlenjiein — Count Hochberg 
^'—Friedland-'-^Ader/bach — Extraordinary 
Scenery. 

Waldenburg, 17th Auguft i8oo. 

Before we fet out upon this tour from 
Berlin i we had heard a great deal of Silefian 
hofpitality; and, from our reception and 
treatment from the moment when we entered 
the province^ you will judge how amply this 
charad:er is deferved. We have had occafion 
to fee more of it this day. Mr. Jopfcr, the 
burgomafter of the town, to whom we had 
a letter of introdu6lion, invited us this morn- 
ing to breakfaft with him and his family at 
Altwaffer, a bathing-place, about an Englifli 
mile out of the town, at which he has a 
country --houfe j and, according to the cuf- 
tonrii of the country, fept his carriage to take 
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US there. It is a charming fpot, in a vallqr, 
furrounded by hills, and in a iituation which 
probably contributes, more than the waters, 
to reftore health to the vifitors of the place. 
The tafte of the water refembles that of 
Seltzer water, but contains not fo large a 
quantity of fixed air. Mr. Jopfer, I /ind, 
as well as all the other great linen-merchants 
in the mountain-towns, has made the expe- 
riment of opening a trade diredHy with 
America ; and, like all the reft, he is not fatif- 
fied with the fuccefs of his fpeculation. The 
brothers , two of whom were here per- 

fonally about two years ago, and a Mr. > 

another German merchant, fettled in Phila- 
delphia, procured linens to be fent them to 
a very large amount, for which they have 
not yet made their payments. The returns 
they have made were chiefly in fugar, in 
coffee, and in bills payable in England, upon 
all which much lofs has been fuftained by the 
great failures laft winter at Hamburgh, and 
by the very low courfe of exchange upon 
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London. Mr. Jopfer afked me if I could 
itcommend any mercantile houfes to him in 
New Yofk, Philadelphia, or Baltimore, a3 
perfeftly fure houfes, to whom he could 
fafely coniign linens ; and the fame queftion 
has been afked me by other merchants in 
thcfc towns ; but I have ventured only to 
name Mr.   , at Bofton, and that with- 
out knowing whether it would be agreeable 
to him. I will thank you to fend me one or 
two names of merchants in each of thofe 
towns, who do bufinefs upon confignments, 
and who enjoy the moft firmly-eftablifhed 
credit. But let them be genuine, folid mer- 
chants, whofe credit is founded upon their 
character for honefty, and not, as is too 
common in our country, upon the extrava- 
gant extent of their enterp.rifes. I Ihall like- 
wife be obliged to you to make inquiries 
what was the fituation, in point of pecu- 

niary circumllances, of Mr. , of §outh 

* Carolina, when he died ; for he owed about 
four thoufand pounds fterling to Mr. Hafen- 
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devcr, who never oould obtain the pajmeni 
of k in his lifetin^e, and whoie daughter has 
been equally uofuccefsful in her applications 
for it (Lace his dcoeafe. 

This afternoon wc went to Fiirflcnftein, 

the feat of a Count Hochberg, who has very 

« 

large pofieilions in this part of the country, 
and to whom, in particular, the town of 
Waldenburg belongs. The feat is about a 
German mile di Aant from the town, iituated 
in one of thofe beautiful and romantic fpots 
which are ftiU as delightful to us to fee, as 
I am afraid they are by this time tedious for 
you to hear of. On the fumxnit of a hijl, 
near the houfe in which the Count now 
refides, are the ruins of an oldcafUe^ which 
have been partly rebuilt by him^ and which, 
for that reafon, fcarcdy look fo venerable as 
thofe of the Kynaft and of Lahnhaus. This 
place, however, is fo remarkable for pic- 
turefque beauty, that it is vifited at all times 
by ftrangers^ as one of the principal Dbje<3:s 
of curioiity in the province. At prcfcnfc'fi 
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is doubly interefting; the day after to-mor- 
row the Queen is expedled to arrive at Fiir- 
flenftein, where (he purpofes to fpend a 
couple of nights : for her reception the Count 
is preparing an entertainment fuitable to the 
charadier of his ancient caflle. On the fame 
hill, and juft below the drawbridge over the 
moat, which is ftill fuppofed to furround 
the building, the ground is meafured out and 
enclosed, where a caroufal is to be held in 
honour of the great vifitor. Sixteen knights, 
all in the coftume of the feudal times, are to 
jflue from the walls of the old caftle, to go 
and meet the Queen upon her approach, and 
efcort her to the fpot where the exercifes of 
arms, or rather of horfemanfhip, are to be 
performed : the evening is to clofe with a 
mafked ball. This afternoon a preparatory 
reprefentation (for it cannot ftridlly be called 
a rehearfal) of the whole ceremony was 
given; and as it was necefTary for us, in 
order to get a fight of the exhibition on 
STuefday, to pay our refpeds previoufly to 
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the Count and Countefs, we took the oppor- 
tunity at the fame Hme to fee this trial, of 
which we had, doiibtlefs, a much better 
view than we fhall have amidft the immenfe 
crowds of people who will throng to the 
real (how. The Count and Countefs re- 
ceived and treated us with a courteoufnefs 
worthy of the .real age of chivalry. 

Tuefday Momiug> 19th Auguft i8oo. 

Yefterday we took a ride in one of the 
common poftchaifes of the country, to Aderf- 
bach, in Bohemia, which is between three 
and four German miles from this place. The 
roads have been lately repaired for the ac- 
commodation of the Queen; but they are 
ftill not fuch as we could travel in our own 
carriage. We paffed through thie fmall town 
of Friedland on 9iur way, juft beyond which 
are the boundaries between the two pro- 
vinces. Aderfbach itfelf is a fmall village 
of no importance; but what makes it re- 
markable is, that near it begins an immenfe 
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range x^ loofe rocks which extend more than 
three German miles, and which have been 
thrown together, or loofened from each other, 
in a manner the moft extraordinaiy of any 
thing I ever beheld. Imagine to yourfclf a 
city of the firft magnitude, all the build- 
ings of which were from one hundred and 
fifty to four hundred feet high. Suppofe 
this city to have been deftroyed by fire, or 
by an earthquake, and to have left only 
fragments of the walls of its houfes ftand- 
ing, and all the ftreets, lanes, and alleys 
flill paffable, you will then have the moft 
accurate idea I can give you of this truly 
wonderful fport of nature. Many of the 
rocks hang together in large maffes, but 
many of them ftand fingly, like one fide of 
tlie wall of a houfe, and upon bafes fo ex- 
ceflively fmall, in proportion to their weight, 
that they feem to bid defiance to the laws of 
gravitation. Many of them are thrown into 
(hapes, which bear more or fefs refemblanoe 
to varioua other objedls, of which thetiames 



J 



Tour through silesia. 169 

are given them for the fake of diftindtion. 
Thus, there is the Inverted Sugarloaf, the 
Prieft, the Pulpit, the Kettle-drums, the Gal- 
lows, the Chimney, the Bridge (which I 
think fnuft refemble the natural bridge do- 
fcribed by Mr* Jcffcrfon in hi« "Notes on 
Virginia*'), the Church-ftccple, &c. In 
one place there is a waterfall, about as high 
as the Zackerle-fall, and at prefent nearly as 
cx)piou$. There is likewife an echo, not much 
iuperior to that of the Kynaft. We returned 
h& evening to Waldenburg. 



Yours, &c. 
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LETTER XVIIL 

Defcription of a Caroufal and Mafquerade 
given at Furfienftein^ on the Arrival of ibe 
King and ^eenofPruJJia. 

Waldenburg^ 20th Auguft i8oo. 

Th e fhortncfs of my paper and of my time, 
ycfterday, abridged my defcription of the 
natural ruins at Aderfbach, one of the moft 
curious objeiSts we have yet viewed upon 
this journey. As I was clofing my letter, 
the King and Queen paffed under our win- 
dows, on their way to Fiirftenftein : there a 
double entertainment, combining the fafhion- 
able amufements of ancient and modern 
times, a caroufal and a mafquerade, was 
prepared for them. 

The caroufal was in a ftyle of great fplen- 
dour and magnificence. The fixteen knights, 
the herald, and the banneret, were clad, not 
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in armour,' but in the faftiionable full drefs 
of the age of Charles V. and Francis I. The 
ceremonies were performed with rigorous 
accuracy, according to the ufages of chi- 
valry. The exercifes of the knights were, 
in themfelves, nothing at all. The higheft 
proof of Ikill was to take ^ ring from the 
hand of a ftatue, with the point of the 
fpear, upon a horfe at full gallop : even 
this very few of them fucceeded in doing. 
At any riding amphitheatre in Europe, or 
America, may be feen for half a crown the 
fame things performed with infinitely more 
{kill and addrefs. But the clofe adherence 
to the forms ufual in the times when knight- 
hood was in its glory; the pomp and 
folemnity of the reprefentation ; the contraft 
between the grandeur of the fpeiftacle and 
the old ruined walls, the relics of five cen« 
turies; and between the romantic wildnefs 
of the extenfive profpedl around, and the 
crowded thoufands who were prefent to fee 
the fhow; all contributed to produce a plea£p 
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jng effedl. The four moft fuccefsful knights 
received medals of different value, proppr- 
ticmed to the degree of the prize they obtained. 
The Queen hung the medals upon their 
Bccks. It was expelled, that after the names 
of the vi<3:ors had been proclaimed, and the 
lierald had thrice called out to afk if any 
knight were yet difpofed to difpute the 
prizes adjudged, a ftrapge knight wouM ap- 
pear, and enter the lifts to renew the contelft 
ibr the firft medal ; but this exped:ation was 
difappointed. 

The mafked baill was given in the houfc 
where the Count now refides, an elegant and 
richly furniihed modern building, which 
was illuminated upon the occafion. There 
were fcarcely any mafks in charad:!er, and no 
attempt was made by thofe that were to fup- 
port it : upon the whole it was very dull. 
The principal company confiftied of the 
knights, who had performed art the carouf^l, 
and their ladies : three quarters of thefe, to 
(zf the leaft, were dii3atxs£ed at the; iflue of 
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the day, in which, as is very common on 
fuch occafions, the race was not to the fwift, 
nor the battle to the ftrong ; for it fo hap- 
pened, that the very beft riders of the com- 
pany failed in obtaining any one of the prices. 
Thus the countenances in (hade, and the 
multitude of black dominos, with unmean- 
ing or hideous mafks, gave the whole rather 
the appearance c^ a funeral proceffion than 
of an high feftivity. We ftayed not morq 
than half an hour, and a little after midnight 
returned to our inn at Waldenburg. 

Yours ^ &c. 



174 TOUR THROUGH SILESIA. 



LETTER XIX. 

Ficrftenjiem — Freyburg-^Pecu/iarities of the 
Silefian Mountains and Mount ain^tofwns^ 
and their Inhabit an ts-^^^Lime-pits near 
Freyburg — Schweidnitz- — Its Defe£is as a 
Fortrefs — Its Convents — Its Privile^ of 
Exemption from yews-^Its Churches. 

SchweidnitZj 2t^ Auguft 1800. 

Yesterday afternoon we came from 
Waldenburg, three German miles, to this 
town. About half way between the two 
places, we defcended from the hill upon 
which Furftenftein is fituated, and, leaving 
the iinall town of Freyburg at our left hand, 
entered upon a very extenfive and fertile 
plain, which admirably contrafts with thofe 
mountainous regions where we have fo agree- 
ably pafled about four weeks. The mouiw 
tain-towns, properly fo called, are five: 
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from four of them, Hirfchberg, Schmiede- 
berg, Landefliut, and Waldcnburg, my laft 
letters to you are dated. Upon our return^ 
we hope to fee the fifth, which is Grcifien- 
bcrg; and is fituated juft upon the borders of 
Saxony. We have now gone through the 
moft interefting part of our journey. The 
mountain- towns, and the mountains them- 
felves, with their inhabitants, have a pecu- 
liar charadler, diftincft even from that of the 
reft of Silefia, and much more fo from that 
of the other Pruffian provinces. Their dif- 
tance from the fea, and even from all inland 
navigation, fecludes them from that great 
and continual intercourfe with the reft of the 
world, which, according to Yorick's happy 
illuftration, effaces the appropriate ftamp, 
at the fame time that.it gives the higheft 
polifti to human characters. Accordingly, 
we find fomething original and ch^raifleriftic 
in almoft every individual we meet. As their 
country is feldom vifited by ftrangers, their 
hofpitality is cordial, warm, confiding, and 
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carried fometimcs fo far as would be trouble- 
fome» if gratitude could admit ai^ thing to be 
troublefome which proceeds from fuch good 
intentions. The habitual induftry, fo general 
among them, preferves them from thate^* 
cefEve poverty and thofe vices which arc pre- 
valent in fome countries ftill more favoured 
by nature ; though even here the comfort of 
the greaf mafs of the people is fo much in- 
ferior to what their induftry deferves, that 
humanity cannot contemplate their condition 
without a figh of compaiiion. Yet they 
have a privilege very unufual in the PruiTian 
dominions, a great and valuable privilege, 
the worth of which they fully know, and in 
which they take a proper pride— it is that 
of having no foldiers quartered upon them, 
no troops in garrifon. This circymftance 
aloi>e would be fufficient to produce an im- 
menfe difference between the charai^er of the 
people here, and that of their lefs fortunate 
fellovv-fubjedls. Inftead of that perpetual, 
unvaried, and difgufting view of idlenefs. 
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' and mifery, and vice, wiA tbe unifohh on 
the back, and the gun in the hand, it is 
truly refrefliing to the foul to fee towns and 
villages, and I might almoft fay the very 
mountain wilds, teeming with adlive and 
ufeful labour. In confequence of this ex- 

' emption, too, that reverence for the military 
character, which the. policy of the Aate has 
rendered neceflary in Pruffia, extends not 
here. To go through the exercifes and evo- * 
lutions of a review, is not confidercd as the 
moft exalted of all mortal accomplifhments ; 
nor is an epaulette the golden image before 
which all the people proftrate themfelves iri 
fign of worfliip. The badges of monarchy 
being thus i emote, and the nobility who re- 
fide in the province having generally their 
houies in the country, the manners of the 
people in the towns have more of a repub- 
lican than of a monarchical caft ; and the 
general equality among the people gives 
them a facial turn, which I havefeldom feen 
in other parts of Germany. In every one of 

N 



\ 



\ 



*-^> 



1/8 TOUR THROUGH SILESIA. 

the towns we found fome inftitution of an 
aflembly, where the citizens in comfortable 
circumdances, with their families^ meet 
once a week, or oftener, to enjoy the plea- 
fures of converfation and fociai amufements. 
Yet, however interefting the fight of this 
country may be to a traveller paffing through 
it at this feafon of the year, its attradions 
are counterbalanced by too many inconve- 
niences to make it an inviting place for a 
permanent refidence. We have had ample 
occafion to convince ourfelves that the repre- 
fentations of the Prufliah travellers in thefc 
regions, who make Saturnian times roll round 
again to blefs this land with innocence and 
happinefs, are greatly exaggerated, to fay 
the lea ft. Thofe paflions which, in the more 
clofely accumulated focieties of mankind, 
contribute to make human life .miferable, 
bemg here confined to a narrower fphere, 
and applied to fmaller objefts, .are fl:ill acSivc 
to make it uncomfortable* The climate, 
likcwi%; is at leaft by ten degrees of lati- 



'V. 



TOUR THROUGH SILESIA. I79 

tude more rigorous than that of the fame 
parallel upon level land. Thofe mountains- 
tops, upon which we weie regaled with le- 
freihing breezes, are, almoft the whole year 
round, fwept with chilling blafts; thofe 
trees which now wave their verdure over the 
brows of the hills, three quarters of the year 
ftretch forth their leaflefs branches, as if to 
implore the mercy of an unrelenting flcyj 
thofe fields which now feem to exult under 
the burden of their fertility, fix months of the 
twelve lie bleaching under a thick cruft of 
fnow. The tranfitions from heat to cold, 
even at the faireft feafon, are fo great, fo 
frequent, and fudden, as often to prove per-^ 
nicious to the health; and fcarcely any of 
the fruits of temperate regions here enjoy 
enough of the genial warmth of the fun to 
attain maturity. Were we to give full credit 
to ZoUner, the moft moderate of the Prulfian 
tourifls in Silefia, we fliould fuppofe beg- 
gars to be a race of beings unheard of on the 
Silefian fide of the jtnountains, but that the 
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ififtant you fet your loot «pto fioheci^ii,^ thisf 
fwarmed round yoy by *Jw?9^iw^6. TA* 
i^ (bperior ccmditipn of the Silefi^os i$, indf^, 
very ck^rly, and even ftrongly marked in 
this particular, as th^e beggars are certainly 
more numerous on the Bohemian fide. But 
even on the other, we were not fortunate 
enough to pafs a fingle day without meeting 
more th?in one beggar ; and the train of wo- 
men and children who followed us to the 
Zacken-fall, gafping for a dreyer, was as 
numerous as that w hich purfued u$ among 
the ruins of Aderfbach. 

The accommodations for travellers upon 
the mountains thcmfelves are very miferable ; 
but, in the towns, the inns are rather ^bovi^ 
the average of public-houfes in Qermany. 
Almoft every where we found good bread, 
butter, coffee; milk, and water. The water, 
indeed, which trickles down the fides of the 
mountains in ten thoufand ftreams, which 
you crofs at almoft every tenth ftep you 
take, is fo clear and cool^ that fomfe fclf-con- 
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tml is ntceflaiy ta avoid drinking it, while 
y6a arc fwcaiting uivc^r the toil of the afcent. 
The mourtkainfecrs, however, take no pre- 
csmtmns of this kind, but freely drink from 
the brooks at the very moment when they 
ae in the profufeft perfpiration. If I were 
^phyfician I fhould, perhaps, inquire whe- 
their the goitres^ of which we have heard fo 
much upon the nfiountains of Switzerland, 
at^d whi<ih are by no means uncommon upon 
tfaefe, are not partly imputable to this care^ 
kflhefs. 

Juft on this fide of Freyburg, upon our 
lide hither, we flopped, and I went down 
into a lime-pit which was clofe by the fide 
of the road : its depth might be about a 
hundred and twenty feet. At the fame place 
there was formerly a quarry of marble, 
which is now exhaufted. We faw one fur- 
nace, in which they were burning the lime- 
ftone ; it was in the open air, like a deep 
kettle funk into the ground, upon which 
they place alternately a layer of coal and a layer 
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of the ftonc, which they^ keep thus 
ally burning the whole ftimmer through. At 
the bottom of the pit were finall ponds of 
water, which fome of thd workmen were 
employed in pumping out i there was a xna^ 
chine on the top, like thofe ufed under the 
Addpbi buildings, to anfwer the fame pur- 
pofe. We faw one large block of the 
marble which was formerly drawq from the 
quarry : it was a bluifh ilone, with a very 
fmall mixture of white j apparently a marble 
of the moft ordinary kind. The works have 
been carried on about thirty years. 

Schweidnit? is a confiderably large and 
handfomely built town, containing about fix 
thoufand inhabitants, with agarrifon ufu^lly 
of two thoufand men. It is chiefly remark- 
able as one of the three fortrefles (Silberherg 
and Glatz are the two others) upon which 
the fate of Silefia, in the wars between 
Auftri^ ^nd Pruffia, muft always depend. 
But as the place is fituated in the midft of a 
large plain, and has not even a navigable 
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river running before it, the natural fituation 
is far from flrong ; and mere art has never 
yet contrived a fortification which art is not 
competent to fubdue. Schweidnitz, there- 
fore, has never been able to ftand a long 
fiege, and in the feven years war was four 
times taken and retaken. The Cathohcs in 
the town are in the proportion of one to four 
Proteftants. There are four cloifters ; but, 
like moft of the Silefian convents, they are 
almoft or entirely without monks or nuns, 
excepting one of the order of St. Urfula, 
where feven-and-twenty poor fifters bewail 
their virginity, and of which my wife can 
give a better account than I, as the good 
nuns, according to the rules of their order, 
hold the male fex too much in abomination 
to admit any of us, publicly, within their 
walls. • 

I am forry to fay that Schweidnitz is not 
yet alhamed to enjoy the privilege of fuffer* 
ing no Jews within the town. The occafion 
which gave rife to this ridiculous and barba* 
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rous regulation is reprefcnted in a picture 
which yet difgraces the Catholic church in 
the town, under which is a German infcrip-p 
tion, narrating the ftory after the Catholic 
fafliion. It relates, that about the year 
1450, certain Jews obtained poffeffion of a 
confecrated hoft, which they treated with 
contempt and indignity, which the picture 
further explains by reprefenting two of the 
Jews as ftabbing the wafer with daggers, 
and the wafer, of courfe, as ftreaming with 
blood. For this offence ten Jews and feven 
of their wives were burnt at the flake, and 
the town was formally privileged, never 
again to be contaminated with the prefence 
of a Je\y. 

This Catholic cliurch was firft built by 
Bolko the Little, the laft Duke of Schweid- 
nitz, and the fame pious perfonage whofe 
gradations of greatnefs were fo accurately 
meafured upon the infcription at Griiflau. 
It has gone through various adventures, and 
a fingular fucceflion of proprietors, and 
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finally beloi^ged to the Jefuits^ uxitil the 
abolition of their order in 1775. It has the 
higheft ftceple in all Sileiiay and from which 
there is an extenfive and beautiful profpe^t 
over the wide plains whix:b iiirround the 
town to the diflant mountains, which look 
like a wall round the horizon. . 

The Lutheran church was one of the th«cc 
which were ftipulated to be built in Sikfia, 
by the peace of Weftphalia ; the privilege 
was granted upon condition that the fabric 
Ihould only be of wood and plafter, which 
gives it, on. the outiide, the appearance of a 
barn. But, as a compenfation for this ex- 
ternal reftraint, the Lutherans indulged them- 
fclves by ornamenting the more profufely 
the infide of the church ; and it is fufEciently 
fpacious to contain a congregation of five 
thoufand perfons: it affembles nearly that 
number in their devotions almoft every Sun- 
day to this day. In general we find the 
churches very well filled on Sundays, in 
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every town which we had the opportnnity to 
vifit at that time. 

This morning the Queen pafFed through 
this town on her way to Glatz. She was 
received with' much ceremony ; and a pro- 
ceffion of twelve pretty maidens, clad in 
white, went with an addrefs to her, and 
fome fmall prefents. We have fpent the 
day here, partly for the purpofe of letting 
her Majefty get fo far before us, as not to 
deprive us of a lodging-place at the inns, 
and of poft-horfes on the roads. 

Yours, &c. 
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• LETTER XX. 

I 

Reicbenbach — Its new Church — Frankenftein 
— Wartba — Its Cloifier and Church-^ 

Glatz. 

Glatz^ 23d Auguft 1800. 

Yesterday morning, early, we left 
Schweidnitz, and came feven German miles, 
through the towns of Reichenbach, Frank- 
enftein, and Wartha, to this place. Reich- 
enbach is chiefly remarkable for being the 
place, where the laft treaty between Auftria 
and Pruflia was concluded ; and for a new 
Lutheran church, the architedture of which 
is at once the moft iimple and elegant of 
any fimilar building that I ever faw. The 
church itfelf is an oblong fquare; and inter- 
nally are three oval galleries, one above 
the other, and all fupported by pillars of the 
Doric and Ionic orders ; the fi^e of which 
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is duly graduated in proportion to their 
height. The oval of the loweft gallery is 
complete, but an opening is left in the two 
upper ones, at one end of the church, for 
the organ. The altar ia encloTed within al 
femici^cle, formed by fix Ionic pillars, iiip- 
porting a canopy, and between which are 
four emblematical ilatues. The pulpit is 
juff over the altar, a little backwards, and 
not, as is ufual in moft European churchesv 
on one fide of the edifice. The building is^ 
of'ftone, plailered white, and within the 
church there are no paintings. It was erect- 
ed in the year 1795. 

At Fraakenfleia we faw the walk of an 
old callle, which have been more than a cen* 
titry and a half in a ruinous flate. In gene* 
ral, there is fcarcely a town in all Lower Si- 
kfia^ but bears, to this day, fomc mark of 
defolation frum. the thirty yqirsartd the f<»ven 
years wars. 

Warthais fituatedina-deepvall^, between 
two raiiges of fteep and lofty mountains^ 



wttththcTivfr Neiis windifig round bet w;eca 
thfim. Its ppfidon i^ to beautiful, that 
ffves^l q{ At pauito-s of Sile&wi views 
haw chaffen thi$ fpat for one of tbem^ It 
is a very fmall town, diftinguifhed only for 
4 cloiftcr of the Ciftertian order, in which 
there are now not more than four or five 
monks. The church belonging to the cloif- 
ter is large, and celebrated for the fihe pro* 
portions of its aFchite(^ure, as well as for the 
beft organ in Silefia, excepting that of Griiflau. 
It contains no paintings of value, but I re- 
marked a great number of ex voto pidlures^ 
dedicated to the holy Virgin, principally by 
perfons recovered from ficknefs. In one 
corner of the church I faw an ugly pidure 
of n face, done upon iilk, and a fmall iilver 
point of a fpear, each of them under a frame 
atidaglafs; with certificates that they had 
been touched by certain holy relics at Rome 
and Ancona ; fuch as the real face of Chrift, 
and the fpear which pierced his fide. It 
fi^iould fcem, that,. according to the Romifti 
fyflcm, thefe real relics have a certain mag- 
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netic virtue, and that any thing touched by 
them becomes as efficacious as themfelves. 
While I was looking at the unfeemly mafk, 
a woman, after kneeling, for fome time, 
before the great altar, came, and devoutly 
kiffed the glafs that covered the face, and 
then tripped away as lightly as if (he were 
fure all her fins were forgiven. 

By Hopping a day at Schweidnitz we 
had hoped the Queen would get fuch a ftart 
of us upon her tour, that we fhould no 
longer find a difficulty in procuring lodgings, 
orhorfcs, on the road, owing to her prefencej 
but upon arriving here laft night, we found 
fhe had been from this place to Landeck^ in 
the morning, and was expeded to return and 
lodge here again, which (he really did. The 
town was, of courfe, much crowded, and 
we are obliged to content ourfelves with 
worfe than ufual ^commodations. This 
morning at fix the Qwen took her departure 

for Breflau. 

Yours, &c. 
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LETTER XXL 

Landeck — Its Baths and mineral Waters-^ 
Beauty of its Environs — The River Biele 
-^-Waterfall at Wolf elf griinde^Ruins of 
the Town ofHabelfchword. 

Glatz^ 25th Auguft. 

liiE governor of the town being abfent 
with the King, who was holding a review at 
Neifs, I fent my compliments on Saturday- 
morning to the commandant^ with a requeft 
to fee the fortrcfs, which had been men- 
tioned as the only thing worthy of remark 
that we (hould find in this town; but he 
took fo much time to deliberate,^ whether in 
the abfence of the governor he could give us 
the permiflion, that I concluded that day to 
go on Landeckj which we did in one of 
Ae common carriages of the country. Lan* 
deck is a fmall town three German miles 
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diflant, with baths and mineral waters^ 
which are much frequented by company m 
fearch of heahh or amufcment during the 
months of July and Auguft. Now there 
is fcarcely any body there, but our landlord 
at the inn toki us there had been much 
company before the King and Queen came 
into Silefia, and expreffed a hope and belief 
that after the review at Breflau many of them 
would again find leifure enough to be fick, 
and come to bathe and drink a little more. 
The bath waters are about milk- warm ; thofe 
they drink are cold and clear as cryftal, but 
fo much impregnated with fulphur, that fhey 
taftelike bilge-water. Whatever their effi* 
cacy may be, I have never feen any bathing- 
place, the fituation of which had an appear- 
ance more calculated to preferve or reftorc 
health than Landeck. It is in a valley, 
furr9undcd by hills more or lefs elevated, 
fome of which are ftill covered with foreft^ 
of (lately trees, while others prefent the 
afped: of cultivation to their very fummiis. 
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(^ the fide of one of thefe hills are the two 
baths i thechuithi a large and elegant houfc 
built hf the Governor of Glatz f another, 
lefs fpadouSt built by the Count Hoym, the 
directing mintfter of Silefia^ for his fon-iii*- 
law Count Malt2ahn; the ialoon or hall» 
an which a table d^hote is kept, and a few 
apartments for the accommodation of the 
bathers, and various other buildings. Upon 
another hill, about half a mile diftant from 
the baths, is a fort of temple^ built likewife 
by Count Hoym, which occasionally ferveA 
for a dining-room, as it did on Friday to the 
Queen, when fhe vifiwd Landeck. All the 
wood is left upon this hill, which is only 
laid out in walks, with here and there a 
fquare or circular open plot with ftone 
benches, upon which the weary fauntcrer 
may repofe. About the centre there is a 
pyramid eredled upon a high bafis of ce- 
mented flones, dedicated to the proteding 
deity of the grove. In the valley at the foot 
of thefe hills the river Bie/e rolls rapidly 

o 
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along its penurious ftream, which » like all 
the other rivers in this country, would in 
America fcarcely be dignified with the name 
of a brook. Near the baths are feveral glafs- 
(hops, and workmen who grind and cut 
glafs ; the article itfelf is made at Friedrichf- 
grand, three miles beyond Glatz. It is 
much better than that of Warmbriinn, and 
about equal to the Bohemian glafs at Neu* 
wc/fj though nearly double its price. 

That pleafing and continual interchange 

of hill and dale, of wild rocky mountains 

aad green meadowy vallies, of thick tall 

gloomy forefts, and harveft-Iaden fields, 

which has given us fo much pleafure from 

the moment of our departure from Bunzlau, 

has been as flriking on the road to Landeck 

as in any part of our journey. But there the 

roads pra(5ticable for our carriage, and all 

the pleafant part of Silefia, end. We have 

i already difcovered, by the incrcafing wretch- 

I ednefs oif the inhabitants, by the gradual 

/ degeneracy of the inns, and by the growing 
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|>ropoition of Cathdiicst that^we weit faft 
approaching the borders of Uppec Silefis 
and of Poland. Beyond Landeck we had 
been aiTured before we left Berlin that wt 
ihould find very little for inftrudion, and no« 
thing for pleafure« We had therefore fiaoed that 
for the bound of our outward' ezcurfion; 
and having on Saturday evening and yefler* 
day morning fatisfied oiir curlc^y with a 
view of what was remarkable in the places 
between eleven o'clock and 'noon fet out 
tipon our return. But we doubled at lead 
the difiance of the way, and more than 
trebled it in the badnefs of the roads, by 
going to fee the waterfall at Wolfelfgriinde. 
If you have ever flood at the edge of a pre^ 
cipice two hundred feet flecp^ with your arm 
round a tree, abcHit as big as itfelf, (hooting 
out from the. fide of the abrupt;^ to hang over 
and look down upon a fheet of water that 
pours in a beautiful arch from a rock eighty 
feet downwards, and dafhes in fnowy foam 
uponanother rock j or if you have ever i^ood 

o a 
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it the faottoRH In ^l>e t»rrow cle^ betwMii 
two kigb «obmaii>s iwhitb.look ^ if they 
bid boon Ipfii nfuilidef at- one ftix>ke qi aa 
Alroigfity^ ItiUl 1 fUd theie, in the diriUing 
coolMQi of a i^;knwhkh liever beheld. till 
Iftdiabcc bf i the iiin, «^)li the fiiveiy fpn^ 
fpnakling ^or face bke dew. looked up to 
Ae maffinre fragments ' of rock over whick 
haiig the Aeep dedivides of mouatahit dad 
ygilh datk^ ' Ufty* nngcftk treea^ rifing ia 
rows bebiod.ealcb other; like an amphtlhe^ 
Hiei iflyyMJi94v« ieeo jnd fek aU that a A^ene 
Hke thus tfii|)tffS|, but whiich would difdaia 
to b^e eoeveyed by di^icriptite powers infi** 
lately (upetftDr to xAioe,.,then« my dear hro«- 
theff, I aoiiMt^Efaid of your toqitirihg whe^ 
ther I bailee j:)ot bad eA()ugh of water^dls. 
That of .W&IfeHg^nde is. about the fame 
heigl^ as cke'Kloch£l.FaIl^ but has a miicb 
greater effedt than, either of the three we had 
l^en beforr^ being inocb betoer fuppfed with 
^vavci * 

L . We had adt faeeii fully aware, of the diC- 

a c 



tnce aad badbert of ,th« voiids.wr^ha^ Ifk 

m m 

twid, and nadr it Uk< before SftW% hmr^ 
deck than we ibouU Iav« ^om; 10 fttmk •! 
ni^ to Glats. Il.waaelqvm al wjght bef«|i 
we rcackfld the gate»!and found ^ifay had beotl 
flMtatien, after wMch tKqr newest admi^ unj? 
hody into tbe.towit Wo M^r« . therflfflnf 
obligod fo taha up our quartos a( m nil 
wkhoiit the waUSf.iiid come iiij(9r (hi ci(]( 
this moiling. V^n our ustttm «^ pafled 
through the ruins tii what ooe tretUn, ago 

a 

was the town of Habelfchwerd ; laft Mon<» 
day it was burnt to alhes^ and we now found 
nothing but the walls of the houfes more or 
kis in ruins. A few houfes without the 
wallsy and a church » have been fpared* amidft 
the general devaftation. Before the doprs of 
thefe houfes were numbers of women and 
children, apparently robbed of their habita* 
dons, and only houfed by the charity of their 
neighbours. Here and there in the ftreets, 
amidft the heaps of rubbifh, or within the 
(hells of the houfes^ a folitaiy forrowing 

03 
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form fcemed lingering on the fpot of its 

former re^toce. Before the crucifix at the 

giite a child of twelve or thirteen years of 

age was kneding, probably to ia>plore a 

flieherof that Being whofe dreadful vifita« 

tion had taken away the roof from over her 

head. The gloom of this difmal fcene was 

heightened by the dufk of evenbg, as . we 

failed through thefe ^lics of calamity^ and 

made: it altogether one of the moft melan« 

^hcliy £ghts I ever beheld. 
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LETTER XXII. 

Excurfion to the Heufcbeuer^ among the Moun^ 
tains^-^Wunfcbelburg^^Tbe Hour^belL 

Wunfchelburg, 25th Auguft i8oo* 

Xfi£ fatigue of our yefterday's ride was fo 
great, that we concluded to flay a day or 
two to reft at Glatz. And fince the achieve- 
ment of L in afcending the Riefen« 

koppe, (he has not much tafte for climbing 
mountains. There is one, however, in this 
part of the country, called the Heufcbeuer^ 
or Barn^ from its refemblance at a diftance 
to a German barn, which is vifited by moft 
curious travellers, and which of courfe I 
could by no means negle^ to fee. I thcre« 
fore took a chaife and poftillion, and came 
alone this afternoon three German miles 
from .Glat2 to this little town, which lies at 
|he foot of the mountain, Hcr$ I an> to 

©4 
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ftay till about two in the morningt and then, 
if the weather is fair^ proceed upon my pil* 
jgrimage« I have before mentioned the in« 
convenience to which all travellers here are 
fubjeded, in their unavoidable dependanca 
upon the weather. We have been in this 
particular remarkably favoured hitherto, but 
the prefent afpe<^ of the fky is not promifing 
for the fuccefs of my expedition. Poor 

W- has had rather a ieverc attack of hi$. 

annual fever and ague, £b that we weie even 
obliged to le^ve him behind at Glatar^ when 
we went upon our excurfion to Lafideck. 
He is better to-day, but \ would ni9t expofii 
him to the fatigue of climbing dbe Heu^ 
A:beuer with me, nor of being jolted in 
in a kind of cart» ovjpr bad roads, to come 
here^ 

I reached this little town, which contaiot 
only eighty-fix hovies, juft in time to hear 
the nine o^clock bell ring % a cuftom iinufui4 
in this part of the world, and which broogkl 
my own country > and pattictilarly Hawrbil^ 



VOVft TH10irGH SILItlA. . ttOt 

to mj mind. There is another cuftcmi of a 
fimilar kind which prevails in mod: of the 
ddeft towns of Sileiia. A trumpeter blows 
his trumpet for a minute or two from the 
tower of the town-houfe, immediately after 
the dock has fhruck every hour. This prac« 
tice has its inconveniences, and it would be 
difficult at this day to fay of what ufe it can 
be. It probably originated at a time when 
clocks were not in general ufe upon public 
buildings, and might then ferve to proclaim 
the houn It is now continued merely be* 
cauie it is eftablifhed, and^ like many other 
ufages, has long outlived the purpofes which 
k Was intended to anfwer. 



One fmall but very teafing inconvenience 
to which you know how much travellers in 
moft parts of Germany are fubje<Sted, they 
are relieved from in moft of the Silefian 
towns — it is that of being accofted at the 
entrahce of every town, by a man with his 
ffiulket and bayonet in the hand, and that 
hardly civil queftion of, " Who are you V^ 
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in the mouthy at the head of a firing of 
others, which compel you to give an account 
of your life and adventures to a man, 
whom you might naturally take for a 
Roman legionary in the days of Plautus. 
— who affirms that it is not in the power 
of the gods themfelves to make a polite 
foldier. From thefe tedious and difguiling 
examinations, you are altogether exempt in 
the mountain towns, becaufe they have no 
garrifons. But when you come to the 
fortrefles you have to run through a whok 
gauntlet of them, as if the foldiers meant to 
take there a full indemnity for all the op- 
portunities of vexation which have been 
denied them. At Schweidnitz I was obliged 
to go four times through the procefs of 
detailing my name and charad:er, with.fuit* 
able explanations, to make the inquirer 
tinderfland how it was poffible I ihould 
riot be a County or at kaft that my nam^ 
fhould not begin with a Von^ before X cpuld 
get within the wall^ of the town. 

YpurSf &c.. 



I 
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LETTER XXIIL 

T^be Heufcbeuer — ^Leyerfdorf — Carl/berg-^ 
Views from the ^op of the Heufcbeuer— 
Tbe Cburcb at Almendorf-^Eckerfdorf^ 
Count Magni. 

Glatie, 27th Augttft iSoo. 

yV HEN I clofcd my letter to you, yefterday 
morning at two o'clock, from the appear^ 
ancc of the weather in Wiinfchelburg, I 
had very little expedation of feeing the fun 
at the fummit of the Heufcheuer. At about 
three, however, I fet out, accompanied by 
my guide, with his lantern in his hand, 
for it was ftill dark as midnight. For two 
hou^ and a half I went conftantly afcend- 
ing) excepting one or two fpots of plain 
land, upon each of which, a fmall clufler 
df hoafes is ^tuated-^-K)ne called Leyerfdorf, 
and the other C^rllbergt Thefe pUins are 
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cultivated, and, at this mpmem, are cover* 
cd with a haryeft of iye» oats» and fiax^ 
which come to maturity veiy late» at fu^h 
an ekvation^ and have a very indifTerent ap« 
pearance^r Carliberg is at the fummit of the^ 
mountain^ and at the foot of the rocJcs 
which properly bear the name of the Hcu- 
fcbeuer. Thefe I fuppofe to be about three 
hundred feet high ; moil of them rife per- 
pendicularly from the top of the mountain » 
and between many of them are crevice* 
from one to two feet wide, which ^xH^ndt 
from the top to the bottom. THefe roek^ 
wc^Id be inacceilible, but for flights qC 
wooden ilairs, which are placed in feverat: 
of the fteepeft placf;s» for the, aififtance ofr 
the curious tiraveUer, By thi^ help Iwa^ 
enabled to attain the fummit of the^ lMgh«(^ 
rock, which ia nikd round,. . by way «ll 
iecurity^ Other wifc» very few perfpfii 
jCCHild venture to Aand upon it : aa it i% mt 
more thaa fix cur eight Ibet iquare^ ami h^ 
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ainbft always blows there like a ftorm. Such 
I found to be the cafe. In my hafte to reach 
the fammit before funrife, I had left my 
|;iiicle fo far behind me^ that he did not 
come up for more tlun a quarter of an hour 
after I had got to the fpot ; and as he had my 
gieat-coat in his hand, I was obliged to 
cieep under the fide of a rock until he came» 
for a fiielter from the violence of the tempeft; 
The fun had rifen perfedtly clear, about i 
qtxarter of an hour before, and gilded with 
his radiance all the mountain-tops around^ 
The pimped: to which my eye cotrid extend, 
was wider even than that I had feen from 
the Giant's Head, becauie the atmofphen 
was much clearer. This range of iiocks ex* 
tends about eight or ten Englifli miles, and 
begins^ and ends, fo abruptly, that it looks 
tt if k were a crown upon the head of the 
mottntain on which it flands, arid which is 
otherwife ttot higher than thofe that run 
from' both ends of the Heufcheuer* The 
kigheft pinnacle, from the form of the rock* 
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is called the Grandfather's Chain The lati* 
^ tude of the fpot, 50'' z%^ 7»s'\ and the 
four cardinal points, are cut in the rock, and 
likewife the dates when the late and preient 
Kings of Pruflia had vifited the place. A 
krge marble medallion is alfo laid into the 
jGde of one of the rocks^ with an infcrip- 
tion, purporting, that the late King was there, 
and fome poor adulatory verfes iahis honour. 
From the higheft point of thefe rocks, to 
the level of the fea, is about three thouiand 
feet. 

Upon my return to Wiinfchelburg, the 
burgomafler of the town paid me a comi^ 
plimentary vifit, with many offers of civility^ 
which I was obliged to decline, being i^^^ 
hafte to come back to Glatz. By length- 
ening my way a little, I had an opportunity 
of vifiting the church at Almendorf, and 
the feat of Count Magne, at £ckerfdorf« 
The church has formerly been celebrated as a 
place of pilgrimage, for poffefling a mira« 
culous image of the Virgin Mary. On the 
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feftivals dedicated to her, proceilidns of fix, 
eight, and ten thouiand people, have been 
very frequent here, coming from every part 
of Silefia and Bohemia. They. are flill ycry 
numerous, though, like mod other relics of 
the Catholic religion, rapidly upon the de« 
dine. The hiftory of the church is fliortly 
this. In the year 121 8, a peafant, by the 
name of Jann, being ftone-blind, happened 
to pafs before a hdlow lime-tree, and was 
inftantly reftored to fight, by an irradiation 
proceeding from it ; which, upon infped^ion, 
he found iifued from a fmall image of the 
holy Virgin, in the hollow of the tree. Of 
this fzSt there can be no doubt ; for it is 
reprefented in a pi(flure, that hangs imme- 
diately over the fpot where the lime-tree flood. 
A chapel was foon after built over the place, 
for the prefervation of this wonder-working 
image; and, about the beginning of the laft 
century, the chapel was enlarged to an ele- 
gant and magnificent church. The miracu- 
lous image is (till kept in a gUfs frame,* over 
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the great altar. Many a hundred thoufand 
of poor blind people have» ip the courfe of 
fix centuries, repaired to it, for health ; but 
of its efficacy to heal their difeafes there is 
BO teftimony here. They have, probably^ 
all returned, at leaft as blind as they came. 
In ordier to increafe the folemnity and dura« 
tion of the proceffions, within the church 
itielf, and ifill round the village of Almen^ 
dorf, are little chapels; containing fculptur« 
ed reprefentations of the life and fuiferings 
of Chrift, at each of which, the procef- 
fions flop to kneel, and pray, and kifs the 
holy relics, flill exppfed at each of thefe 
ftations. The moft remarkable of thef^ 
^elics, is a wifp of the ftraw upon which 
the infant Jefus lay, in the ftable, imme- 
diately after his birth. . It is under a large 
iron plate, with a fmall fquare hole in the 
centre, through which a half an inch length 
of the ftraw may be feen. The iron plate 
is almoft worn and rufted away, with the 
kiiTes of the pious blind people^ who be- 
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lieye in its authenticity. I was attended - by 
one of the clerical perfons who officiate at 
the church ^ but he was fo afhamed of his 
relics, that I perceived it gave him pain, 
when I read the infcriptions round them, 
purporting what they are j and I therefore 
ceafed indulging my curiofity in this refpe<5i:i 
He repeated, feveral times, that the authen- 
ticity of the relics was extremely queflion-* 
able ; and, in particular, declared his own 
convidtiopf that a wifp of ftraw could not 
be kept in prefervation, from the time of 
Chrift's birth, until the prefent. Mafs is 
performed in this church every mornings 
and was begun while I was there. The 
organ is fmall, and the organift was not very 
ikilfuL The finging was like wife indiffer- 
ent. .Oppofite the church, within the vil- 
lage, there are a number of fmall (hops, for 
the fale of beads and tapers, and other arti- 
cles of neccflary ufe at proceflions. 

Count Magne is one of thofe very wealthy 
noblemen, fifteen or twenty of whom poi- 
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kfs almoft all the prtf vlhds o( ^HeGsu He 
lias fev^ial feats, in ^fferetit parts of (fbe 
country ; and laft wcdc »rec»ived and enter^ 
tiiDed the Queen at one of them, in a viU 
iage called Ullerfdoif, between Glatz and 
dj«andedc. His ufual plsuce of refidence i$ 
at £ckeridorf, where he has a handibme 
ieat and garden, with hot*houfes, contain- 
ing many of the fruits and plants of diftant 
and warmer climates . ^ But it is chiefly remark* 
able for his cattle and fheep, to the breeding 
and management of which, the Count has 
paid fpecial attention. He mii>gle^ the breeds 
of iheep by importing rams from Spain and 
from Padua. He fells about twenty thou- 
£ind dollars worth of wool anni^ly, at a 
price about fifty per cent, higher than the 
common wool of the countiy; that is, at 
twenty Pruifian grofchen a pound. Soist 
of his iheep he has fold at thirty dollars 
apiece, and they all go at double the ordinaxy 
prices. During the winter feafon he keeps 
the fheep conftantly under ihelter/> in bams, 
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the doors of which are left open on all fides. 
In fummer they are turned into the fields 
only in the daytime. The Count himfelf 
is now ahfent, and I was fhewn about the 
grounds and garden by a French abb6, the 

preceptor of his^ two fons, who were at 
home* 

Yours, &c. 
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LETTER XXIV. 

General De Favrat — Glatz — Us Fortrefs^ 
. &c. — Wartba — Frankenfiein — Silberberg 
' — /// Fortrefs^ &c. — Jorian^s Miible-^ 
Zobten — T!be Zobtenberg — Brejlau. 

Breflau^ 3otll Auguft i8oo« 

On my return to Glatz » from my excurfion 
to the Heufcheuer, I delivered a letter to the 
governor of the. place, a Lieutenant-general 
De Favrat, a native of Savoy, who entered 
into the fervice of Frederick the Second in 
the year 1758, immediately after the battle 
of Hochkirch, and at the time when 
Frederick's affairs appeared to be in the moft 
defperate fituation. The General, who was 
even then no novice in war, for he had been 
prefent at the battle of Fontenoi, in 1 745, 
is now about feventy, with all the livelinefs 
and pleafantry of twenty-five. From the 
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moment when I delivered the letter until that 
of our leaving^ Glatz, every inftant of our 
time was employed by the obliging atten* 
tions of this gentleman ; and, until our arri- 
val here, I have not had fo much as a fpare 
hour to finifh this letter. 

Wednefday morning, the 27th, we went 
juft out of the walls of Glatz, to fee the 
entry of the two regiments and one battalion 
of grenadiers, who compofe the garrifon of 
the place, and who had been to the review 
at Neyfs. After this the governor accom- 
panied us to the fortrefs, fituated upon a 
ileep hill, on one fide of the town. It has 
always been one of the flrongeft places in the 
country ; but was taken by the Auflrians in 
the year 1760, owing to the cowardice of the 
commandant. At the peace, in 1 763 it was 
reftored to PruiTia ; and iince that time feve« 
ral millions of dollars have been expended 
upon it to make the fortifications ftill more 
inacceffible. They fliewed us the place in 
which Trenck was firil confined, and froip 
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lirhich Yip madd Ms cfcs^. Witli(ia thr lafl 

s 

^ree jrears a pla^e has been erected near the 
top^ to lodge ab(»it eight hundred men, and 
of inch thurknef^ and tolidityp that the troopst 
within would be altogether &fe if the |4alCQr 
were bombarded. At the fumnnitr there is^ a 
watch-tower, from which we had a deHght- 
fdt pvofpedt on aS fides. The whole coun^ 
«iy o£ Glat2 was within our view, bounded 
by a circle of mountains which Ibparate it 
from Bohemia, asid Upper^nd Lower Sile&u 
h re&inbles an immenfe kettle, and is fo 
isalled by the people cf the cdunery^ Upcoi 
ehe watch-to'vi^r is a ilatue oif St. Jobn of 
liepotaak^ the patronr of Bohetyua, which 
Fred((fick the Second ordered; fo be placed . 
fhm, with the fece unnid t0^xd& that 
eomifry ; i cireum^nce which ga^e^ infinife 
i^isfa^i^n to the Catholic common feafS» 
heiAsi, and contribtif ^ mu^Kt'b i econciie ffaentf 
€0 lAie daminaticn< of the ikn% hemitt. A 
kirg6 circular tabdto is likewife kep< on; the 
«^ of tht tower, i^ieh" fh«' names^ of a(l tHie 
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viUa^ lA the coimtiy^ placed exz&lj in th» 
cKreftion ifr wbicik ^tmy ftand from the places 
Ac imrpoefe oif whkh is^ to know in calfe q( 
^ immediately where to baflion widbk afliAN 

actte. 

After dining with the governoi^ and his 
Umifyf we took our finial kave o£ Ghtz^ and 
came liie fams evening through Wartha to 
Frankeniteinw The next morning, ThuriUay 
the aStlly we went a German mile and a hafif 
toi £9e die fortrefs of Silberberg, irhe iHrofigth 
of which th^ compare here to Aat of 
Konigftein. It was built at an immenfe ex;^ 
p6nle by Frederick the Second ; and, toge«» 
ther with the places of Schweidnitas and 
Ghtz, mnft proxie a ftrong barrier s^infl 
mraibn &om the fide of Bohemia. The 
epmrnandant^ who had been notified bjr 
General Fawat of our intoition to vifit the 
pkce^ treated us vrith great poUtenef$» and 
ihewed usas nmch of the fortrefs as the wea* 
tbert which this day, for the firft time fimce 
M» hsve been upon thk tour, was very unfa* 
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iK>urabIe, would admit. The works extend 
the length of three Englifh miles, upon a 
number of neighbouring hills. The profpeft 
from the higheft point is more extenfive, 
and equally beautiful with that from the 
fortrcfs of Glatz, The commandant (hewed 
us, like wife, a model in wood of the whole 
fortrefs, which is ufually kept in trunks, in 
feparate pieces; but was put together a few 
days ago for the infpedlion of the King oh 
his vifit here. The commandant told us he 
fcarcely ever allowed ;iny body to fee it ex- 
cept ladiesy becaufe he was fure they would 
neyer betray fuch fecrets. I told him, what 
I fuppofe he had already perceived, that they 
might as fafely be intruded to me as to a 
lady ; but as the view of the model gave me 

r 

a much more clear and precife idea of the 
whole fortrefs than that of the works them- 
felves, i could readily conceive why he 
fhould be unwilling to ihew it to perfons 
better verfed in the fcience of fortification 
than myfelf. We dined with him at the 
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houfe which, in time of peace, he occupies 
in the town of Silberberg. This is a fmall 
city, confifting of one hundred and thirty 
houfes, and nine hundred inhabitants, on 
the fide of the hill upon which the principal 
fertification ftands. It has its name from a 
filver-mine which was formerly worked there, 
but which has long fince been exhaufted. 
After dinner we returned to Frankenftein, 
and proceeded thence, four German miles 
further, to a little village called Jordan's 
Muhle. 

. Yefterday morning, Friday the :29th, at 
three o'clock, I went alone on horfeback one 
German mile to the town of Zobten, where 
I took a guide and went up the Zobtenberg, 
a mountain from which the view is the more 
extenfive, becaufe it ftands almoft alone in 
the middle of that immenfe plain which I 
mentioned to you in my letter from Schweid- 
nit^. The weather was again lefs favourable 
ta me than I could have wifhed, and would 
not indulge me with that glorious profped: 
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tif rhe piiiag iiia for i^sdiiqk I had afisendiiif 
tbi moumain at fa eatlj' an horn. I wafsi 
tberofore obliged. tOt content nrjrlclf wilh.thr 
vkw of a /widely «exteniive cultivated coiiiii>t> 
trj» intei:fpeffed with numeioos towns and: 
villages, among which I could diftingtiufhi 
tbe greater part c£ the places which^ dioing 
ihc laft five weeks, I have vifited wiih ix> 
much pkafure. The Zobtenberg is, howw 
ever, the loweft of die feveral mountains we 
hafve aieended upon our tour, and the moAt 
cafily climbed: it is poffible to go to the 
IbBnmit even with a carriage^ There is a 
cfaapd on the top of this mountain dedicated 
toi tike Holy Vhrgioy aad near it am the alm^ 
intpcBeeptibte ruins of a caftk,. built hy 
Count Peter the Diarie, a. name much cdk* 
hiaicdin the Sikfian and Pojfifh hi^ftofte^: 
le lived m the tweliirh century • I rettntiedi 
to Jordan's Muhlc at about ten in the nfsom*^ 
ing, and imtnediately afeev we continued c«ir 
route, towards thifs capital of Silefia:; wd 
came five: GeKnaan milcs^.over aa' exoelleat 
road» and arrived here at three in thqafcer-r 
noon. Yours* 
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LETTER XXV. 

r 

Libraries — Curious Manufcripts^-^Paint^ 

ft. 

ings^ &c. 

Bbrdlai% ad September nSoeib 

Before we left Berlin to come upoathis^ 
four, we were advifcd not to pafs through 
Breffau at all. It was (aid to be a large old 
city, refembling al! other great cints, and 
containing nothing that deferved the atten* 
rion of travellers j we had, therefore, not 
put it down upon^ the original lift of our 
route. But, when we found ourfelyes in 
the courfe of. our exctorfion within a few 
miles of it, we thought, aftor making io 
Jing a tout round the whole province, ^it 
would be ihewihg the capital too great 9 
mark of contenqpt to XKgled it altogether. 
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and concluded to give it a few days of our 
time upon our return. We have no reafon 
to repent of this final determination; for, 
although the place is, as it had been defcribed 
to us, nothing more than a large, old^ and 
.very dirty city ; and although the weather, 
fince we came into it, has been conftantly 
Juch as to confine us a great part of the time 
to the houfe, we have ftill met with objects 
of curiofity fufEcient to amufe and employ 
the few days we have devoted to the place. 

Breflau contains upwards of fixty thou- 
fan,d inhabitants, of whom about one third 
are Catholics, and nine tenths of the other 
two thirds Lutherans. Yet, from the vaft 
number of churches and cloifters which pre- 
fent themfelves to the ftranger's eye in every 
quarter of the town, a perfon without further 
information would take it for a place entirely 
Catholic. Nine of thefe churches fuffice for 

r 

the Proteftant inhabitants ; the Catholics, of 
courfe, have twenty-fix ; many of which 
are, however, cloiders ; and the iheets are 
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full of friars of all colours, ** black, white, 

9 

and grey, with all their trumpery." 

The two principal churches arc the Cathor 
lie cathedral and the Lutheran church. of 
St. Elizabeth, both of which we have vifited. 
The cathedral, as it now Hands, was built 
about the year 1 1 50, and is principally rcr 
markable for feveral magnificent chapels, 
which have been added to the body of the 
church by feveral of the former bilhops. It. 
contains relics, too; for what is a Romaa 
Catholic chyrch Without relics? That of 
moft note here is the HafF of St. Elizabeth, 
with a filver fpiral plate winding round it, 
upon which is engraved fome account of her- 
and her family. She was a daughter to a 
king of. Hungary, bom in 1207, ^^^ ^^^^ 
1 23 1. She was canonized in 1235; but 
whether, like St, Hedwige, for going on 
foot up a hill to hear mafs, or for what 
other caufe, does not appear. A part of 
the head of St. John the Baptift (for they 
have not here, as in m^y other churches. 
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the whole head), and his fore-finger, are 
only (hewn upon great fcftivals. Upon one 
of the altar-pieces they have a (keletoot 
decked out with abundance of finery ^ which 
they keep under a glafs frame : they are the 
hallowed bones of St. Theodore, whofe le- 
gend I have not the happinefs of being ac- 
quainted with. This church has fcverfill 
monuments of fine fculpture, particular^ a 
ftatue of St. Elizabeth, in the chapel dedi-^ 
cated to her, which is very much admired : 
it has likewife many paintings, the beft of 
which are the twelve Apoftles^ done at 
Rome, though qqt attendant could not tell 
us by whom. 

We likewife iaw the infidoof the Bifhop's 
palace, which he is rebuilding in a ftyle of 
princely magnificence. It is iituated near 
the catbedml, on the banks of the Oder, 
commanding at once a beautiful profpedl of 
the town and the country round. The fee 
is not dependant upon any archbilbopric, but 
imntfdiately upon the Pope. Before the 



pitiiAaniccinqueft^ the Biihop had &equentijr 
been an Archdiifee of AufbAsL^ 'the preient 
prelate k a Pnnoe of 'Hobenloe. 

We fyw ^another Cadudic xhitrch ixloiig-. 
ing to a convent of Augufldne nans, lin 
which, however, we found nothing worthy 
of iremark. The Lutheran church of St. £1U 
zabeth it&lf looks more like a Cathdic than 
a Protej9:ant houfe of worship. It was built 
£omc centuries before the Reformationt and 
itill contains feveral altars, at which certain 
mafles were founded : thefe ^mafles, bf an 
agreement between the two religious partibs, 
aie now celebrated in the cathedral church 
by the priefts, who have previouily been 
authorized to fay them by fokmnii^os at tise 
original altars. 

There are, likewife, libraries belonging to 
moft of the churches and doifters; bat none 
of them are of great value, excepting that in 
the church of St. Elizabeth, which is a pub* 
lie library, the fqundation of which was laid 
about a century ago, by a perfon of the name 
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of Rhediger, whofe name it ftill bears, 
though very much enlarged by feveral con- 
£derable donations. It contains, beiidesmany 
large and coftly compilations in print , a 
number of valuable manufcripts, among 
which is a copy of Froiffart*s Chronicle, in 
four large folio volumes, written upon parch- 
ment, and adorned with a great number of 
coloured drawings, executed in the beft man- 
ner of the age when it was written. Its date 
is of 1468, and it contains about one third 
more matter than the printed edition of 
Froiflart, whofe editor thought it expedient 
to. omit every thing which he thought would 
not redound to the honour of the nation. I 
aiked Mr. Scheibal, the prefent librarian, 
why he did not publifh an edition of the 
book from this genuine manufcript? He 
faid that fuch things could be undertaken at 
this time only in England, and that the 
work in Germany would not pay the ex- 
penfe of the publication. We were {hewn 
another manufcript of a very different kind. 
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thdugh perhaps not lefs curious. To the 
oaked eye it appears to be a drawing witti a 
pen of the Venus de Medicis, upon a half 
fheet of foho paper : by looking at it throogh 
a magnifying glafs, you find it is a copy of 
Ovid's Art of Love, pcrfeAly legible, and 
the whole five books within a pompafs of 
ten inches in length and three in width* 
There are various other coriofities of a fimi* 
lar nature i a few valuable pi^ures, parti« 
cularly one portrait by Rembrandt, and one 
of Luther, by Lucas Cranach ; coUediona 
of medals, of marbles, of marine (hells, of 
minerals, &c. This library is open twice a 
week for the ufe of the public : like mod 
other public libraries in Europe, it is crow4cd 
into too fmall a room. 

At the Magdalen, which is likewife a 
Lutheran church, there is alfo a library, but 
of fo little confequence, that Mr. Manfo^ 
the librarian, a poet of diftinguifhed talents 
and learning, did not think it worth while 
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tolhcw it. We only faw, therefore, the 
collediion of paintings belonging to it^ 
among which there are ibme copies from 
Rubens and Rembrandt, and many good 
original pidures^ efpecially lahdfcapes, 
though by painters of inferior name. 



Yours afFedionately. 
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LETTER XXVI. 

Brejlau — Churches^ Halls^ and Colleges of 
the Jefuits^'^Public Scbools-'^Scheidhich^ 
the Seat of Prince Hobenlohe — Trade of 
BreJlaU'-^ManufaBories of Sugar ^ Turkijh 
Tarn^ and fewing l^eedtes — Cannonfoun-^ 
dery^ 

Bredau^ ad September i8oo» 

Xhe church and other buildings belong- » 
ing to the college of Jefuits are among the 
moft remarkable objecfts of curiofity at 
Breilau. The univerfity was founded in the 
year 1702, by the Emperor Leopold, and 
the buildings were begun upon fo large and 
expenfive a plan that they were not com- 
pleted in 1 740, at the period of the Pruf- 
jGan conqueft; and as a great part of the 
funds appropriated to the works then ceafed, 
they have remained unfinifhed. One of their 
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houies the government took away from 
them; and at the time when the order of 
Jefuits was aboliihed in the year I774f the 
tmiverfity here was continued under the title 
of a rojral fchool inftitution. The principal 
apartments are two churches, one large, and 
magnificently decorated; the other a fmall 
one^ where occafionally fermons are preached 
to the iludents in Latin; the Leopoldine 
hall, where all the public difputations are 
held ; and an aitronomical obfervatory at the 
top of the building, which has been eredled 
within thefe few years. The philofophical 
and aftronomical apparatus is fmall; the 
only inftruments we faw were Newtonian 
telelcopes, cauftic mirrors, a micrometer for 
meafuring the dijibnce of the ftars, a qua- 
drant with a meridian line, an air-pump, and 
a couple of electrical machines. From the 
obfervatory there is a very fine view of the 
vafl plain in wJHch Breflau is fituated, and 
of the diflant mountains by which it is 
bounded, all which we (aw with douUe ad- 
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vantage through their exceHoit perfpedive 
glafles. The number of iludeitts at tMs 
college is about fix hundred ; that of the 
profefibrs is feventeen. Their couHe of 
^dies comprehends a period of eleven yaxSf 
five of which are devoted to the ancient ]an« 
^ages, three to philofophy^ ^nd three to 
theology ; but under the term philofophy 
they embrace alraoft every objeft of human 
fcience. The profefibrs are all paid from 
the appropriated funds, and the inftru£ti<A 
is given free from all expenfe. 

There are public fchools likewife con« 
nedted with the churches of St« Elizabeth 
and Mary Magdalen j the firft of which has 
about twenty profefibrs and teachers, and 
three hundred fiudents. The inftrudion 
here is only preparatory to that of an uni* 
vcrfity. 

About an Englifii mile out of the town, . 
are the country- feat and gardens of Prince 
Hohenlohe, the governor of Breflau. The 
plac^ is called Scheidnich. The gardens are 
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fpacious and agreeable, and always open to 
the public; they contain various fmall monu-* 
mcnts, ereded by the Prince in honour of 
Frederick the Second, the late and prefent 
kings. Laft week he gave the King and 
Qjieen, upon their vifit here, a fplendid en- 
tertainment, at which the garden? wer^ 
finely illuminated. 

^ Breflau is a place of confiderable trade, and 
}ias much more an appearance of bufinefs 
and activity than Berlin. The moft effential 
articles of its exportation are broad-cloths 
and linen, the latter of which, however, the 
merchants here all draw from the mountain 
towns. Nor do they manufadure, them- 
felves, a quarter part of the bfoad-dotha 
which they fend abroad. Their fituation, 
watered by the river Oder, which gives 
them an immediate communication with 
Hamburgh and Stettin, naturally majtes thpm 
the centre pf the commerce of the province. 
They have like wife fome trade over land 
ijvith the Eaft, which is carried pn l?y Jlij^an 
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caravans; which, from the defcription that 
has been made to us, we regret not ftaying 
here long enough to fee. 

• » « • * • 

There are no manufadlories of import- 
ance in the town. The fugar-refinery is in- 
deed very large, and having to fupply the 
greater part of the province, refines lugar to 
the amount of feveral millions annually* 
Like that of Hirfchberg, it belongs to a 
company, the property being divided iht<J 
ihares, originally of feven hundred dollars, 
but which are now worth more than thre^ 
thoufahd. 

We have vifited two other manufactories 
which had been mentioned to us ; one, of 
what they call Turkifti yarn, becaufe it was 
formerly made only in Turkey ; and the 
other of fewing needles. The yarn is fpun 
from cotton, imported by the Ruffian cara- 
vans from the Eaft, and dyed red. The dif* 
ficulty confifts in the dying, an bperatidn of 
which cotton requires much prepararion to 
l)e niade fufccptible, not having, like wbbl; 
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a natural oilt which imbibes the coIoSring 
particles, and facilitates the work. Thit 
yanij when, dyed, is ufed to weave in a mix- 
ture with linen. I mentioned having feea 
one fuch manufadoiy at Schwiedeberg« 

The needle^^anufa^tory is principally 
fcmarkable, as it is one of thofe in which 
the diviiioQ of labour is carried to the gieateft 
extent. Every needle muft pafs through 
leyenty^feven hands before it is fit for ufe» 
But the needles made here are much inferior 
to thofe of the Low Countries, of Muniler^ 
and Aix^Ia-Chapelle, and bear no compari- 
fon with the Englifh. 

The moft comm<m ornaments of dif 
rooms and chambers in this countiy avt 
bufts, portraits^ and imitations of antiqu* 
baflb-relievos in ihicco, or plafter of P^ris^ 
We have fcarcely entered a houfe in Silefia 
without meeting more or lefs of thefe ; an4 
we have here been to the workfhpp of a 

4 

ix)an who makes them. He' takes good liJscm 
nefles, and the work is very cheap* 



There is a canncHio^foundeiy here, but the 
works are all for the account of the King^, 
and. for the laft two years they have had 
nothing to do. It refembles in every refped 
that which you faw at the Hague. 

I iKive dined on«e in a fociety fminded 
upon the fame principks with the Caffinp at 
Berlin. Here it goes by the name of the 
Refource^ and confifts of more than two 
hundred members. The company at dinner 
was mixed, as is ufual at fuch places ; 
chiefly officers of the army. I was feated 
next to a General JLentken, who told me he 
had been forty-eight years in the fervice, 
and in the feven years war had received a 
wound for each year. The fears upon his 
face and hands teftified to the truth of what 
he faid. You will readily conceive that 
when you have once entered upon the topic 
of the feven years war, and Frederick the 
Second, with a PrufCan general, you are in 
no danger of lacking materials for conver- 
iatioo* I found that of the General, of 
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courfe, yqry aiviuiing* though his circle of 
ideas and of information appeared to have 
been extremely cautious of fpreading beyond 
the line of his bufinefs; 

^^ And little of this great world could he fpeak^ 
More than pertains to feata^of broil and battle.** 

Yours affedtionately. 
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LETTER XXVII. 

« 

Leuthen-^Neumarcht — Liegnitz — Family of 
the Fiajls — Military School — Broad^clotb 
Manufa&ory — Goldberg — Its Woollen Ma-^ 
nufaSlories — T^he Capallenberg. 

Hirfchberg) 5th September 1800. 

After a tour of nearly four weeks, in 
the courfe of which we have vifited moft of 
the places worthy of remark in the province 
of Lower Silefia, we arc once more here 
upon our return, which we concluded to take 
through Drefden and Leipzig, In my for- 
mer letters from this place, you have feen 
how much we were pleafed with it, and it is 
with no fmall fatisfac^ion that we have now 
an opportunity of renewing our vifit here, 
and of taking a laft parting view of thefe 
enchanting profpedts, and of the Jofty 
Giant Mountains. 
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We left Breflau on Wednefday the 3d in- 

flant in the afternoon, and came that night 

»» 

four German miles to Neumarcht. About 
half-way there, we pafled through the vil- 
lage of Leuthen, near which we were (hewn 
the fpot where, on the 5th December i757> 
was fought the famous battle which bears 
the name of that place. Of the thirteen 
pitched battles won by Frederick the Second, 
in the coiirfe of' his reign, this was the moft 
decifive, and, to him perfbnally, the moft 
glorious. Upon the event of that day, molt 
than upon that of any other/ the exiftence of 
Prudia as an independent power depended. 
The vidory was complete over an enemy 
whofe numbers more than doubled his own ; 
and it was fo entirely owing to the fuperio« 
rity of Frederick's tadics, that Guib<;rt fays, 
bis troops can fcarcely be allowed to (bare 
the honour of it with him. 

From Neumarcbt, a fmall fortified town 
diftinguilhed only for the cultivation of to* 
bacco and of madder in Its netghboy vhopdi 
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we came yefterday eleven Gennan mileSt 
through Liegnitz and Goldberg, to this 
town. It is the greaced diftance J ever re« 
member to have travelled in one day in Ger« 
many, though we flopped a couple of hours 
in each of the towns we came through, to 
fee what there was remarkable in them; 
but the roads are all turnpike, nearly, if not 
quite, equal to thofe of England ; and wc 
have now no longer the fame inducement 
that we had fix weeks ago to lengthen out 
purpofely our progrefs through the country, 
for the fake of enjoying the beauties of a 
land laden with plenteous harvefts. The/ 
are now all gathered, and even the moft 
fruitful foil has the bare and folitary afped 
of a defert. The only views of abundance 
which are ftill to be feen are the orchards of 
. fruit-trees, and I have already told you that 
(his coimtry is not remarkably favoured in 
the produdlion of fruit ; there is little to be 
feen excepting apples, pears, and plums. 
]|[Jegnit9 is a confiderably large fortified 
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town ; it was formerly one of thofe go- 
verned by its own fovereign dukes, and was 
one of the places to which Frederick the 
Second had fome pretenfion when he af- 
cended the throne; to give validity to which^ 
he began the war whiqh ended by his con- 
quefl: of all Sileiia. There is a magnificent 
building ftill there, which formerly was a 
Jefuits* church and college. Only two of 
them are now left; of the fpacious church 
the walls and roof alone remain, and they 
threaten a fpeedy ruin, A fmall chapel con* 
taining. the bones and the monument of, the 
laft Duke of Liegnitz and his family will 
fall with the church. The infcriptioh uj)on 
the monument erecfled by a Princefs of An- 
halt, the widow of the lafl: Duke, was fo 
curious that I regretted I had not time to 
take a copy of it ; the purport was, that it 
was ercded in 1679, in honour of the laft 
defcendant of the family of Fiaft. 

It is poffible that this is the firft time the 
name of Fiajl meets your eye; yet if full 
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cfredlt is due to this infcriptioiit there are few 
names fo illuftrious known in Europe* Ac- 
cording to it, the family began in the year ' 
775 » and expired with the laft Duke of 
Liegnitz, in 1675^ after having lafted ex- 
a<5Uy nine hundred years ; in the courfe of 
which it gave twenty-four Kings to Poland^ 
one hundred and twenty-three Dukes to 
Silefia, preferved Europe from being over* 
run by the Tartars, introduced the arts, 

 

fciences, commerce, and manufadtures into 
the North, and achieved many other deeds of 
glory and renown : fuch is the end of many 
a great name. A few years will bury in 
ruins the very monument deftined to record 
the fame of the Piafts. 

There is at Liegnitz an inflitiition fup- 
ported at the King's expenfe, for the educa- 
tion of twelve young noblemen , to which a 
Count Kafpoth has added a foundation for 
two more; it is called the Knightly Aca- 
demy, and ihe dbjedl of the inftitution is to 
give the inflrudlion neceflary to form an 
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officer in the army, a milituj fcharik 
Each of the young men has a horfe, and 
there is a menage that belongs to the houfe* 
Befides the mathematics, fortificaticm, and 
all the properly military ftudies, they are 
taught the Latin and French languages^ and 
natural philofophy; as alfo theufe of many 
inftruments invented for the purpofe of agri«* 
culture and the arts. Of ^ thefe inftruments 
they have a collection of models in minia« 
ture, by which the profefTors teach the ftu* 
dents their ufe and conflru&iom This is a 
Tery ufeful addition to the common courfe 
of ftudies in the education of youths and I 

% 

-wifh fomething fimilar were introduced into 
the tiniverfitics of our own country. The 
number of ftudents at the academy of Lieg- 
nitz is not limited exclufively to the fourteen 
of the two foundations, but they admit 
other fcholars, whofe parents fupport the 
expenfe of their education. The whole 
number of the ftudents at prefent there is 
twenty-two« 



There is a fingier tn^nvlfzdiary of br0ad>^ 
ddth at LiegftiRE, Ae ptoptietofs tff Vfhkit 
have an cxdufive privilege fdf twenty yoM&. 
They make not more thari eight bundra:! 
pieces annually, principally for the ufe of 
the troops. At this manufadlory the whole ' 
procefs of cloth-making is carried through, 
but they have neither the fpinning nor the 
carding machines. 

But the greateft cloth manufacturing town 
in the province next to GrUnberg, is Gold- 
berg, which contains about feven thoufand 
inhabitants, among whom there are not lefs 
than a thoufand cloth- weavers. They make 
about twenty thoufand pieces of cloth annu- 
ally, which for the 'moft part they export to 
Ruflia, Poland, and various parts of the 
German empire. 

In coming from Goldberg hither, we 
pafTed over the Capallcnberg, a mountain 
about a German mile diftant from this town, 
and upon which there is an ample and beau- 
tiful profpeft, which had been highly ex-* 
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tolled to us, but which we could not enjoy, 
the night having overtaken us before we 
reached it. We arrived here at ten lafl 
evening. 



Yours, &C 
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LETTER XXVni. 

Plinjherg — Its Baths-^Maferfdorf- — the 
^afelficbte- — ^Baron Gerfdorf-^-^reiffen- 
berg—^lts Linens — -hauban-^—hinens and 
Cloths of Lufatia- — Gor/itz — ^Zittau—^ 
])floravian Settlement of Herrnhuth — The 
Lande/krone --^Bawzen -— Bifchoffwerda-^ 
Drefden. 

Drefden^ nth September i^oo. 

AV^E have been obliged, for various reafons, 
to hurry the laft part of our journey much 
more than I could have wiftied, and to travel 
poft-hafte» in four days, through a country 
which would have afforded us ample occu- 
pation and amufement for more than a fort- 
night. On Saturday evening the 6th we left 
Hirfchbcrg, and came five German miles to 
Flinfbergt another of the Silefiap bathing 
and water-drinking places. The local fitua- 
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tion is, at leaft, as beautiful as that of Lan« 
deck, hilt the baths are not fo much fre- 
quented ; and this fummer in particular, the 
tour of the King and Queen into the pro- 
vince has nearly deprived Fliniberg, which 
lies remote from the route they took, of all 
its vifitors. The feafon at all thefe places is 
now paft, and we found here no company at 
all. We lengthened our road, three Ger- 
man miles, to come through the fpot, pot 
for the fake of itfelf, but for the purpofe of 
viiiting MafFerfdorf, a Saxon village, about 
half a German mile diftant from it, where 
there is one of the high mountains, ufually 
afcended by travellers, called the Tafelfichte; 
and what was much more interefting to us, 
after having climbed fo many mountains, 
where lives Baron Gcrfdorf, a manofleara^ 
ing and mechanical genius, thoroughly ac- 
quainted with every part of this range of 
mountains, concerning which he has pub- 
lifhed feveral efteemed treatifes- But, upon 
arriving at Flinfberg, we found that there 



' TOJJ^M THEOUOH SILESIA., 0^41 

tvab SQ flage for poft«horfes nearer than 
Graifiinberg^^ two German miles diftaitf^ 
and the place to which we were going. It 
WduH have taken us a whole day to get horfes 
theclce i and as we had no time to fpare^ wc 
were obliged to give up our vifit tq Mafierf^ 
dorf, and proceed to Greifienberg with the 
£ime horfes we had taken at Hirfchberg. 

Greifienberg is the fifth of the mountain* 
towns^ as I have mentioned to you in a for- 
mer letter, and the only one we had not yet 
ieen. It has about, two thoufand two hun«- 
dred inhabitants, and exports the fineft li- 
nens made in the mountains, to the value of 
about a miUion of dollars annually. Our 
tiikie would not allow us to pafs a day here, 
and exaimine themanuia6t(»ries, which, how- 
efrer, differ not from thofe of the other 
tdwns, where the fame trade is carried on. 
Between this piaceand the next iflagc, cal^d 
La^faan, we pafled the boundaries^ and en- 
tered into Saxony. We came the fame night, 
Sunday, tGid<S(ditz. 
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The manufactures of broad-cloth, aodof 
Jinen, are as celebrated through this pro« 
vince of Lufatia as in Sileda; we intended 
to have feen them all, with the fame leifure 
and attention, but have been obliged to aban- 
don this part of our original plan. The 
ihortnefs of our time prevented us even from 
vifiting Zittau, which is diftant only four 
German miles from Gorlitz, and where the 
principal manufactures of damafk table-linen 
are eflablilhed. I did, however, take one 
day to go and fee Herrnhuth, the largefl: and 
earlieft fettlement of the Moravian fraternity, 
from which place the whole community 
bear, in German, ufually, the name of 
Herrnhuters. There arc three of tl^fe fet- 
tlements in Sileiia, near two of which we 
pafTed, in our tour, but without then know* 
ing they were there. I had, formerly, paffed 
in fight of the fettlement at Zeyft, in the 
province of Utrecht, but without feeing it, 
fo that this had to me all the cfied:s of novelty i 
more fo, indeed, than probably it would 
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have had to you, who have feen the Mora^ 
vian fettlements in Pennfylvania. The num- 
ber of inhabitants at Hermhuth is about one 
thoufand one hundred and fifty. In the 
houfe where the young men dweU there are 
one hundred and feventy beds ; in that of 
the young women about two hundred — ^with 
all the ufu^l trades of the fociety, carried on 
in the perfection » and at the high prices f<^ 
which they are every where noted. Befides 
thefe houfes, there are various fiores and 
warehoufes in the town, belonging to the 
community, where they have imported arti-* 
des of all kinds for fale. In the burying- 
yard are the graves of Count Zinzendorf, 
'the founder of the fociety, as renewed, about 
the year 1722, and of his two wives. One 
of his daughters is yet living, and, with 
her hufband, a Baron de Watteville, refides 
at the place. 

I returned the fame evening, Monday the 
8th, to Gorlitz, and the next morning we 
continued our journey hither. The Lande^ 
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ikrone^ a bafaltic hill, not move dun an 
Englifh mile in circumference at the foot, 
and fiive or fix hundred feet high, was one 
of the objedts which it had been our inten- 
tion to fee and to afeend ; but as we pafied 
by it, a few miles on this fide of Gorlitz, 
the weather was fo thick and lowering that 
we could not have enjoyed the profpedt from 
the fummit, and we poftponed it for ano- 
ther opportunity, which in all probability 
will never occur. The 9th we flept at Baw* 
zcn, another large and handfomely built 
town, of which we could only pafs our ap- 

a 

probation upon the external walls ; and ycf- 
terd^y, the loth, came through the fmall 
town of Bifchoffwerda to this place, where 
we arrived at four in the afternoon* 

Having now completed our tour through 
Silefia, and brought you to a place with 
which your own perfonal acquaintance ren- 
ders all defcription and narratives fuperflu- 
ous, I fhallhere clofe my feriesof letters tp 
yout commenced at my departure from Ber« 
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lili> and in future only write you occafion* 
ally, as at other timeft. It has been my 
objed to make you, in fome fort, partici-p 
pate in the pleafure I have derived froim one 
of the moft pleafant tours I ever made ; and, 
at the fame time, to compen£ue in part,^ for 
the negle6: of having, in the courfe of the 
laft fpring, received from you at various 
titnes, fevcn letters before I anfwered <»ie. 
If you fhould think the remedy worfe thari 
the evil, you will at leaft give me credit for 
the intention* 

We purpofe fpending only five or fix ckys 
here, and then to go on to Leipzig,^ where, 
)f we can find convenient k)dgingS9 we 
mean to flay a month or fix weeks^ through 
the feafon of the fair. We have lent -i— 
forward to procure the todgings, i^ Which 
if we fhould not fucceed, we fhall prolong 
our iby here for a month* 

For thefe two months I have enjoyed the 
great and unwonted pleafure of hearing and 
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knowing fcarcely any thing that is going 
foiward in the political world. It has been 
a period of armiftice upon this continent^ 
and therefore a time of little intereft and 
little ^onfequence. The trade ot human 
butcheiy» I am told^ is now about to com- 
mence again. But either it is mere demon- 
ftatkm between the parties to fee which can 
be bullied into the other's terms ; or the war, 
if renewed, will be very Ihort. The balance 
is now fo decifively preponderant on the fide 
of France, that it is not in the power of For- 
tune to turn it againft her j and if Auftria 
fights again, it will only be to bleed away 
till the laft drop of life fhall call with irre-r 
fiftible neceffity to be flopped. 

The fuccefs of the French this campjjign, 
and the profpedis of our next eledlion, have 
likewife occafioned the failure of our tom- 
miilioners in France, to obtain that indem* 
nification, to which, in juftice, we were en- 
titled ; though from robbery reduced to beg- 
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gary, the plundered can never have much 
hope of reftitution. They probably think, 
by their prefent fyftem, to decide the fate of 
our election for a change, and by all the ac-» 
counts I have from America they have good 
jreafon for this opinion. 

Yours, 6cc^ 
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LETTER XXIX- 

Drefden^The EteSior^s CotleSiion of Prints 
--^Mr. E. — LordH.-^MeiJfen^^Porcelain 
MaHnfaShry^Wermfiorf^Cafile of Hu^ 
hertjburg — Leipzig. 

Leipzig, 24th September i8oo« 

I CONTINUE tonumbeF my letters, although 
the feries containing the journal of our Sile« 
fian tour is clofed, fo that until our return to 
Berlin you may know whether you receive 
all thofe I write* At Drefden, from which 
my laft to you was dated, we fpent fix days, 
in the courfe of which I renewed my ac- 
quaintance with the pidture-gallery, made an 
excurfion one afternoon to Tharandt, through 
the valley of Plauen, and fpent two morn- 
ings in looking over the Elector's coUe^ion 
of prints, one of the finefl in the world. If 
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time n^Mld hav« alloviped aie, I ^ould kave 
been glad, Kloewiie, to vifit the boiaitic 
ottoiinttta of St4>Iptti^ and the miiws of Frey- 
berg, in the neighbourhood of Drefden ; but 
I was obliged to facritice thi^ vn(h again, to 
the neeeflity of proceeding as foon as pofCble 
to this town, whc»e we have taken lodgings 
for a month, chiefly for the fake of pafling 
the time of the fair here. 

I fuppofe the reeolleftion of the PlaucP- 
chen grund^ aftd of Thanmdt, is frefli in 
your mind, as you faw them upon your viflt 
to Drefden, fbortly before you left us ; aad 
as comkig then from the level, barren fands 

of Brandenburg, the beauties of their fitua« 

« 

tion mud have made a flrong impreffion 
upon your mind. But after the views upon 
the Elbe, between Auffig and Drefden, 
which we had (een laft year ; and ftill more, 
after having been fix weeks exploring the 
mountains of Silefia and the county of 
Glatz, the valley of Plauen, and even the 
ruined caftle of Tharandt, lofe much of their 
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charm to the imagination, and dwindle inta 
profpcds of very inferior beauty. 

The colledlion of prints I think it qtief- 
tionable whether you faw, and after fpend- 
ing two forenoons in viewing it, we had 
only to regret that we could not devote every 
morning to it for as many weeks. It con- 
tains all the beft engravings extant, from the 
pictures of all the famous painters of the 
various fchools. We could only attend to 
the obJ€(?^s of the higheft curiofity, fuch as 
a feries of engravings, arranged chronologi- 
cally, and exhibiting a hiftory of the pro- 
grefs of the art from its rudeft beginnings 
to its higheft i^ate of perfedion. Three Vo- 
lumes of the works of Nanteuil, the moft 
celebrated engraver of the age of Louis XIV. 
(they are all portraits of the moft diftin- 
guifhed charadlers of France during that 
period, and many of them executed in a 
ftyle which left very little room for improve- 
ment in later times) ; a colIed:ion, in ten 
numbers, of portraits done by Holbein, 
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and engraved by Bartolozzi ; a volume of 
fketihes, defigned by the admirable Italian 
painter Guercino, likewife of Bartolozzi^s 
engraving ; and a volume by a Carman en- 
graver named Baufe, fcarcely inferior, if 
at all, to Bartolozzi^ or any other of the 
Engliih engravers : thefe, virith two voluqies 
of prints from the pidures in the Drefden 
gallery, an incomplete and indifferently ex- 
ecuted coUedion, were all we had time to 
examine. Of this colledion they keep fingic 
prints for fale. I took three of them % 
the Night, and St, George, of Corregio, and 
the Sacrifice of Abraham, of Andrea del 
Sarto, which, I hope, will one day give 
ibme idea to our friends in America of what 
thefe high-famed paintings are. Thefcanti- 
nefs of my finances would not allow me to 
make a larger purchafc, though I would 
have added the Magdalen of Corregio, had 
not the print been fo very bad as to be rather 
a libel upon the picture than a copy of it. 

While we were at Drefden, I called upon 
Mr. E , and fpent a couple of hours 
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with him. Hi? daughter, of whom you 
have heard as the beautiful Mifs E -' -' -^ 
and ivbom we had often feen kft year« vm 
Biarried fome months ago to an Englifli geit« 
tlenaan of rhe name of Payne, asid is now in 
England. Mf . E— - hirofetf is at Imgth 
married again, and his wife is received inN^ 
all companies as fuch. It waa not frosn her 
life and characfter^ but from her former rxt^y 
that oMlacles arofe at ar Saxon court againA 
this. Of mere vice they are all willing 
encmgh to admit the rule, *' Let greatnefs 
own her, and ihe 's mean no more^'' But 
a woman without her iixteen quarters of no- ^ 
hility 1 nothii^g but the neceflity of comply- 
i^ with the profound diegeneraK:y of the 
times, could have made theni acq^uiefce in 
admitting fuch a perfonage to their com^ 
pany. Mr. E— — is in perfon, and at 
times in manners, one of the moft accom- 
plifhed gentlemen I ever knew. He was 
extremely civil to iis laft autumn, though I 
had occafion afterwards to know that his 
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Civilitibs did ndt then proceed from any cot^ 
dial kindnefs towards us ; but that, as Ame* 
ricans, he faw lis at nrft with embarrafTnient 
and diflike. Thefe fentiments, in the courfct 
of our intercourfe with him at that time, I 
believe gradually wore away; and as they 
had probably proceeded from thfc fuppofitibn 
' that his name w^§ odious to Americans!, 
owing to the tra:nfa6tioh at Berlin, relative 
to Mr. Lee's papers, during the American 
war, I found him now defignedly and re- 
peatedly recurring to that fubjedl in his coil* 
verfation. After obferving that it was now 
a circumftance that niight with full freedom 
be talked of as a mere hiflorical occurrence, 
he folemilly declared that the feizurc of 
Mn Lee's papers was not made by his 
orders; that it was entirely the adt of an 
officious fervant, who thought to do him a 
fervice by it ; that when the papers were 
brought to him he did look over them in- 
deed, and found among them only two of 
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any coniequencc ; one the 4raf£ of an tinfi« 
nifhed treaty with Sparot and the other a 
letter from Frederick the Second, or one o£ 
hk minifters, promifing that if any great 
power . in Eluropt would fet the example of 
acknowledging the independence of the 
United States » he would be the iirft to &>!« 
low it«. I am inclined to believe that this 
account is true, and I was pleafed to fee the 
anxiety with which Mr. E— wilbed to 
remove the imputation of having premedi^ 
tated that ad of violence. 

At Drefden we met, at the Hotel dc Po- 
Ic^ne, Prince and Princefs Radzivill, with 
their family, and Mr. and Mrs. Cohen with 
their6. The Prince had fpent the fummer 
at Carlfbad and Toplitz, and was going to 
his father's eftate in Poland j Mr. Cohen 
had been taken ill at Drefden, on his way 
to Taplitz, with a violent fever, which had 
confined him a months and from which he 
was very flowJy recovering. 
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We likewife law at Drefdcn Lord and 
Lady H-r-— ., both of them perfon$ of fo 
tnucb celebrity in their way, that I dare fay 
you have beard their ftory. Lord H-— 
had come through Berlin fiiice we left it for 
tiuT tour, and had brought a letter of intro- 
dudion to me. I therefore called upon him^ 
but L"   '  ■' had no inclination to form an 
acquaintance i^ith his ludy, and declined 
irifiting her. Lord H-  '  , you know, ii 

the nephew of — •, and has been 

educated to his fyftem of politics, which he 
endeavours to fupport in the Houfe of Peers* 
It is, in every refpeft, an unhappy fyfteni 
for an Englifli nobleman, and for one juil: 
entering upon the world is peculiarly unprb- 
miiing^ The hiftory of his connexion with 
the woman who is now his wife has cafl 
a much darker fhade upon his moral charac-> 
ter, though it is generally underftood that 
HE was, in that cafe, the p^rty (educed* He 
is not more than iive-and-twenty, at leail 
ten years younger than the lady. 
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We left Drefden on the 1 6th infbnt, came 
that night as far as MeiiTen, and the next 
day the remainder of the way to this place. 
The road is excellent, and, for fome miles 
from Drefden, the country looks like one 
continued vineyard. As the vintage feafon 
is juft at han4, the vines are every wl^ere 
loaded with clufters of grapes juft ready for 
the prefs, and gratify the traveller ftill with 
the appearance of plenty, after the gathering 
of the harveft has given to the reft of the 
land that of barrennefs. At Meiffen is the 
great manufacture of Saxon porcelain, which 
we had not time, however, to fee. At 
Wcrmfdorf, a village about five German 
miles before Leipzig, is the caftle of Hu- 
bertfburg, famous as being the place where 
the peace was concluded which terminated 
the feven years war. 

Of Leipzig itfelf, I nriay, perhaps, in 
the cour fe of a , month have more to fay 
jhan I have found hitherto. It is a fmall 
compadl town, .containing about thirty thou»- 
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fand inhabitants; but at certain feafons of 
the year, by its fairs, becomes the centre of 
almoft all the commerce of Germany. There 
Is a very pleafant walk, planted with feveral 
tows of trees, which extends all round the 
town, and this is almoft all I know of it 
as yet. 

Yours, &c. 
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LETTER XXX. 

Extent and Boundaries of SileJia^^-^Its IPo^ 
pulation^-^^Early Hijiory — IntroduSlion of 
CbriJiianity'^^^T^be Fiafis^^-^AriciJlaus-^ 
Divijions of the Trovince-^^^Henry the 
Bearded'-'^St. Hedwige^^-'IncurJion of the 
Royal T^artaru 

Berlin J 20th December i8oo« 

I SUPPOSE you flatter yourfelf, that having 
more than three months ago got fairly out of 
Silefia, you are to hear nothing further about 
it, but indeed I ihall not let you off fa 
cheaply; there ftill remains a very (hort 
g^graphical, flatiftical^ and hiftorical ac«. 
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count of this inferefting province, which I 
feel it my duty to write; whether you will 
conceive it yours to read it» 1 need not in- 
quire* 

' The dutchy of Silefia, including the county 
of GlatZy extends on both (ides of the river 
Oder, from the mountains of Hungary to 
die Ijpot where the Bober falls into it, and is 
boonded eaflward by that part of Poland 
which was Jaft incorporated with the Pruf- 
£an monarchy ; fouthward, by the principa- 
lity of Tefchen and the Carpathian moun- 
tains s weft ward, by Bohemia and the Saxon 
province of Luface; and northward, by the 
New March of Brandenburg. The furamit 
of the Giant Mountains forms the boundary- 
line to the fouthward and weft ward. It is; 
about two hundred of our naiks in length,, 
and about ninety in average width. It has 
^en remarked. by the hiftorians of this pro- 
Tince, that it is furrouoded by iive diftiiid; 
nations, fpeaking as mflny different kot- 
guagcs— *tke Poles, HuDgaiians^ fio^mtatlH^ 
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Vaadak (of the l^C9i March), and Gcr* 

A cenfus of the population has been taken 
every year fince 1763. There were in the 
year 1756 between eleven and twelve hun- 
dred thoufand inhabitants; in 1763, after 
the ieven years war, the numbers were re- 
duced to lefs than eleven hundred tfaouland; 
the enumeration of 1799 gave a refult of 
nearly one million nine hundred thoufand. 
According to this increafe, the population 
would be doubled in a period of feventy 
years ; a growth as extraordinary for its ra« 
pidity in Europe as it would be for its flow^ 
Hefs in America. 

You know there is fcarcely a city or pro- 
vince in Europe without its fabulous origin 
and long traditionary tale^ antecedent to any 
genuine hiftorical information. The Sile- 
iians are not without voluminous writers 
upon their antiquities, and one of them 
gravely derives the name and defcent of his 
country fr(»i the prophet EHfia : you might 



a65 ACCOUNT OF SILESIA. 

as well derive a boot-jack from a cork-fcrcw-; 
but the merit of moft genealogical deriva- 
tions confifts in their abfurdity. 

Another hobby-horfe, common to almoft 
every village in the north of Europe^ is to 
find itfelf mentioned with fome panegyric in 
ihc famous treatife of Tacitus concerning 
the Germans. Thus the Silefian antiqua- 
ries remihd their readers that the Elyfiafis 
are mentioned in that work as one of the 
moft powerful tribes of the Lygians. 

However this may be, it is known, that in 
the fixth centuty of the Chriftian a&ra the 
tncient inhabitants of the country were con-i 
quercd by one of thofe numerous fwarms of 
Sclavcmians and Vandals, who, iiTuing from 
the borders of the Black Sea, over- ran fo great 
z part of Europe. At that period Silefia is 
confidered as having formed a part of Po- 
lapd, and with it was, either by Charle^v 
snagne or fome of his fucceflbrs, rendered 
tributary to the Getmcm. empire^ : 

About the iniddle of the tmth. century 
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was the period when the Chriftian religion 
was here introduced; and the bifhopric of 
Breflau was founded by the Polilh Duke 
Ariciflaus, of the race of Piaft, which had 
then for fomewhat more than an hundred 
years been in poffcflion of the fovereignty. 

You remember in the letter which gave 
you an account of our paffing through Lieg- 
nitz, I mentioned the melancholy monu- 
mental infcription in the Jcfuits* church at 
that place, upon the lad defcendant of the 
Piafts: this circumdance has perhaps ex-^ 
cited your curiofity to know (bmething about 
the firft founder of the family, and the 
manner of his obtaining the fupreme au- 
thority in his country. 

He was, fay the old Silefian chronicles, 
an honeft farmer, who fubfifted by agricul- 
ture and* by raifing bees. After the death 
of his predcceffor, who had been (o cruel a 
tyrant, that, with his wife and children, he 
was devoured by the mice, a general elec- 
tion of the perfon to be clothed with the 
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foyal dignity was juft at hand, when art 
angel, difguifed as a traveller, came to th6 
houfe of Piaft, who received him with fa 
much hofpitality and treated hitn fo plentc- 
oufly with roaft pork and mcad^ that the 
angel at his departure left a hlcffing behind 
him, fo that every barrel brought into the 
houfe fpontaneoufly filled with mead„ and 
every platter in like manner filled with a 
fpare-rib. With thefe provifions the angel 
directed his hoft to entertain the voters at the 
eledion ; and the refult was, that Piaft was 
chofen king. Leave out, fays a hiftorian of 
Silefia, the Deus ex machina^ and you will 
think you • are reading the account of an 
eledlion for a member of the Britifh par- 
liament. 

His defcendant, Ariciflaus, was bom 
blind, but at the feaft given to celebrate the 
happy event of his birth, he opened his 
eyes: this was an evident prefage of his 
eonverfion to Chriftianity. The motive 
which finally produced this regeneration was 
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€i}ually forciUe: he had k^pt feven iniC* 
trefies, and yet could get no children ; the 
holy Catholic faith was recommended to 
him as a recipe to cure barrennefs ; accord* 
ingly he was baptized, married a Bohcmiaa 
princefsy and begat fons and daughters* 

In the year 1 163, by one of thofe divi* 
fions of a kingdom between fe veral childieo, 
which were common in many parts of Eu- 
rope during the middle ages, Siiefia was 
feparated from Poland, and thenceforward 
fiMT fome time was governed by its owa 
dukes ; it was foon after again fubdivided 
into three feparate fovereignties ; thefe in 
procefs of time met with the fame fate, 
until the province was cut up into almoft as 
many dukedoms and principalities as it con« 
tained cities. This parcelling out of the 
country greatly facilitated, in thefequel, the 
conqueft of the whole by the kings of Bo- 
hemia. 

One of the earlieft dukes was Henrv the 
Bearded^ whofe reign began in the year 
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1 20I ; he was the huiband of Su Hedwige^ 
who was canonized a few jcars after her 
death, and has ever fince been the patron- 
efs of Silefia. She was a daughter of a 
Count of Baden^ had been educated in a 
cloifter, and prevailed upon her hufband to 
fquander almoft all his revenues and a great 
part of his domains in founding, endowing, 
and enriching religious houfes. In one of 
my letters from Hirfchberg I mentioned one 
of the churches built by her, which you will 
perhaps recolle<5t. She and her hufband 
both poffefTed fome valuable qualities; but 
the grounds upon which flie was raifed to 
the fenate of the Roman Catholic mytho- 
logy were, her fuperftition, her exccflive 
veneration for the monks, and, above all, 
her liberality to the church. 

Her fon, who fucceeded his father and bore 
Iris name, was fo well educated in the fame 
principles, and fo faithfully pradlifed them, 
that he obtained the furname o£^ the Pious. 
He was flain in a bloody battle fought near 
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Liegnitz, againft a horde of Mogul Tartars^ 
who to the number of fevcral hundred thou* 
fand invaded Poland and Silefia in the year 
1 241. The objedl of thefe barbarians was, 
however, plunder rather than conqueft ; fot 
they withdrew from Silefia in May 1241, 
leaving ruin and defolation as memorials of 
their vifit. 
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LETTER XXXI. 

4 

IntfJoduSiion of the Magdeburg Law ly St. 
Hedwige^^^^CaJimir Duke of ^efchen 
jolicits the Aid of Wencejlaus King of 
Bohemia^ againft Henry Duke of BreJIau 
•mmOther Princes follow his Example. 

Berlin^ aoth December 1800; 

Saint Hcdwigc, by birth a German, had 
taken great and fuccefsful pains to prevail 
upon many of her countrymen to fettle in 
Silefia i and her fon, in complacency to 
them, introduced into the country what is 
called the Magdeburg^ or German lansu 
You remember Blackftone*s account of the 
manner in which the civil and canon laws 
were propagated all over Europe in the 
courfe o£^ the twelfth and thirteenth centu- 
ries, and the refiftance, more or Icfs fucccfl^ 
ful, againft their introdud;ion by the parti- 
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tXAB 6f the ancfeat cbthman law of ihp ft^ 
Veral countfieft« The refult alAioft everf 
wheYe vtMf that the ancient ufages and Cuf* 
tonVs wef e blended with the forms ahd with 
niany of the principles of the new fyftbms 
form a new code i and fuch, among others^ 
was the Magdeburg law^ It bore the name 
of that city becaufe the court of fitaal appeal 
for all caufe^ arifing under it was eilabliihed 
at Magdeburg. This cuftom of receiving 
from a foreign tribunal or college the final 
^snteiice iti litigated caufes, prevailed in Si* 
kfift until the middle of the fikteenth 
fcefttury. 

• At the bcgimiing of the fourte<*th cfiflturyi 
in confequence of the frequent divifions and 
:^bdiVifiotos of thfeprOviAce, which I have 
already mentioned, Hierft werS fijtfeen dukes 
l^igmng at ottt^ ote* the feveral parts of 
Sllefia. I^hefe petty prittcefe^ it i& fuperi. 
4uoud to fay, Were perpetually at war With 
out aftother, ahd cofttinuaHy wr*ftiflg from 
^iat'h other their refpedivi tfominiona : thfc 
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natural confequencc of fuch a flate of things 
foon enfued ; the iveakeft looked abroad for 
ailiftance, and the Kings of Bohemia were 
ever clofe at hand» fomenting all their dif-- 
cords on one fide, and offering their protec« 
tion on the other, to thofe who would take 
it at the price of fubjedticm to their patrons^ 
It is the old fable of the horie, who calls the 
man to his afliilance, and finds a maftec 
where he expeded ah ally. In the year 
' 1288 Cafimir Duke of Tefchen, to obtain 
a competent defence agarnft Henry Duke of 
Breilauy gave the firft ^^mple, which w^s 
foon after followed by moft of the other 
Sikfian princes. He furrendered his duke« 
dom to Wenceflaus King of Bohemia, rcr 
ceiving it again from him as a fief in vaflal- 
age under that kingdom. 
^ Such was the fe^pnd revolution in the ftatc 
of Silefia; and here b^ins the third of th^ 
iix periods into, which its hjftory is divided. 
The change of government was in this cafe 
.owing to the fame capfp .with the preceding 



one. The lame principle of dividing a fo* 
vereignty between feveral children, which 
firft fevered Sileiia from Poland, by a mora 
remote confequence produced its annexation 
to Bohemia. The great principle of the 
feudal fyflem, that all lands are held as fiefs 
under a fovereign lord, was never introduced 
into Poland^ where even until the extindion 
of the republic all eftates were .held as allo- 
dial, and equally divifible among the chil- 
dren of the holder. . The fame principk 
was extended to the fovereign authority ; and 
its effedls, when thus applied, were, by a 
double operation, and after a long feries of 
years, to transfer Sileiia from the ftate of a 
Polifli to that of a Bohenuan province. 

I (hall in my next purfue this compoi- 
dium of Sileiian hiftory. 

Yours, &c. 



T3 
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Mo/} of the I^rimes of Sifejia fuAmii U John 
of LuxftnbHrg^ KingofBobomia^^Renun^ 
eta t ion of the Claims of the King of Poland 
to Sikfia^ and thofh of the King of Bohe^ 
mia to Poland — Orgin of the Huffite War 
^^•Silejia and Glatz invaded by the Huf* 
fites^ ^b^ afterwards fUhmit^^JContentions 
exeited by the lieatb ef Sigifmund^ quieted 
hy John of Brandeniurg'^^^Silefia fecured 
/♦ Matthias King of Hungary. 

It w«8 dwipg *ke reig» of Joho pf Lux«n* 
burg. King of BoJuerold, from 1310 to 
1 346, that mpft of the dukes and princes, 
among whom Sileiia was divided, were pre- 
vailed upon by the ufual intrigues and arti« 
fices of a flronger power, projeding to 
fwallow up a weaker one, or were com^ 
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pelleiJ by fpfcc to fu)brqit tljf Jir doipinions aj 
fiefs pf that crown, The tie pf fubje<tioQ, 
^deed, tp wl)i^h they yie^ed, ^^s )9ofg 
91)4 f^l^ ; £?r they iretaiped iUofoft fd| thcLr 
fov^^gn rights, ajcul fc^rc^ly bound the^-r 
ijf:lvc^ tp the perfofoiance pf any duties cor 
f^fvices. Bi^ tl\e ^;ieat benefit of this cm^ 
t^nign t9 tfoc ^ohcn^iaa Ipings was, fh?Jt| 
iip9n the jejctindtipn qf smy cuie lipe pf di}ke$| 
hi» 4<^ifnipp6 e^h^ted, ^ccpr^ing to thi? 
feudal principle, to t\ys crowQ. The e^e^ 
9^ thi$ qri^mnilance focxa iDcorpo^ated 
ihfCTf^ of the ^pft cppQd^^le Si)e$aii 
^tf)iie$ with t)^ kingdom of Boh^ia. 

The icings of Ppland iliU retained preten-* 
|ion$ to the foveveignty of $ijl^^ and Johi( 
had, on his part^ psetenfions to ihfi cro^n 
9f P.pl^f After IpQg a^tercat^pn and wdr» 
^ j^ty was ppBpJuded ^.t Trepzin, in Mp? 
i^via, in 1335, by vfrtv^ of which, th^fe 
pBC<?aftoips Tveiip riepjpwcally wnouncgd, es^c- 
c^pting yfii^ refpe^^ to two pr three gf tb? 

^Vt(fhie$ wrhu^Ji J&a^ wt yet fohpaiMtpi^hft 

T4 
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Bohemian crown. The Polifli renuiiciation 
was afterwards, in 1356^ during the reign 
of the Emperor Charles IV, fon of John 
of Luxemburg, extended to thefe remaining 
dutchies; and, in the year 1355, Charles, 
by a folemn adt, to which the £le<flors of the 
German empire acceded, formally incorpo- 
rated Silefia with the kingdom of Bohemia, 
Notwithftanding this example, Silefia has 
never been properly confrdered as a province 
of the German empire. 

Soon after this event, during the reign of 
Wenceflaus, foa of Charles IV. broke out 
the Huflite war, which raged in Silefia with 
fuch violence, that the memorial of its dc^* 
folations is, to this day^ frequently prefented 
to the attention of the traveller. 

Charles IV, in the year 1347, founded at 
Prague, an univerfity, which was foon 
after frequented by a great concourfe of 
ftudcnts, not only natives of the country, 
but thronging from. Germany, attradlcd by 
certain privileges, which were allowed to 
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ihidents from abroad, in order to draw them 
thither, and for the encouragement of the 
univcrfity. Thefe privileges not being (hared 
by the teachers and ftudents, natives of, Bo- 
hemia, foon gave rife to jealoufies and dif- 
fentions between them and the (Irangers. *As, 
by the foundation, the (ludenis of the feve- 
ral nations were kept diftindl from one ano- 
ther, the temper which was now intro- 
duced, foon led the nations, in the public 
exercifes, to maintain theological thefes 
againfl each other, and, as it always hap« 
pens when the angry paffions get a firm foot- 
ing in the mind, it was a fufficient motive 
for one party to rejeft a dodrine that the 
ether had adopted. John Hufs, one of the 
Bohemian teachers, actuated, perhaps, by 
the hatred againft all foreign ufurpation, 
which rcfentment againft the privileges of 
the foreigners at the univerfity would natu- 
rally infpire, began to maintain manjrof the 
principles hpftlle to the papal power, which 
Wickliffhad.fet the example of advancing/ a 
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ihoft xifm hpfoTCt in Engird. Qnc pf the 
principal articles upon which he infifte^t 
was, the right of the laity to the cofQmuniQa 
in both kinds. He found an antagonift to 
his doArin^s, in cme of the Germain 
feathers, a Dodor Reiper. From the 
fchools tht controverfy ibpn if&icds to ^fcea^ 
the pulpit^ and to circulate tmong the pfQr 
pie. Hufs's opinions, hefides their <mn fiihr 
ilantial weight, had . all the paffi^s <pf t\\P 
Bohemians in their favour^ and fprea4 with 
great rapidity and fyecefs among th$na.. Th<? 
Fqpe was foon alarmed for his authqirity^i 
Hufs was fummoned as an heretic hffoTie the 
council of Conihince^ afid> upco tfif^^g |9 
xctrad his dodrines, was, by theif dQcnse, 
in open undifguifed violaiton of the Emp^ 
jm'^s fafencondu^, together with his fri«n4 
JcroiTi of Prague, in Ae y«ar «4if , bunit 
at the ilafce. 

But the aiflses cf the teachers ofAy &ryed A9 
Idndiethe enthufiafxn of their c^inims, 9!^ 
4he i^fy of ^^ W&9 kd /«%)ttArf thOR- 
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The Hui^tcs fpon b^p^m? multitude« j thofa 
owltitucks die} not {^\\ to find leaders ; ^nd % 
fivil wgr burft put witji « fury which c?a-» 
t«rie« were not able <q app^fe* 9nd th« de<f 
vnftations of which are perceptible in their 
^(5k8 to this hour. 

The Silefians were invited by the Hui&tes 
to make a commoa caufe with them againfl 
the Emperor ; they not only declined this» 
however* but the Bifhop of Silefia and tb» 
town qf Breilau were, by the Pope's legate* 
prevailed upon to alienable troops* and make 
9a hoilile incurfion into Bohemia. To re<* 
yeoge this affault, the Huffitcs, in the yt^ 
I42$» invaded Glatz and Silefia, carrying 
fire and fword over the greater part of thoft 
province*, ^ They defeated, in frequait fuC'- 
Mflfve b»ttleSf all the armies which the Em^ 
pwcr §Q\iId iend zg^inik them ; and it wa^ 
found (q impoflible to fuppiefs them, that, 
in the ye«r f4&6, by a decree of th? council 
pf 3aiil, the commuiiion in both kinds was 
allowed !^9m ; aft^ which they fubraitted 
themfelves to the authority of Sigifmund, 
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the brother and fucceffor of Wcnceflaus* 
But Sigifmund died in the year 1437, with- 
out leaving any heirs male ; and the queftion 
of a difputed fuccefCon after his death, com- 
bined with the leligious difcords ilill prevail- 
ing to produce a new feries of wars, in the 
courfe of which Sileiia was fucceffi vdy ra- 
vaged by Hungarian, Bohemian, and Poliih 
armies. In 1474 an agreement was con- 
t:luded between the kings of thefe three na- 
tions for the fettlement of their refpedive 
pretenfions. It was efied:ed by the perfua- 
fion of the Margrave of Brandenburg, John, 
who, for his eloquence upon this occafion, 
received the furname of Cicero, It was, ac- 
cording to one of his defcendants, the memo- 
rialift of the Houfe of Brandenburg, a fort 
of eloquence fimilar to that with which he 
himfelf obtained the pofTeflion of the fame 
province — the eloquence of fix thoufand 
horfemen to fupport his arguments. 

In 1478, by a peace concluded at Olmuty, 
the poffeffion of Silcfia was fecured to Mat** 
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ihias King of Hungary ; and from this 
period begins the fourth epoch in the Silefian 
annals, during which it is confidered as an 
appendage of Hungary, where for the pre- 
fent I ihall leave it, and bid you a (hort 
adieu. - 

Yours, &c. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

Changes effedled in Silefia by Mattbias*^A 
Vicercy uppoinied^'^Tbe Princes reduced 
to Obedience^ and a Land^taoQ impofed 
upon the People. 

Berlin^ 30th December iSoo. 

Xh£ transfer of Silefia from the Bohemian 
to the Hungarian dominion, which, as I 
have before informed you, was the refult of 
the Huffite wars, complicated with a dif- 
puted fucceffion to the crowns of both thofe 
kingdoms, was followed by much more im- 
portant changes in the condition of the inha* 
bitants than had been produced by the pre- 
ceding revolutions. The numerous petty 
princes who had fucceffively been perfuaded 
or forced to recognife a common fovereign, 
had retained almoil all their prerogatives j and 
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the Bohertlian kings never could depend 
U^dti that provihcfc, either for military fer* 
Vicfe or fdi- ptcuniary conttibutioti. The 
private feiids between the now fubordinatt 
princes wete nearly, or quite, as frequent as 
they had been before their fubjedlion, and 
the confidetation and power of the monarch 
were feldom jpompetent to fupprefs them. 
It was the manifeft intereft of the; kings to 
reduce the ftrength of fuch turbulent vaflals, 
and for this purpofe they granted frequent 
iftd confiderable privileges to the inhabitants 
bf the towns ; thefe had a thorough detefta*. 
tion for their princely lords, whom they 
much ihore often foutid their tyrants than 
their protedofs. The quarrels between thefe 
princes, according to the ideas of the times, 
were held for regular wars ; but between fo- 
vereigns of fo little power, and who were fo 
numerous, they naturally degenerated into lit- 
tle mdr6 than highwiy robberies. The people 
of the to wiis Wfere continually placed between 
• the rapacity of their lord and that of his 



288 ACCOUNT OF SILESIA* 
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' Enemies; they were glad,/ therefore, to (eek 
in the favour of their kings fuch privileges 
as might afford them a protedlioh, /which 
they could not hope from their arms. Hencc^ 
during the Bohemian.dominion, the conftant 
tendency of affairs had been to deprefs the 
balance of the princes, and to raife that of 
the people. But Matthias, the firft of the 
kings of the Hungarian race, made them 
all bend alike under the weight of an iron 
fceptre; as, by his perfonal character, he 
was one of the ableft princes of his age, fb, 
by means of his ftanding army (for he was 
among the firft kings in Europe who kept 
one), he became one of the moft powerful. His 
fupremacy was felt both- in its good and its 
evil confequences ; he fuppreffed the private 
wars between the princes, and the highway 
robberies refulting from them ; he eflablifhed 
a viceroy, with authority to fettle all contro- 
veriies of that nature by a regular courfc . of 
juflice, and fuffered no new-fortified cafllc 
to be built, and no new tax or contribution 
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to be impoied without his fpecial permiflion, 
Thcfe meafures were all carried into efFed by 
the energy with which he provided for their 
execution, and by introducing that public 
fecurity which is one of the principal ends 
for which human focieties are inilituted. He 
was the benefa^or of all claffes of his peo« 
plc; but, on the* other hand, he oppreflcd 
the princes, by compelling fome of them to 
fell their eftates to him, and by levying 
heavy fines as penalties upon others ; at the 
fame time he burdened all the people bj a 
permanent land-tax, from which, until then, 
they had always been exempt, and which 
they felt the more fevcrely fhr its novelty. 

Yours, &c. / 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

XJladiJIaus King of Bohemia fucceeds Matthias 
as King of Hungary — Weaknefs of IJla^ 
diJIaus^'^^'CompaSi between the Duke of 

. Liegnitz and the Ele£ior of Brandenburg 
^^'^Death of Wadiflaus-'^^Lewis — Silejia 
and Bohemia transferred to Aufiria — Com^ 
pa£l between the Duke of Liegnitz and the 
Elector of Brandenburg declared void^^^ 

4 • 

Luther^s DoSIrines received in Si/efia^-* 
Death of Ferdinand^'''' Maximilian^-'^Ru* 
doiphJI. — Compa£l between George Mar^ 
grave of Anfpach and the Duke of Ratibor 
declared void-^^-^Iagerndorf granted by 
George Frederick to the EleSior of Bran* 
denburg-^Matthias. 

Berlini 31ft December i8oo. 

JMatthias died in the year 1490, and 
was fuccceded by Uladiflaus King of Bohe- 
mia, conformably to the peace of Qlmutz, 
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concluded in 1478. Uladifl.a;us was likewife^ 
about the fame time» ele^ed King of Huc^^ 
gary; and hence a difpute srofe whether 
Sileiia was henceforth to be hejci as ap a{^ 
pendage to the Hungarian or to the Bohemia)^ 
crowiu By the peace of Olmutss, k wf s (9 
have been reflored tp Boheffiia/upon the payr 
ment of forty thpuiand ducats; an4.as they 
weiie.not paid, th^. H^ngariaps coEvtended 
th^t Silefia muil flill h? vie w«4 ^& ^ Province 
of tbetrs. The BQ^erai^niS nod l^ilefians inr 
fifled upon a reunion,, and their wi(hes fiilaUy 
pre^led* 

This Uladiflaus was retnarkable for that 
kind of weaknefs of ch4raid;er which tiev^^ 
can xe£u£c any thing ; and QnQ of its conies 
quences was^ that his grants and ordinances 
wbre often in dkcdi contradidion to one ano^ 
then Thus, by one of his regulations it 
was eilablifhed, that none of the BohGnvftn 
domains ihould be fubjeA to alienation; 
while^ by another, he granted to Frederick 
the Second, Duke of Liegnitz, the ri|;ht of 

u 2 
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alienating his dutchy by teftaitient, or by 
compaA of mutual inheritance. This was 
bne of the expedients in frequent praftice 
under the German conftitution, to counterai^ 
the confequence of the perpetual divifibility 
of kingdoms and provinces. It was com* 
mon among brothers, and among different 
branches of the fame family ; it coniifted of 
ilipulations^ that upon the extindion of either 

• t • • - 

of the contracting lines, the other (hould 
come into poiTeilion of its eilates. The Duke 
of Liegnitz, to whom^ likewife, Brieg and 
Wohlau belonged » accordingly did make 
fuch a compad in the year 1537, with 
Joachim Elector of Brandenburg. This 
event deferves particular notice, becaufe it 
was the firft foundation of the claim which, 
more than two centuries after, pkteed the 
^hole province in the po^eiSon of the 
Pruilian rhonarchs. 

I Uladiflaus difbanded his father's army; 
and having thus rcfigned almoft all the in- 
ftruments of power which were in thofe days 
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efficacious, it was not furprifing that <fais 

authority fell into contempt. The old anar» 

chy of private wars and highway robberies, 

pnK^ifed by the nobility, was lenewed in as 

great violence as ever; they had reduced it 

to a fort of regular fyftem, and the noble 

robbers exercifed their trade with nice di{^ 

tindtions. A Silefian chronicle mentions 

one of thefe uncourteous knights, who be« 

came celebrated by the name of Black Kitt, 

and 9 with his fquire, was hanged in the year 

1502. He made it a rule to plunder iper- 

chants and Jews, but not the learned^ His 

tcfls of learning were like thofe which, in 

^he Engliih courts, entitled felons to the 

benefit of clergy « At the gallows he declared 

fome of the dukes had promifed to fupport 

him, and by way of laft words fung, •* Put 

not your truft in princes^'* His fquirei^ who 

was hanged with him, begged hard for his 

life, and offered, if they would fpare it, to 

be put upon hard labour in the ifortrefs, or 

take a wife« . 
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tJIadiflaus died ih the ytar 1516, and was 
fuccceded t)y his Ton Lewis, a child of tm 
years, who^ in i526» was killed in a battle 

« 

agdtift the Turks under Solimah the Seconds 
Lewis Itft no children ; and ais his only fiftor 
Ahna had married Ferdinatid L Archduke 
bf Auftria, afterwards Emperor, Sikfia,, to^ 
gether with Bohemia, became a pofleflion of 
the Houfe of Auftria 5 and from this occur* 
rence commences the fifth period . in the hiC- 
tory of the province^, 

The compact of inheritance between the 
Duke of Liegnitz and the EJedor of Bran^ 
denburg was ftrengthened by a doubk mar- 
riage between each of their Tons ^nd the 
other's daughter. If tvas therefore vfery pro- 
bable that Liegnitz, iVith its appendages, 
would foon fall to the Houfe of Brandenburg; 
and under that appreh^nfion, Ferdinand pre- 
vailed upon the Stated of Bohemia to declare 
the compadt of inheritance null and void, 
conformably to the ordinance of Uladiflaus, 
that no part of the Bohemian domains ihould 
be fubjedl to alienatioii. The Ele^or of 
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Br&ndenburg entered a proteft againft thi^ 
decifion of the Sutes. The Duke of Lieg^ 
mtz was compelled, to recognife, in .writing, 
the nullity of the compad, but left a folemn 
confirmation of it in his laft will. 

From the time whoi the Houfe of Auftria 
came into poilediQU of Silefia, the weight and 
independence of the princes gradually dwin- 
dled away, and the power of the fbvcrcign 
infenfibly fpread itfelf over all clafTes of the 
people alike* But inAead of the divifibility 
of fovereignty which had for feveral centuries 
been the prolific feed of war among men, 
another had juft fprouted out of the ground 
and taken firm root in it, which had its turn 
of three hundred years to depeople the earth, 
and has but recently refigned the foil to a 
third kernel of defolation. I fpeak of the 
xeligious difTentiotls which blazed out with 
inextinguifliable violence from the moment 
of the controveriy coteamcnced by Luther in 

1517. 

Of dae Silefian princes; nrarly one half, in 
the covrfe of a fefw. years, ei^braced the doc* 

^4 
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trines of the Refoitnation : the reft adhered 
to the Catholic faith, and in alnooft eveiy 
inftance the vaflals followed the examples of 
their refpedive lords. The AuftjFian fove-* 
reigns always found it neceflary to tolerate^ 
in a certain degree, the new fedt which had 
fuch numerous partizans; and experience 
proved that the policy of thofe emperors 
yras the moft fuccefsful which carried tol&» 
ration the fartheft^ 

Ferdinand L died in 1564, and was fiiCt 
ceeded hy his Ton Maximilian, who, after a 
ihort reign, was, upon his death in 1576^ 
followed hy his Ton Rudolph the Second. 
Thi&.prince lived until the year i6iz, but 
bcfoxc his death had loft, by. fucceiflive follies 
and misfortunes, all his dominions. 

During the reign of Lewis, the laft king 
before the Auftrian line, he had granted to 
George Margrave of Anfpach, who was at 
the fame time Prince of I^gerndojf , in Silefia, 
and Lewises greatcft favourite, the power of 
difpofing, l^ wUl or de^ of this principa*. 
lity . George, by virttte of this authority, ooade 
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a compad of mutual inheritance with the 
Duke of Oppcln and Ratibor, who died with- 
out iffue, and George came into pofleflion 
of his eftates. The Emperor Ferdinand had 
declared this compad: null and void, upon 
the fame grounds as thofe alleged againft the 
Duke of Liegnitz's compact, and had taken 
Oppdn and Ratibor to himfelf, with a pro« 
mife, which he never performed, to pay- 
George one hundred and thirty thoufand 
florins by way of indemnity • The Margrave 
George was fucceeded, as Duke of lagern- 
dorf, by 'his fon George Frederick, who, 
having no children, left the principality to 
his couiln Joachim Eledor of Brandenburg. 
Joachin) foon after granted it to his fon John 
George. This was at a time when Rudbl-i 
phus was fo reduced in power, that he did 
fiot venture to oppofe the execution of the 
teftamentary difpofition, which, however, 
he did not confirm. In the year 1612 
Rudolphus was fucceeded^ as King of 
Bohemia^ by his brother MatthiaSf 

yours, &<!, 
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LETTER XXXV. 

Caufes and Origin of the Thirty Tears War 
— Death of Matthias — Ferdinand IL--^ 
Ferdinand III. — Peace of Wejiphalia — 

Leopold — Claims of the Houfe bf Bran^ 
denburg. 

Berlin^ loth January i8oi. 

During the reign of the Emperor Mat- 
thias, and in the year i6i8» commenced that 
feries of events which has left fuch traces of 
defolation throughout Germany, and which 
makes fo confpicuous a figujre in the hiiksiry 
of modern Europe, under the name of the 
thirty years war. Qnc century had elapfed 
fincc the beginning of Luther*s reformation, 
and in the courfe of that time the. princes 
^Q(i people of Germany had become divided 
into two parties pf nearly equal ftrength,, 
one adhering to Popery, . and t^e , qihsx 
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adc^ting the Proteflant dodtrities. The 
Houfe of Auftria, in whom the imperial 
dignity had in a manner become hereditary^ 
continued zealoufly Catholic, and, by unit* 
ing the principles of intolerance with the 
praftice of oppreflion, compelled the Pro- 
te&3,nts not only of its own dominions but 
almoft throughout Europe, to combine in 
leagues for the mutual fupport of each other. 
Such a league, at the time of which I fpeak, 
fubfiiled between the Proteftants of Bohe-» 
mia and o£ Silefia. By a charter of the 
Etftpcror Rudolphus the Proteftants had 
been allowed the privilege of building and 
. ufing churches under certain limitations^ 
fome of which? were not defined with per- 
fed precifion. Several <^hurehes had been 
built in places where the Catholic conftruc- 
tion of the limitations did not fufFer the pri<* 
vilege to ext^d. Thcfe churches were dc- 
ftroyed, or forcibly taken from the Proteft- 
ants by order of the Emperor's government 
la Bdhemi^ ; feveral of the moft vehement 
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of the Proteflants were at the fame time 
thrown into prifon. Thefe tranfadioais 
cauied a general alarm amrnig theProteftants ; 
their deputies from every diftrid: of the 
kingdom afTembled at Prague, and agreed 
upon a petition to the Emperor for the libera- 
tion of the Proteftant prifoners. The anfwer 
was negative, fevere, arid menacing. An 
artful report was circulated by the leaders of 
the Proteftants, that this anfwer was drawn 
upt not by the Emperor himfelf, but by his 
council of regency at Prague, and fcnt to 
him only to be figned« In their rage the 
Proteilants hurried to the palace at Prague, 
ruihed into the ball where the council of 
regency was aiTembled, and threw out of the 
windows, more than eighty feet high, two 
of the moft obnoxious members of t^e 
council .and their fecretary. The Proteftants, 
fays Schiller, could never conceive how any 
one ihould look upon this as an extraordi^ 
nary tranf^dlion i they aflerted it to be ac« 
cording to (he cuflom of Bohe^i mi tbiC 
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Ottly furprifing part of the event was, that 
the Imperial counfellors came off unhurt 
from their fall, having been received in their 
defcent by ^ large dunghill that happened to 
be under the windows from which thcji had 
been ejeded. From this period the Bohc^ 
thian Proteftants flew to arms, and called for 
the ftipulated afliftance of their Silefian brc-^ 
thren ; they received it accordingly, and thus 
the province was involved in the thirty years 
war, of which during the greater part of its 
continuation it became one of the principal 
theatres^ Alternately pillaged, rarifomed, 
and ravaged by hoilile armies, now in the 
chandler of enemies, now in that pf friends 
and defenders; now defolated by Catholic 
Imperialifts, and now ranfacked by Swedifli 
Proteftants; her wealth decayed, herinduftry 
dwindled, her population declined ,iier cities 
crumbled into ruins, and her fruitful fields 
withered into deferts. The fears of the 
wounds then inflidied by the hand of reli- 
gious difcord upon the beauteous face of 
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this cornitTYf rvm at this day, after thp 
kpfe of more than a century aind a half, 
give deformity to many of its features. At 
the peace of Weiftphalia, in 1648, only a 
fmall part of Silefia obtained the fecure pof- 
fcffion of the fame religious privileges they 
had enjoyed before the war. The reft were 
kft at the niercy of the Emperor, who, at 
the interceflion of Chriftina Queen of 
Sweden, was barely prevailed upon to per« 
mit the Proteftants of his hereditary poflef*- 
iions to attend the performance of their reli« 
gious fervices in the neighbourhood, beyond 
the borders of Silefia, and to allow the build- 
ing of three new Proteftant churches, one of 
which was that of Schweidnitz, as I men- 
tioned in my letter from that place. 

The Emperor Matthias died in 161 9, was 
fucceeded by Ferdinand the Second, who 
lived until 1687, and then dying, had for 
fucceflbr his fon Ferdinand the Third. It 
was during the reign of this prince that the 
peace of Weftphalia was acconrpliflied. iHc 
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died in 1657^ ^^^^ which tiifie his fon Leo* 
pold reigned until his death in 1 705. 

During the reign of Leopold, in the year 
V678, died the laft defcendant of the Piaft 
family in Sileiia, George William, Duke of 
Liegnitz, Brieg, and Wohlau, whofe mo*- 
nument you will remember we faw in paffing 
through Liegnitz* By his death the fuccef- 
iion of all his eftates, conformably to the 
compa<5t of mutual inheritance made by his 
anceftor with the Eledor of Brandenburg^ 
would have devolved upon the defcendant 
and fucceflbr of that prince, Frederick Wil-» 
liam, known by the name of TAe great 
EieSior. He accordingly advanced his claim, 
but it was not allowed by the Emperor ; the 
dtttchies were by the Imperial chancery con- 
fidered as efcheated, and declared hereditary 
fiefs of the crown. As an indemnity however 
to the Eledlor of Brandenburg, the diftrid of 
Schwibus, a comer of Silefia bordering upon 
the Eleftorate, was ceded to him, and in con- 
fideration of this he formally renounced by 
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treaty, in the year 1 685, all his prctenfions to 
the principalities in queftion. ' At the fame 
time the Imperial minifter who negotiated this 
convention, by intriguibg with the £]edtor*s 
ibn, afteiwards his fucceffor, prevailed upon 
him to fign a fecret engagement, that upon 
his acceflion to the Electorate he would 
rejlore this circle ofSchwibus to the Emperor. 
This engagement he; puniStually fulfilled, 
obferving to thofe of his council who dif* 
fuaded him from it, that he would keep his 
word, and leave his fiiccdTors, who would 
not be bound by his ad:« to make good their 
rights in Silcfia. He was then full of the 
projed: of affuming the kingly title,. and his 
anxiety to^btain the acknowledgment of it 
by the Emperor induced him to avoid every 
collifion which might have produced a re- 
fufal. 

You have now a clear view of all the 
claims upon which the conqueft of Silefia, 
by the grandfon of the firft King of Pruflia, 
was founded. In his Memoirs of the Houfe 



I* 
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of Brandenburg he ai&rts, that their prctea- 
fions to the four principalities were indifput'^ 
able. By the fuccefs of his arms he proved 
at leaft that nothing was to he gained by dif-« 
puting them. The contefl on the part of 
the Houfe of Auifaria was too unequal againft 
a man» who on one fide could write a book, 
and on the other could head an army to fup» 
port his demands. Auftria was in a iitua^ 
tion fomething like that of Moliere's Sofie ; 
the proofs againft hiixi^ urged by the god who 
afliimed his (hape and name, are fo ftriking 
to him^ that he feriouily begins to doubt his 
own identity: 

Pres de moi^ par laforcey il eft d6ja Sofie ; 
n pourroit biefi encore Titre par la raifon* 

An impartial mind, however^ muft admit 
that the juftice of that claim is, to fay the 
leaft, extremely queftionable, which was ori- 
ginally founded upon a compa^ annulled 
by the conftitution of the country in which 
it was made^ and which, fuch as it was, had 



/ 
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been at a fubifequent period fbrmaU^ Ig» 
flounced for a valtfal^ Confiderarion. To 
fay that the confidcration given tvas not 
ftiffi^iently Taloable, or that the firft Kifig of 
Prttffia had been oVcr-reached in the iiego«i« 
ation, by virttic of which he reftored its 
would be held a feeble airgument without 
the aid of artillery. 

But although it is extremely difficult to 
afcertain which of the parties to this great 
qucftion was right, fuch is the unhappy 
chailaiJleriflic of human hiftory, that theft 
is no di:fi5culty^o find inftance^ dliring tte 
courfc of the tranfadions in Svhich both 
were eflentially wrong. Such was the firft 

f-* • • ft _ 

grant of Uladiflaus to the Duke of Lieg« 
nitz and of lagerndorf, allowing them to 
difpofe of their eftates, oOhtfary to the con- 
ftitution of the icingdom. Such li-kewife 
was thefecret negotiation, by Virtue of which 
the firft King of* Piruffia iteftoied the diftria: 
of Schwibus.' TKe wife judge iii the fabk 
t)f Phsedrus would certainly liavcpr^totoiced 



J >. 



between Frederick the Second and Maria 
Therefa, 

Tu non videris per4i4^ire qixy) ptlls'; 
Te credo fubripuifle quod pulchre negas* 
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LETTER XXXVL 

Death of Leopold^Jofepb I.^Cbarles VL 
— 72^ Pragmatic SanSioH'^ConduSl of 
Europe towards Maria Tberefa — Frede^ 
rick II. ofFruffia ajferts his Claims to 
Siiefa^ and conquers that Province-^ 
Peace of BreJIau-^Hofiilities renewed and 
terminated^^Seven Tears War^^Peace of 
Hubertjberg-^ilefia becomes a Province 
of Pruffia. 

Berlin^ aoth January xZou 

As my purpofe is only to give you the 
great and general outlines of the Silefian 
hifloiy, with a fpecial view to (hew the 
origin of the conqueft which made it a 
Pruflian piovi|iee» I (hall, merely to compkte 
the chronological feries of its Auftnaii {Q^ 
vereigns, obferve to you, that the Empeior 
Leopold L at his death in 1705^ iilw jfiic« 
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ceieded b^ his eldeft fon Jofeph L who dying 
in 1711^ made way for his next bcother, 
Charles Vf. ; this prince reigned until 
1740, at the latter end of which he died, 
and with him expired the male Une of the 
Houfe of Auftria* 

The great objca of his life, from the 
time when he afcended the Imperial tfarone,^ 
was to fecure the fucceffion of his hereditary 
dominions to his daughter Maria Thercfa. 
He had prefcribed this fucceflion by the ordi- 
nance which became fo famous by the name 
of the Pragmatic SanSlion^ which was af- 
foited to by the States of his fcvend pro- 
vinces, and, among the reft, by thofe of 
Silefia. By a continued fcrics of negotia- 
tions for almoft thirty years, and by a va- 
riety of great facrifices, he had obtained the 
guarantee of his difpofitions by all the im- 
portant powers of Europe. Scarcely had the 
breath deferted his body, when the greater . 
ptrt of Europe, and particularly moft of 
the powers who had guaranteed the Piag- 

'.I 
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matic Sanftion, fell like tigers upon, that 
vcxj princefs whom they had engaged tp 
fupporty and waged a bloody war to defpcHl 
her of every inch of her patrimony* This is 
altogeth^ natural, and, as Shakspeare's 
Jaques obferves, " juft the fafliion/* 

Among the numerous princes who flatted 
up on all fides with fome new-vamped old 
claim to her pofTefHons, the King of Pruilla» 
who, like the reft, had guaranteed the Prag- 
matic Sanation, came forward with the dd 
jpxeten(ion& to the four principalities, which 
had been fo cijui vocal in point of right from 
the beginnings and which, fuch as they 
were^ his predeceflbrs, the Great Eledor, 
and thejSrft King of Pruffia, had, for valu« 
able confideration, fo formally renounced. 
The Fruffian crown had defcei^ded to 
the hands of Fredjerick IL biit a jfew 

*  . 

months before the death of Charles VI. 
and the royal philofopher has, in his Me- 
moirs, himfelf alleged the motives which 
fwayed him on this occafion: that the 



ACCOUNT OF S^LBSIA. m 

pow«r of Pruilia was nj^ fuffiefcatly r«- 
ipe^eti ^y foreign ftates at bis acceflionj; 
snd that it was n^ceffary to eftal)lifii a cha^ 
iftdk^r by fofne a&iop of; ef/at with the be- 
ginning of a reigoj that h/t w^s i^rpng by 
the treafure and army which his f^thf r h?4 
]e£t him, the laft of which he had, on coming 
to the throne, increafed w^th dght new regi^ 
ments; that Maria Thereia was weak hy 
her youth and inexperience, by th^ embar-- 
rafiment of her finanpes, 2(qd by the nu« 
xncqrous ^lemies ihe had upon her h^nds ; 
that Silefia was the only prpvince cafy to 
invade, by its proximity to . the Pruffian 
territory, and difabled for i^efiflance by the 
fmalLiefs of the inihtary totcc contained in 
it ; that FrujSia having bcaen raifed to the 
name of a kingdom, by the vanity of his 
grandfather, it was incumbent upon him to 
make it in real ilsreiagth worthy of the title; 
and that he was aoibitious to make himfelf 
a namr. 

In all this there is aboitf as mueh philq? 

X 4 
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fophy as in Sir John Falilaff *$ rafohs for 
fwindling mon^ from Juftice Shallow*— 
*^ If the young dace/* fays Sir John, •* be a 
bait for the old pike» I lee no reafon in the 
law of nature but I may fnap at him/^ 
Frederick fays in his Memoirs, that the pie^ 
tenfions of his houf^ to the four dutchies 
were inconteftable % but he thinks it not ex- 
pedient to ftate what they were. You have 
feen them in my former letters reduced to 
their juft value ; he thought it as ufelefs to 
difcufs them with Maria Therefa as to un« 
fold them in his writings to the public. He 
fent indeed a miniAer to Vienna, with orders 
\o negotiate, if poflible, an amicable ceflton of 
Silefia to him ; but he placed fo little de- 
pendence upon this meafure, that he himfelf 
fays, his army entered Sileiia two days before 
his ambaffador arrived at Vienna. 
^ The mere conquefl of the province was an 
affair of no great difficulty; in little more than 
a month the Pruflians were in pofleffion of 
almoft all Silefia j and when the Queen of 



ACCOUNT OF 8IL£8IA. 3x3 

Hungary was able to fend what forces fhc 
could fpare to maintain her dominion over 
it, thr^ were fucceffively defeated in the two 
battles of Molwitz and Chotufitz; after 
which fhe gave up the conteft^ and by the 
peace of Breflau, (igned on the nth of June 
l^4^f ceded the province of Sileiia to the 
King of Pruffia. 

But two years afterwards the war was 
renewed $ fuperior fortune and fuperior ikiil 
continued to attend upon the Pruilian arms j 
the three fucceilive battles of Friedbei|[9 
Sohr, and KeflelfdorfF, all iffued advaniage* 
cufly to Frederick, and on the 25th of De* 
cember 17451 the peace was iigned a fecood 
time. 

In the mean while Maria Therefabad pre* 
irailed againft the mighty, combination of her 
enemies, and had fecured to herfdf not only 
the remainder of the Aufhrian hereditary do* 
minions, but likewife, after an interval of 
two years, and the ihadow of an Emperor 
perfoiuuted during that period by theEledof 
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of Bavaria, under the name of Ch^rk^ 
VII. had procured the reftoratipn of theimr 
perial dignity to her houfe* in which it ha$ 
remained to this day. Her profperity ini- 
fpired or corroborated the deiign of recovefr 
ing alfo the province which (he had been ia 
the hour of her diflrefs compelled to fi^cirir 
fice ; and in the progrefs of ten yejirs of n?r 
gotiation fhe gathered againft Fr^rick that 
tempeft which he fo gloriouily weatheiedi 
and with which you are wdl acquainted » by 
the name of the fevcn years war. In thist 
much more than in his conqueit, he dif* 
played the qualities which entitle him un* 
queftionably to the appellation of a great 
man. Of this war Sileiia was one of th« 
principal theatres, and one of the moft 
coniidecable objedb. The battles and £eget 
of which it was the fcene^ forip ibipe of th^ 
mod remarkable events in t^ biftory of 
modern Europe, and 9X& full of in^buiSlian 
for i^udents in the'art of war. 8ttt tjiie is 
not the placd( to cnlar^ Wppa '^o. ^opioUs % 
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fqbjed ; it will fufEce to fay, that by the 
peace of Hubertfburg, figned on the 15th of 
February 1763, he was put in ppffeffion of 
all his dominions juft as they had been at the 
commencement of the war, and among them 
of courfe was the province of Silefia. From 
that day it has been an undifputed append- 
age of the Pruffian monarchy, and will, in 
all probability, continue (o as long as the 
pollers of Auftria fhall be inadequate to 
▼indicate the rights which, though ib often 
renounced by treaty, fhe has perhaps not yet 
sibficndoned in her heart. 
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LETTER XXXVU. 

Revenues drawn from Silejia by Ftederieh 
Land^tax^^apitation^tax — Excife^ 



Berlin^ 7thFebnitry 

Xhe moft important change in the internal 
condition of Silefia which followed its. coq« 
(^oefthy the King of Pruffia, proceeds froni 
the precautions which he found neceflaiy to 
iecure it. Under the Auftrian government 
there had been no ftrongJy fortified places to 
bar the progrefs of an invader, and not more 
than two thoufand men garrifoned within 
the province in time of peace. You have 
feen by my former letters at what a vaft 
expenfe Frederick II • ihielded his ac- 
quifition by the fortrefles of Schweidnit^t 
Silberbergy and Glatz; befides which he 
conftantly kept qn foot an army of forty 
thoufand men within the limits of the pro« 
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vince. To defray the coft of all this foice, 
the revenues arifing from the country to be 
defended by it were alone applied ; and there 
cannot poilibly be a more luminous proof of 
the difierence between a good and bad admi« 
niftration of the fame refources, than the 
fadti that the King of Pruffia accomplilhed 
all this without adding at all to the burdens 
of the people who had become his fubje<^s. 
The revenues drawn from Silefia by its 
laft Auftrian fovereigns had been colleded 
from the produce of the domains^ and from 
taxes granted by the provincial flates. Ac- 
cording to the fyilem common to almoft all 
the governiTients of Germany, the domains 
are confidered as the private property of the 
prince. They confift of the rents of his 
lands, judicial fines, the capitation, the 
ranfom of Jews, the fale of fait, and cer- 
tain tolls or cuiloms. The fums raiied and 
granted by the ftates were levied by land-tax 
and excife. Thefe in the laft years of the 
Auftrian government had amounted to about 
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two millions and a half of rixdollars aiiim* 
alty; and the land-tax granted in die year 
1739 was one million feven facm^ed ahd 
four thouiknd nine hundred and thirty-two 
rixdollars. 

Immediately after the conqueft^ Fredefick 
declared that he would t^ke this fom as ihc 
meafure of that which he fhould annually 
require by the land-tax, and promifed for 
himfelf and his fucceifors that no higher 
' fum Ihould ever be required, however (he 
value of the lands in the province might be 
raifcd by improvements. At the fame time 
he abolilhed the excife altogether, excepting 
- f^ in the cities, and took it away in feveral 
abfurd and oppreffive particulars even there. 
By this proceeding the very (hadow of what 
Engliftimen arid Americans lifually confider 
as the moft important principle of liberty, 
the neceflity of the fubjedt's confent for the 
levying of taxes, ovas renewed. In this 
TtfycA Frederick a£led as a conqueror^ and 
in a very arbitrary manner. But it was 
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^tdbMy for the real advantage of the people, 
that one permanent and unalterable fum 
jhould be fixed as the annual claim of the . 
government upon their lands, inftead of the 
uneq^idl and often more burden fome demands 
♦o which they werc liable under the Auftrian 
fway, with which they were alike obliged 
*o comply, the confent of the ftates being 
little more than a bare form. The mode of 
knifing the fum Frederick took upon himfelf. 
-He ^employed a fmall number of officers to 
make an accurate valuation of all the lands 
ih the-province, and of the incomes proceed- 
ing from them. This work wJifs accom- 
•plilfaed in two years' time, and is aflerted to 
ife-dne of tte moft exaft and detailed valua* 
«iOns ©rer made. This being accomplilhed, 
<he alBTefimeat was made upon the income of 
itie landsi and in proportionis varied accord- 
ing to the condition of the proprietors. The 
oftattfi belonging ID the king, the princes, 
ihc nobility, the feciilar clergy, and to 
^shodmaAerSi were charged to ^the amount 
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of twenty-eight one third of their annual 
income i thofe of the peafants were burdened 
thirty.four per cent. ; thofc of knightly orders 
with forty per cent.; and thofe of the 
biihop^ the fpiritual foundations, and the 
convents^ with fifty per cent. It is one ot 
the particularities of this ordinance, that the 
King^s own domains are fubje^ed to it. The 
panegyrifts of Frederick make a merit of 
thiSy thotigh it amounts to little elfe than 
taking from one pocket to put into another. 
It was, however, a good pretext to him for 
charging in like manner the noble and clerical 
eilates, vhich, in many other countries* are 
exempted from taxation. Had he carried 
the fpirit of equity, upon which he made 
this arrangement, ftill further* and inverted 
the proportions of the two firft clafles of his 
aileffinents, the regulation would have been 
yet more honourable for himfelf, and mighl 
be contemplated with more pleafure by the 
friends of humanity. A tax of thirty-four 
per cent, upon the whole annual produce of 
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the farmer's lands, raifcd at all times in pro- 
found peace, as well as amidft the flame of 
war in our country, would be confidered as 
altogether intolerable. Yet there are few 
countries in Europe where the burden is not 
ftill heavier. In many, one half of the pea- 
fant's produce fuffices not to fatisfy the de- 
mands of his government. Frederick's va- 
luation rated the lands very ^ low, and their 
worth has fince been raifed; fo that an ave- 
rage of about twenty-eight per cent. i§ con- 
fidered to be the charge upon the whole 
landed income. The value of all the lands 
was eflimated at about thirteen millions fler- 
ling, and their income at about one. 

The capitation-tax was limited to fuch 
inhabitants of the country as were not pro- 
prietors of lands, in proportions from one 
rixdollar to eight, according to the means 
of the individual. The linen and woollen 
Ipinners and weavers were exempted from it. 
The produce of this tax amounts to about 
one hundred and fifty thoufand rixdollars, 

Y 
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or twenty-five thoufand pounds fterling. For 
the purpofe of colle&ing thefe taxes, the 
whole province is divided into forty-eight 
circles, each named from the city contained 
within it. In every circle there is a landrath 
(an officer I mentioned to you in my letter 
from Frankfort), and under him a receiver, 
who keeps his office in the city within the 
circle. The fchultz, or conilable, in every 
village GolleiSs the taxes due by the inha- 
bitants, ahd at a ftated day in every month 
pays them into the receiver's office : the pro- 
prietors of lands, not included within any 
village, muft pay in like manner to the re- 
ceiver for themfelves. At Breflau and at 
Glogau are two offices of receivers-gjeneral, 
where, at the clofe of each month, the re- 
ceivers o^f all the circles within the refpedtivc 
diftrids render in the monies they have re- 
ceived. Thefe offices are under the fuperin- 
tendence of the governor, or, according to 
the cuftomary Pruffian denomination, the 
Jttinift^r gf Silefia. The moiuhly payments 



tniift invariabjy be made, without any varia- 
tion or dedudlion i but if a landholder has 
ihet with any extraordinary lofs or datmage, 
by fite, (lorms, or difeafc among his cattle^ 
k proportional alloM^ance is made hirn, after 
due examination and eftimation by the land- 
tath : this allowance is not abated from his 
aifual monthly afleffmeht, but is paid to him 
in fpecie out of the receivet-generars office. 

This arringetnent muft often occafion trou- 
ble, fcemingly unneceflary, to individuals; 
yet it is more calculated to confirm and efla* 
blifli a fyftematic punctuality^ than if the 
allowance was deducted from the landhdlder's 
monthly payment. The landrath is refpon- 
fible for the regular collection of the tax; 
and if any landholder run into confidcrable 
arrears, his eftate is put under adminiflra- 
iibhi with an allowance for his own fupport, 
Ivhile the reft of his income is applied to the 
difeharge of his taxes due. 

The excife, as I have before mentioiied, 
is limited to the cities, where it is intended 

Y 2 
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as a fubftitute for the land-tax, 'which is not 
extended to ^hem. But this excife is applied 
even to the moft nece0ary articles of con- 
iumption, fuch as corn and beer* It is col- 
lected by the vifitors and receivers at the 
gates of the cities, a clafs of people with 
whom you, as a traveller in Germany, have 
been well acquainted. Thefe confift com- 
monly of invalid foldiers, who are thus pro- 
vided with a comfortable fubfiflence ; and 
they pay, monthly, the fums coUeded into 
the two offices at Breilau and Glogau, in the 
fame manner as I have mentioned of the 
land-tax. The produce of the excife may 
be eftimated now at more than two hundred 
thoufand pounds ilerling; and, like the 
other tax, is appropriated to the maintenance 
of the troops in Silefia. 

Yours, &c^ 
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LETTER XXXVni. 

Silejian Revenue continued — French Excife^ 
men introduced at the Recommendation of 
Hehetius; but fen t home by the prefent 
King-^Sale of Salt — Tax upon Jews- 
Tolls and CuJloms^^Civil Offices. 

« 

Berlin;, 7th February i8oi« 

The feven years war coft this province at 
lead one hundred and fifty thoufand of its 
inhabitants, and ruined many of its prin- 
cipal cities. It could not be furpriiing, there* 
fore, that after undergoing fuch a feries of 
calamities, and fuch a thorough devaftation, 
the produce of the excife fliould have fuf- 
fered a great diminution. Frederick II. 
without making the due allowance for 
what was fo eafily accountable, imagined 
the deficiencies of return to proceed from a 
defeiSt in the iyftcm of colledtion. Soon 

Y3 
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after the peace he received a vifit from the 

philofopher Helvetius. But, for the mif- 

fortune of Prudian people, Helvetius was ^ 

farmer-general of France, as well as a philo* 

fopher, and perfuaded his hrother-philolb- 

pher-king, that the only w^y to raife the 

profits of his eycife \yas, tocollc6t.it after 

jhc manner of the French farmers-general, 

and by officers ready trained under them. 

This fyftem, it is perfedlly well known, was 

at once in the higheft degree odiQus and 

Qppreilive to the people who paid the taxe$, 

and unprofitable to the goyerninent yvhicb 

raifed theni ; but thefe little inconyenirace^ 

were abundantly CQn)penfated by the confider- 

lition of the immenfe profits derived from it 

by the coUedlors, the farmers-general, of 

which body Helvetius himfelf was fo 

worthy a member* The king took his actr 

vice, and fent for an army of Fretich excife- 

men, which he difperfed in every part of 

his dominions, to take ample vengeance, as 

^he Englifh minifter Mitchel obferved, fo? 



ACCOUNT OF SILESIA. '^ty 

the defeat of their countrymen at Rofbach. 
This was the moil injudicious and unpopu-r 
Jar meafure of his whole reign. The fyftem 
ivas continued, however, until his death; 
One of the firft a<Jls of his fucceflbr was to 
aboliih it, and fend home the French excife* 
men, as you will recoiled; to hayc feep in 

Mirabeau*s book. 

In each of the two chambers of domains, 
or receiver-generals* offices, there is a fub- 
divifion called the office of domain-rents, 
into which all the revenues from the domains 
are paicjf Of thefp domains, the tolls, and 
turnpike payments, for the maintenance of 
roads and bridges, the rents of lands belong* 
ing to the king perfonally," and the ftamp^^ 
taxes, are of an unexceptionable nature. But 
there feems an abfurdity, that the king 
fiiould declare himfelf the only faltrmer- 
chant in his dominions, and fomething op« 
preffive and arbitrary ii\ compelling the 
fubjedt to take a givei^ quantity of the arti- 
cle, whether he \yanl& it or not. This ufage 
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has been, however, eftablifhed. here for 
more than four centuries. On the fouth 
fide of the Oder, the Silefians are fumiihed 
with this article from the royal falt-works 
near Halle and Schiibek ; on the north fide,, 
with rock-fah, from the neighbouring mines 
of Wieliozka, fituated in that part of Po- 
land, which, at the firft partition, was allot- 
ted to the Houfeof Auftria. This rock^falt 
the farmers give in large mafTes to their fheep 
and cows to lick. The finenefs and foftn^fs 
of the Silefian wool is afcribed to the ufe of 
this fait, which contains a certain portion of 
petroleum and bitumen. 

The tax upon Jews, who arc obliged to 
pay annually ten thoufand rixdoUars, for 
being fuffered (o live in Silefia^ is anothejr 
iniquitous fource of revenue to the royal do- 
mains. The obje(ft was fo fmall, and the 
tax in its nature fo odious, that it might 
have been expcdled a monarch who was tole- 
rant and equitable where his intereft was 
not concerned, would have aboUflied it. 
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Perhaps he partook of the common ptcjudice 
againft the Jews^ which, you will have feen 
by fome of my former letters i is unuFualiy 
violent in Sileiia. 

All perfons appointed to civil offices are 
likewife obliged to pay the firft quarter's 
falary into the royal domain office. 

The fundamental maxim of Frederick IL 
in affiiirs of finance was, that the in- 
come muft always exceed the ex^enfes* 
This fyftem is in the prefent reign reftored 
to its full vigour. The revenues from Silefis^ 
are calculated to exceed the outgoings by 
about half a million of rixdollars. 

On the firft of June, every year, the efti- 
mjite of both, for the enfuing twelve mon):hs, 
and the accounts of the year preceding, are 
laid before the king, and muft have his ap** 
probation and fignature. Bcfides this, he 
receives an abftradl of the amount of income 
and cxpenfe to the clofe of every month, 
from the two general offices, The minifter 
of Sileiia has a limited authority to tliredt 
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the payment of unforefeen or contingent 
charges to a fmall amount ; but otherwife, 
no difburfement can be made without an exr 
prefs order from the king. , 

Thus much may fuffice, to give you a 
general idea of the Pruflian government in 
Silefia» relative to the important point of 
finance. In fome refpedts it is a fyftem cqm- 
snon to all the PruiTian dominions. In others 
it is dKlinguilhed by peculiarities which do 
liot extend to the other provinces. But the 
taxes, heavy, as by the above gelation you 
have found them to be, are npt the only burr 
dens which the people are obliged to fup^ 
port, for maintaining the country in a ftate 
of defence* There are others of a nature no 
lefs aggravating, which I (hall referve fop 
your confideration in my next letter, 
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LETTER XXXIX. 

Ptculiar Burdens to which the Inhabitants 
of Silejia urefuhjeBtd by Pruffia. 

Berlin^ 14th February t8pi« 

The burdens to which I referred at the clofc 
of my laft letter, and to which the inhabit- 
ants of Sileiia are fubjedted under the Pruf^p 
jGan government, are— ri. The <;Qmpulfoij 
pbJigation ofjerving the king as foldiers ; — 
a 1 The obligation of giving quarters to the 
troops ; — '-and^ 3. Of performing perfonal 
iabourj and furnijhing horfes for the king^s 
ufe^ that of his army^ and his civil offices^ at 
prefcribed and under^rated prices. — While 
this province belonged to the Houfe of Auf- 
|ria, the people were, in the fame manner^ 
]iable to thefe duties. But they were, appa* 
yently, far lefs oppreffive, becaufe, propor- 
Ijonally (peaking, there was no army levied^ 
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maintained, or Aationed in garrifon» within 
the province, which required the perform- 
ance of thefe fcrvices. At prefent, of the 
forty thoufand men which form the Silefian 
army, about one half are natives of the 
province, enrolled as a thing of courfe, and 
doomed from their birth to military fervicc. 
A certain diilridt is allotted to every regi- 
ment, within which it is to be recruited. 
The commander has a lift of all the inhabit- 
ants of the diftridt liable to enrolment, and 
fends an officer annually round to meafure, 
infpedt, and regifter for fervice the young 
men who have attained the age of fervice. 
The exemptions from this duty are — only 
fons and eldeft fons of farmers, who are 
confidered as neceflary for the tillage of the 
ground — weavers, and perfons engaged in 
fome other ufeful trades-^pcrfons upon 
whofe labour infant families, or an aged 
mother, depend for fubfiftence — foreigners 
fettled in the country, and their children— 
the city of Breflau,^ and the inhabitants of 
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the mountains and mountain-towns, for the 
fake of the linen manufactories. The fer- 
vice of thefe foldiers in time of peace is re-« 
quired only during three months in the year, 
when they are afliduoufly trained and exer« 
cifed, and which clofe with the month of 
Auguft, when the king reviews them at 
Neyfs and Breflau. This Frederick IL 
never failed to do. His fucceflbrs have fre- 
qUently omitted it, and the laft fummer was 
the firft inftance of it under the prefent reign. 
During the remainder of the year the native 
Silefian foldifers are on furlough. Their pay 
continues, but is not recefved by them. It 
is the pcrquifite of the captains, whofe in- 
tcreft is thus engaged not to keep their men 
in fervice longer than is abfolutely neceflary* 
The author of an excellent work on the 
Hate of Silefia, before and fince the year 
^1740, from which moft of the information 
in my late letters is coUedted, alleges argu* 
ments to prove, that the advantages derived 
from the army to the province, are more 
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than fufiicient to balance its inconvenience#i 
He faysi that the garrifons in the towns, of 
coiirfe, put in circulation a quantity of money » 
aflfbrd fubfiftencc to tradefmen of all defcrip**' 
tions, and furniQi a market for the produce 
of the farmer.' He likewife mentions it 
as the principal means of contributing to 
the civilization of Upper Silefia, Where, but 
for this, the people would ftill be deeply 
plunged in barbarifm. The military fervicc 
habituates the pcafant youth to principles of 
order and the pradice of cleanlinefs, which 
they communicate, more ot lefsv 8*riong 
their neighbburs, upon returning to refide 
among thenr ; yet there is no queftion but 
that the circulation of money, the civiHza*^ 
tjon of the people^ order, cleanlinefs, and 
refinement of manners, are far greateft in the 
capital, and in the mountain to^^ns, which 
are not favoured V^ifh thefe liberal garrifonsf, 
and thefe civilizing ibldiers. 

The obligation of quartering troops i^, iA 
time of peaee^ confined to the citieTs. Not 

5 
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more than two thirds of thefc have garri* 
fons ; but a tax for quartering is affeflcd 
alike upon all, and the produce is applied ta 
the payment of the houfeholders who adu- 
ally lodge foldiers* The allowance is of eight 
groffchen (about twenty- five cents* or one 
billing and three halfpence (lerlingj a nionth 
for a man^ and fix groffchen for a horfe. In 
the principal fortreiles barracks have been 
built at the king's expenfe, which alleviate^ 
in fome degree, this burden upon the citi- 
2ens^ 

The mod oppreflive and iniquitous of all 
thefe duties is that of furniftiing labour^ 
horfes, and other articles, at regulated and 
inadequate prices. The farmers are thus 
obliged to furnifli poft-horfes for all periods 
travelling in the fervice of the king, at the 
wte of three groffchen a mile for each horfe. 
The poft- matters make them do the fame for 
all travellers > by what is called extra-poll; 
and while they allovv the peafant only three 
groffchen, they charge the traveller ten for- 
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cvciy horfc he takes. Thus, by the inter* 
vention of the government, the traveller and 
his conductor are both oppreiTcd and de« 
frauded, for the benefit of th&poft-mafters. 
Is it furpriiing that the people give their 
horfes in fuch cafes, with extreme reluc- 
tance, and that travellers are obliged to wait 
for fix hours together at a poft-houfe for 
horfes ? The government itfelf, as a correc- 
tive to its own iniquity, is obliged to make 
regulations, which are meant to relieve the 
peafant, but which contribute no lefs to the 
vexation and delay of the traveller. Thus, 
a limited weight of baggage is only allowed, 
and the poflillions are not bound to drive 
fafter than three of our miles an hour. This 
wretched adminiftration of the poft-ofiice is 
not peculiar to Silefia ; it prevails all over 
Germany; and every traveller with poft« 
horfes through this country witneffes the 
natural and unavoidable effeds of fuch a 
caufe. When an extraordinary number of 
Jiorfes is required for the fervice of the army. 
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for work at the fortrcfles, or for the maga* 
zincs, the requifitions are diftributed, by the 
refpedlive landraths, round the number of 
circles defignated by the domain- chambers. 
The pnces are regulated by the government. 
The like rule prevails with regard to the 
provifions and flores necefTary for the troops 
in time of war. 

Upon tlie fame principle, all day-labourers 
and poor tenants are obliged to work at the 
building or repairing the fortrefTes, for wages 
prefcribed by the government. When it is 
confidered what an immenfe expenfc of 
Jabour Frederick 11. beftowed upon the 
fortification of Silefia, this will appear 
to have been no trifling object in his reign« 
It is faid that he always paid th6 workmen 
liberally ; often beyond the common market 
rate of workman's wages ; but ftill the badge 
of lervitudc remains. 

Yours, 
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LETTER XL- 

Political Confiitation of Silefia-^Tbe ifobles. 
Citizens^ and Peafants. 

Berlin^ a4tb Febraary i8oi. 

The object of this letter will be to give 
you an idea of the political conilitution of 
the province of Silcjfia. By the word con- 
ftitution, I do not here under ftand what 
commonly goes by that name in our country. 
The fupreme power in this, as in the other 
Pruflian provinces, is in the hands of a fingle 
perfon : it is a iirnple monarchy ; but it is 
governed by permanent laws, with regular 
forms ; and the various claiTes of inhabitants 
have privileges which every king, upon re- 
ceiving their homage, promifes to protect 
and maintain • 

The inhabitants of Silefia are difcriminated 
in three clalTeSi by the names of noblcSi 
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citizens (or rather townfmen), and peaiants. 
The nobility confift of the proprietors of the. 
mediate principalities^ You will remember 
to have fecn in rtiy former letters that the 
province was parcelled out, when under the 
Polifh government) into nearly twenty dif- 
tin6t principalities » held by various de- 
fcendants of the Piaft family; and that 
under the Bohemian dominion thefe princi- 
palities efcheated to the crown, whenever 
the branch of the family which tefpeiStivdy 
held them became extindt. In procefs of 
time this happened to them all ; but fome of 
the principalities have ever iince been held 
as appendages to the Bohemian, and now lo 
the Pruflian fceptre ; while others, after the 
extinction of the Piafts, were granted to 
other families. Hence the diftin<3:ion pre- 
vailing at this day between the mediate prin^ 
cipalities, pofTefled by fubordinate proprie« 
tors, and the immediate principalities be- 
longing to the crown. The privileges of 
thefe holders of tha mediate principalities are 

z a 
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tkoie of t^ot beipg bQWm} tp da homage to the 
king) odietwiib than in perfoo j and of hav-t 
ing a fon of governmeot and judicial courts 
of their own appoiotmentt fiibje^ ooly to 
appeal to the higheft tribuoal q( the mon 
narchy, to which alone they 9?e themfelves 
perfonally: aTnenable. N^xt to thefe are the 
dwnerg c^ certain free kirdihipSy pot bearicg 
the tillp of principalities » but, like them, con^ 
ferring the privilege of doing hom$^e in. pcx* 
foH^ an4 of having their own infenor couxtSt 
Oth»Sy which bear the nanie of leiTeF lord* 
ftipo, have likewife peculiar* but lefs cxteo«» 
five pi^ivileges. Laft of aJJ ^omp the counts, 
barons, and nobles, (jd and new^ between 
who& rights there i& little dii9^?rence, con- 
filling principally in the capacity to hcdd a 
xK>1s^e landed eilate, and in belonging to the 
ckfs among whom a]l the high offices of 
ftate^; e(:cl6fiaitical, civil, and military, are 
c»clufive^ diftribuied, Th^ landholders only 
have the right of a fpM ii\ the Hates of the 

-provinces, aod thsy haw l>iit a, lifmte^d power 



to purcliife lands not prcviduny nbble ; they 
arc not allowed to praftifc any t^adc bt rticfi 
chanic pfofcffionf, but may tngzgeitiwhdic^ 
fale commerce. The number of noble famii 
lies amounts to about five thoufand. - - ^ 
The townfmen are the inhabitants of ihi 
cities i or rather this denomination Cotnpre- 
hcnds all the inhabitants of the province, 
other than thofe belonging to the two otheit 
orders. The greateft diftinAiOh between thfe 
privileges of the nobility and thofe of th6 
townfpeople is, that the former iref all pcr- 
fonal, and the latter all corporate. The 
townfman, individually, has no privileges^ 
but^ as a citizen^ partakes of thofe whicli 
belong to the town. Thefe are not uniform, 
and in former letters I have noticed fbftiA 
which are peculiar to Breflau and the moun* 
fain-fowfis. In general, the privileges of 
the towns are — ^ift. To be governed by theit 
own laws of internal police, and by-laws i 
fiibjed, however, to the approbation of the 
government by the defignated provincial ifri* 

z 3 
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bunal, ad» To eledfc their own magiftrates ; 

^ut this i$ cxercifed only by the magiftrates 

thcmfclves ;. generally their places arc for 

liflp, and the vacancies arc filled up by the 

choice of the remaining members, 3d, The 

exclufive right of working or pra^ifing in 

any qf the corporate trades within the city, 

4th, A privilege, by the name of mile-right,^ 

by force of which no trade or mechanic art 

yrbatfocver, whether corporate or not, can 

\fc cxcrcifcd within a German mile of the 

city, but by the burgher? themfelves. And, 

|th, The right of hqlding s^nqual fairs,- under 

ancient grants from the government. AH 

thefc things bear the name of privilcfi|es; 

but what moft of them really arc, the fair$ 

fufficiently indicate. The principle upon 

which the fairs are founded i5 a mojneixtary 

fufpenfion of th? exclufiyc rights pf the cor-! 

|)prationsr— a finglc week, during which a 

flranger may fell a coat, or a pair of Ihocs, 

pY a glafs of beer or brandy, within the town ; 

this Jaft privilege, thcfcfore^ is only a (hort 
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relief from the burden of the. reft. The 
burghers form about one fourth of the popu- 
lation. 

Under the name of peafants^ are comprifed 
all the inhabitants of the country without 
the cities, who are employed in the tillage 
of the land, with the exception of thofe who^ 
by birth, office, or fome fpecial privilege, 
belong to one of the other clafles. They 
conflitute nearly three quarters of the popu* 
lation. Of this great mafs of the people, a 
very fmall part are entirely free. By the 
new Fruffian code o( laws, perfonal iervitude 
is, indeed, nominally abolifhed ; but thefer- 
vices and duties of which it confifled are not 
only retained, but formally regulated by law* 
According to the difierence of thefe fervices, 
the peafants are diftinguiflied by three dif* 
ferent denominations: ift, Peafants, pro« 
perty fpeaking. Thefe are men who pofTefs 
a hut and a fmall piece of land, and are 
bound to do farming work for the lord, 

z 4 
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without pay, a certain number of days in 
die Mrcek : the number of thefe days is dif^ 
ferent upon different eftates. sd, Gardoaers^ 
or perfoas who hold a pkee of ground^ Oir a 
garden^ belmging to the lordihip, upon the 
&mc conditions of farming work for thc^ 
lord, for which they receive a fmaU and 
very inadequate portion of the produce of 
their labour in kind, or a pittance in money j 
for inftance^ about five cents American mo^ 
aey (not quite twopence three farthings Ba^ 
ling) by the day, 3d, Houfeholders» or 
perfons who hold a huf without land, who 
jfubiift by working as day-^Iabourers, and 
pay the lord a fmall tax in money. All theie 
people are, in a manner, appendages to the 
glebe, for they cannot quit th^ ground to 
which they belong without the coshknH of 
their lords, or paying a fort of redemption^ 
fine; which, though very trifting, as it 
ihotild £eem, being only a ducat, is 3net more 
than ttwA of them can^ in the courfe of their 
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lives, command. On their part, however, 
the lords cannot turn thefe tenants away 
from the fpot of land or the cottage th^ 
hold ; nor can they fell the eftate, without 
conveying at the fame time the tenant, to 
hold with the fame rights and obligations 
under the new lord . All thefe fecurities in 
favour of the peafants were introduced and 
eftahliihed by Frederick II.; for, before 
his time, the tenant \vas liable to be turned 
out of his poifeflion at the lord*s plea- 
fufe, and employed in domeftic fervice, or 
left to obtain a fubfiftence as he could. 
Several thoufands of the pcafant farms and 
cottages were, in confequence of fuch prac- 
tices, untenanted and falling to ruin at the 
period of the Prufliaif cpnqueft. Frederick 
obliged the lords to rebuild the cottages, pro- 
vide them with the grounds, cattle, farming 
vtenfils, &c, which had belonged to them 
when prcvioufly occupied, and place in them 
good able-bodied tenants, whom they were 
no longer allowed ?^fterwards f a remove. This 
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fyftem, thus eftablKhed, and rigoroufly . car« 
ried into execution, certainly contributed 
moft eifentially to better the condition of the 
peafants; but it was oppreflive upon the 
landlords, and a manifeft violation of their 
rights of property. Such is the chara(5ter of 
arbitrary power ; its only medicines are ex- 
tradls from the deadlicft poifons ; its moft 
bounteous charities are but the fruits of 
robbery. 

It was one of the moft laudable principles 
of Frederick's life to improve, as far as he 
was able, the condition of his fubje^ts; and 
an abfolute monarch, fincerely and deeply 
imprefted with this wifti, and at the fame 

« 

time endowed with the moft extraordinary 
mental powers, muft, iti the nature.of things^ 
fucceed in a very coniiderable degree. ' Fre- 
derick unqueftionably did fucceed ; and, 
nearly as the veneration of his nation for his 
memory approaches to idolatry, they know 
not half their obligations to him. , Such is^ 
however, th? ipiperfe^Uon of. every thipig 



ACCOUNT OF 8ILESIA* 3^47 

irclattd to human nature, that even the beft 
intentions, guided by the moft confummatc 
abilitiesi and executed by the moft unlimited 
power, are, in detail, oftep defeated, and 
often but partially fuccefsful. Frederick's 
meafures were not always thofe beft calcu- 
lated to anfwer his defigns. Thus, when 
by particular ordinances he made regulations 
to relieve the peafants from being overbur- 
dened by cxceffive fervices, and prefcribed 
the manner in which they might obtain re- 
drefs againft the ill treatment of their land- 
lords, his meafures were adapted to their 
ends, and in a great degree anfwered them; 
but when he not only forbade every peafant 
from pofTefting more than one fmall farm, and 
even compelled thofe who already poftefted 
nK)re, to fell out or tenant with fulUgrown 
fons the fuperfluous number, it is moft pro- 
bable that hi$ ordinance rather « counteracted 
than prompted the,i>bje(ft he had in view* 
It might tend to preferve things in the ftate 
in which they were, and to prevent the dimi^i 
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nution of the number of individuals and of 
families employed in agriculture ; but it 
took off the greateft fpur of induftry, the 
hopes of bettering one*s own condition. 
Where the farmer is thus prevented from 
evet acquiring pofleffions beyond thofe of 
' abfolute neceflity for the fubfiftence of his 
family, it is the more incumbent upon bis 
government to devife means of repairing the 
calamities of accident, of unpropitious fea« 
fons, or of raging elements. The whole 
rural part of Silefia is therefore diftri€led 
out, under the regulations of the govern* 
ment, into focietfes of mutual infurance^ 
from which every farmer who has fuffered 
extraordinary damage by fife, inundations ^ 
ftorms, mortality of cattle, or other cafualty, 
receives afliftance in money, labour, and th6 
articles or animals he has loft. The govern- 
ment likewife remits, for a number of year* 
proportioned to the Extent of the misfortune, 
all the taxes payable by the fufferet^ from 
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fuch events ; and the farmer, who withput 
fuch relief would be irretrievably ruined, is 
thus preferved to the flate, and reflored to 
agriculture. 

Yours^ See. 
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LETTER XLI. 

EccJeJiafticql Concerns ofSilefia — The Catba* 
lies — Lutherans — And Calvinifis. 

Berlin^ 3d March i8of ; 

After having given you a fhort account 
of the civily political, and military confti* 
tution of Silefia, it will be proper to fay 
fomething of its adminiflration in ecclefiaf- 
tical concerns ; an obje<ft fomewhat compli- 
cated in a province, the inhabitants of which 
are divided, with fo near an equality of lium- 
bers, into Roman Catholics and Proteftants. 
, I have, in my former letters, already given 
you an hiftorical narrative of the introduc- 
tion of the Chriftian religion into Silefia, and 
of the dreadful ravages made by the Huffite 
war in the fifteenth, and the thirty-years 
war in the fixteenth century. The hiftory 
of thefe great events, if duly ftudied with 



ACCOUNT OF SILESIA.^ 35t 

a truly honeft heart and an impartial mind» 
is full of inftrudtipn. But even to this day^ 
when religion has fo little (hare in the pre- 
texts of human diilentions, it is extremely 
difficult to preferve that impartiality, and 
cfpecially to feparate the {zOls from the 
colours (hed upon them by the paffions of 
the hiftorian; 

The Silefian biftiopric was founded by the 
converted Duke Miciflaus^ in the year 966, 
and a chapter of feveral canons was anhexied 
to it* The Duke granted them the right of 
levying tithes throughout the country ; which 
had previoufly been a branch of his own 
ducal revenue. The place of its firft efta-^ 
blilhment was Schmograj from which it 
was, nearly a century later, transferred, firft 
to Kezin, and finally to Breflau, where it 
ftill remains at this day. Upon its firft efta- 
bliihment, the biihop's office was neither of 
high rank nor of fplendid wealth. His 
fuoi^ions confifted chiefly in teaching the 
Lord's Prayer^ the Creed, and the Ten Com- 
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mandments^ to the new converts. The 
canons performed the duties of fingersi, fex* 
tons, and fchoolmafters • But, from the 
period of the foundation, for more than fcoir 
centuries, the opinion was almoft univerfally 
prevalent here, as in the reft of Europe, that 
the compendium of all human virtue^ and 
the atonement of all human vice, confifled 
in founding, building, and endowing, 
churches, cloifters, and other religious in- 
ftitutions. To what an excefs this was car* 
ried, appears in no inflance perhaps more 
forcibly, than in that of Count Peter the 
Dane; a private nobleman, who lived in the 
twelfth century, and built in Poland and 
Silefia no lefs than feventy-feven churches 
and monafteries, many of which are ftill re* 
maining. Animated by the fame fpirit, the 
fucceffive dukes continued to enrich the 
biflioprick and chapter with grants and en- 
dowments, until they came into poffeftion of 
princely revenues and eflates, and finally of 
a princely title. The firft bifhops, at thfe 
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lequeft of the duke8> were Italians fbnt.from 
Rome by the popes, who did not let flip the 
occafion of fecuring to themfelves the tribute 
known by the name of Peter's pence. Some 
o( the fubfequent bifhops were chofen by 
the chapter, and confirnied by the people j 
after which the popes obtained the power of 
confirmation* This, however, was reduced 
to a niere form, under the Bohemian alnd 
Auftrian fovereigns of Silefia, who them- 
felves appointed the bifhops, as the kings 
of PruflUa have continued to do iince the 
titoe of the conqueft. 

As all the grants of the pious dukes to 
the fee, were of revenues or eftates belongs 
ing to tfaeih as fovereigns, the principle was 
introduced afterwards, when the veneration 
for the clergy begati to fubfide^ that they 
were liable to taxation as parts of the regsd 
doWAiris . This! principle the Bohemian and 
Aufhrian fovereigns found fo convenient, that 
they infenfibly put it in pradice to the ex- - 
tent at which it was fixed by Frederick IL 

A A 
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when the country fell into his hands— fifty 
per cent, upon their landed income. 

The dominion which the Roman Catholic 

clergy had obtained over the fouls, bodies, 

and eflates of men, excefCve as it was, always 

found refiftance of a formidable charadter^ 

though arifing from very difierent fources* 

.Their power was built iipcxi foundations top 

folid to be overturned by an arm of fi^fh. 

But what kings and emperors had, for m^ny 

centuries, in yain ufed all thf means in their 

power to effed, it Was referved for an Aur 

gufline monk to accomplifli. You have 

iecn, in my former letters, that the prin- 

ciples of Luther's reformation fpread very 

early, and with great rapidity, }n Silefia. They 

were foon followed by a flruggle between 

the old eflablifhment apd the new fe6):, for 

the pofleflion pf the churches and church 

cftates^ which, at length, proved the caui^ 

pf the thirty-years war. TKe event of this 

was to leave the Silcfian Proteftants almoft at 

tlje mercy of their tempor?J foyereign, who 

rdhered to the Catholic caufci and was guided 

^.,. .. .....1. _ •• .». t ...» *^ 
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by the Catholic dodtrine of bringing back ' 
all ftragglers from the church by compuU 
iion. There was only an exception in favour 
of the mediate principalities, whofe dukes 
had embraced the reformation j and a ftipu- ' 
Iation» that the I^roteftants of the other piin* 
cipalities might build three churches. From 
the peace of Wei^phalia, until the beginning 
of the eighteenth century , the Proteftants in 
Silefia fufFered frequent oppreflion and per* 
fecution; and hundreds of churches and 
ichooUhoufes were taken fh)m them/, and 
given to' the Catholic priefts and teachers : 
but in the year 17069 when Charles XII* 
of . Sweden was at the zenith of his 
power and glory, he undertook to interfere 

in behalf of the Silefian Lutherans, and 

-^ 

prev^sled upon the Emperor Jofeph I, to 
conclude a convention, by virtue of which 
the fchool-houfes and churches, taken from 
the. Lutherans, were reilored to them, the 
buil4ing of fix new churches was allowed, 
and the three confiilorieseilablilhed at Brieg, 
L<^tj;, and Woblau. Such nearly r<> 

A A a 



\ 



3^-6 ^CCOWKT OF SJ^LESIA. 

n>ain^d the fituation of things when Frede- 
rick tnad^ himrdf mailer of the province. 
Upon bis firft inv?fioi^ he (Je<;lar?4," ^hat alt 
the feveral fei^s (hould enjoy an equal liberty 
of worfhip, and that the Catholics iQ^ould 
cbntifiue to hold all the churches aii4 church 
goods whith they then ppffeflfed . Both tijefe 
points were afterwards ilipulated as formal 
engagements in the treaty of peace» by 
which, in 1 74^9 the province was c«ded to 
Bruilia* The number of churches at that 
tinoie ipi the country amounted to more than 
two thou&nd'> of which about four hun- 
dred bdonged to. the I^uihpians« Thefe» in 
confequence of the liberty allowed them, 
have fince built about two hundred more ; 
but even now, although they are in number 
equal to the Qatholigs, they pofiefs not more 
than a fourth part Q|f the churches. 

The King of Pruflia declared himfelf tlie 
immediate head of all thq churches m his 
dominions; and for the adminiiba(ion of 
the Catholic ecclefiailical concerns; made the 
bifliop his vicar-gencral. From his fjpiritual 
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jurifdi&ion, an appeal ^a^ allowed to a fyhod 
of ecclefiaftics belonging to the provinces, 
but none to the pope. The king refervcd to 
himfelf the appointment of the bifhop, as 
well as to all other fuperior eccfefiaftical 
offices, and fufiered the confirmation of the 
pope only as a bare formality. He met with 
ibme opposition to the exercife of this power 
from the chapter, but they foon found refift- 
9nce ufelefs, and fubmitted. 

The fuperintendence of ecclefiaftical con- 
cerns and church affairs for the Proteftahtis 
was committed to three uppet confiftorrcs, 
confifting of laymen belonging to the pro- 
vincial government, and of fome clergymen* 
Their fundlions and authority are the famt 
with thofc of the bilhop's vicar-general, 
ainong the Catholics, It confifts of the in- 
fpetftion and cuftody of the churches and 

r 

fchools, the examination of candidates be- 
fore they arc allowed to commence preachers, 
the confirmation and ordination of clergy- 
men, and a certain jurifdiftion in matrimd- 
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nial ccmceras. Each confiftory appoints « 
number of infpedlorSy who, within their 
feveral diftrids, fuperintend the churches 
and fchools, and attend to the execution of 
the confiftorial ordinances • 

There are in the province about feventjr 
convents of monks, and eighteen of nuns, 
which contain about two thoufand fouls. 
The priors and abbeiles ai'e appointed by the 
king, from a liil of three candidates, chofen 
by the members of the convent itfelf. Before 
' the order of Jefuits was aboliihed^ they had 
hei^ eleven colleges, the revenues of which 
are now applied to the maintenance of the 
univeriity at Breflaiil>^ and of fome other 
fchools. 

The prefentation to a common parfon«^ 
age belongs to the lord or owner of the fpot 
where it is iituated. But this is fubjed to 
the confirmation of the King, exercifed by 
the domain-chambers. This coqfirmatiof^ 
is dependent upon the refult of an examina'* 
tion into the character and ientiments of thf 
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person prefented. An oath of allegiance is 
like wife required, as a preliminaiy to it. 
Thefe are neceffary checks to countera^ that 
averfion to the Pruilian government, and that 
propenfity towards the Houie of Auilria, 
which is yet far from being eradicated 
among the Catholics of Silefia. 

Befides the two religious {c6:8 into which 
the inhabitants of the province are divided, 
there are a fmall number of Calvinifls, who^ 
under the former government, were alike 

obnoxious to the Catholics and Lutherans, 
and, therefore, perfecuted and opprefTed. 
But fince they have l)een put on an equal 
footing of religious liberty with the others^ 
they have built churches in Breflau, and in 
a few other towns. Their clergy receive 
moderate falaries from the king, and are thus 
placed above that ilate of indigence, which 
is fo burdenfome and fo pernicious to the 
confideration and influence of the Catholic 
and Lutheran clergy, Thefe have fcarccly 
any other fubfiflence than the cafual fees 
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they ncccive for the performance of their 
fundions, of baptifm, marriage, confeffion, 
burial^ 6cc. ; and thefe being all fixed » in 
money, at rates judged equitable fomc cen- 
turies ago, have fo much depreciated, that 
they Cannot fuffice to fupport a clergyman 
and his family, without ibme affiftance from 
other Iburce^ They are thus obliged to 
devote part of their time to Arming, or to 
mechanic tratles ; occupations which, how-- 
ever uTeful atrd refpeftabk in themfclves, 
have a tendency to degrade them in the efti- 
mation of the people to whom they 5are 
given as fpititual guides, and often with>« 
draw them from the ftudies fuhed to their 
office, as well as from the performance of 
their duties. 

The fituation of the province with regard 
to fchools and inftitutions for the education 
of youth, will, by natural connexion, claim 
our next attention. But this I fliall rcfervc 
for my following letter. 

\- ' Yours, &c. 
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LETTER XUL , 

«*•■ 

Schools and Seminaries for the Injirutlion of 
Touth in Silejia — Syjlem of Education ejia^ 
blijhed by Frederick II. upoh the Recom-^ 
mendaiion ofFelbiger. 

Berlin^ 7th March i8ot« 

I HAVE promifed in this letter to give you 
fomc account of the inftitutions in the pro- 
vince of Silefia, for the education of youth* 
The undverfity at Breflau, and the academy 
of nobles at Liegnitz, I need not mention, 
having noticed them in my 'letters,^ at the 
time when we vifited thofe places. Befidcs 
thefe, there are what we call grammar- 
fchools, were Latin is taught in almoft every 
town of the province, and ufually in con- 
nexion with fome church or convent. But 
the arrangements and regulations of the tri- 
vial fchools, as they are here called, fchools 
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deilined for that elementary inftrudion which 
ought to be difFufed over the whole mafs of 
the people, particularly deferve your atten-- 
tion ; becaufe you may perhaps » as a native 
rf New- England, entertain the prejudice^ 
that your own country is the only fpot on 
earth where 4his obje<% is rightly managed, 
and where the arts of reading and writing 
are accomplifhments almoft univerfally 
poileiTed. 

Probably, no country in Europe could fo 
ftrongly conteft our pre-eminence in this re- 
fpedt as Germany; and fhe, for this honour^^ 
i&ble diftindion, is indebted principally to 
Frederick I L; to the zeal with which he 
purfued the purpofe of fpreading ufeful 
knowledge among all claffes of his fubjedts ; 
and to the influence of his example, and 
of his fuccefs, even beyond the limits of his 
own dominions. To enter upon this topic^ 
with the details of which it is fufceptible, 
might, perhaps, not amufe you, and would 
lead me too far from my fubjedi I (hall. 
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therefoi^f confine my felf to the mcafurcs he 
adopted, and the fyftem he introduced, in 
this particular into Sile(ia« 

At the tinxe of his conqueft, educatioa 
had feldom made an objed of the concern 
of governments, and Silefia, like the reft of 
Europe, was but wretchedly provided, either 
with fchools or teachers. In the fmall towns . 
and villages the fchoolmafters were £o 
poorly paid, that they could not fubfift with* 
out pra^tifing feme other trade, befides their 
occupation as inflru(5tors, and they ufually 
united the character of the village-fiddler 
with that of the village- fchoolmafter. Even 
of thcfe there were fo few, that the children 
of the peafants in general, throughout the ' 
province, were left untaught. This was 
efpecially the cafe in Upper Silefia. Frede- 
rick ifTiied an ordinance, that a fchool fhould 
be kept in every Village, and that a competent 
fubfiflence fhould be provided for the fchool- 
inafler, by the joint contribution of the lord 
of the village, and of the tenants themfelves. 
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The fuperintendence of the fchools Was pre* 
fcribed as the duty of the clergy. 

But, in order that this ordinance might 
have its due execution, it was neceflary to 
form the teachers ihemfelves, properly qua- 
lified to give ufeful inftruftion. This was 
efieded by the perfcvcring intelligence and 
aeal of a man, by the name of Felbiger, an 
Auguftine monk, belonging to a convent at 
Sagan ; a man, fays a Silefian hiftorian, whom 
a great part of Germany muft thank for a 
revolution, not lefs important, though of 
flower progrefs and milder charader, than 
that which, two centuries and a half earlier, 
was accompliflied by another monk of the 
fame order-^— by Luther. 

Felbiger, after fpending fome years at Ber- 
lin, to obtain a perfect knowledge of the 
beft method of inftru<3;ion nraftifed in the 
fchools there, returned to Sagan, and made 
the convent to which he belonged, a femi- 
nary for young ecclefiaftics, arid candidates 
as fchoolmafiers, to acquire the knowledge 
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of the improved mode of teaching. Seve- 
fdi other inftitutions of the fame kind were» 
indue time» edablifhed at Breilau, Glatar, 
and other places, upon his principles, and 
condiuSted by perfons whom he had formed. 
To defray the expenfes neceilary for the fup- 
port of thefe ieminaries^ a fund is laifed, 
cohfifting of one. quarter's falary^ which 
every CathoUc curate is obliged to pay, upon 
being firft fettled in a parfonage. 

With each of thefe feminaries are con<^ 
neifted certain fchools; where the young can- 
didates for the clerical or teaching office are 
obliged to attend, and obferve the praftice 
of the method, the theory of which they 
kam at the feminaries themfelves. The 
clergy are required^ no lefs than the teacfaejrst 
to go through this procefs, becaufe the fupem 
intendencG; over the teachers is intrufted to 
them* No young nun can be admitted to 
eidior of the offices^ without anattefiation 
of his. ^p^alificatiQQ if om one of the iemi- 
Mriss* 
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After all thcfc preparatory meafures had 
licci^ carried into effibA, an ordinaoce wag 
publiihed in the year 1765, prefcribing the 
mode of teaching, as adopted in the feini^^ 
oaries^ ^nd the .manner in which the clergy 
filould fuperintend the efficacious eftabhfii- 
inent of the fyftem. The regulations of this 
ordinance prove the earneilnefs with which 
the King of Pruflia laboured to fpread the 
benefits of ufeful knowledge among his fub* 
jedts. The teachers are dire<5ted to give 
plain infirud;ion» and upon objedts appIi-» 
cable to the ordinary concerns of life ; not 
merely to load the memory of their fcholars 
with words, but to make things intelligible 
to their underftanding ; to habituate them 
to the uie of their own reafon, by explain- 
ing every obje<3: of the leffon, fo that the 
children themfelves may be able to explain 
it, upon examination. The candidates for 
fchool*keeping muft give fpecimens of their 
d^ility, /by teaching at one of the fchools 
conne^ed with the feminary^ in the prefence 
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of the profeflbrs at the feminary, that they 
may remark and corre<5t any thing defcdlive 
in the candidate's method. If one fchool 
fufEces for more than one village, neither of 
diem muft be more than half a German mile 
diftant from it» in the flat country; nor 
more than a quarter of a mile, in the moun« 
tainous parts. The fchool-tax muft be paid 
by the lord and tenants^ ivithout diftin&ion 
of religions. In the towns, the fchool muft 
-be kept the whole year round. It is ex- 
pedted that one month ftiall fufEce to make 
a child know the letters of the alphabet % 
that in two it ihall be able to join them $ 
and in three, to read. The boys muft all be 
ient to fchool, from their iixth to their thir* 
teenth year, whether the parents are able to 
pay the fchooI*tax or not. For the poor, 
the fchool-money muft be raifed by coUec* 
tions. Every parent or guardian who neg- 
leds to fend his child or pttpil to fchool, 
withoQjt fufEcient caufe, is obliged tQ pay a 
double fchool-tax, for which the guardians 
ihall have no allowance. Evei^ cunife muft 
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examine, weekly, the children of the ichool 
in his parish. A general exanunation muft 
be held annually, by the deans of the dif- 
trids, of the fchools within their refpedtivc 
precindts; and a report of the. condition of 
the fchools, the talents and attention of the 
fchoolmafters, the flate of the buildings, 
and of attendance by che children, made to 
the office of the vicar-general, who muft 
tranfmit all diefe reports to the royal domain 
offices. From thefe, orders are iffued to 
tile refptdtive landiaths, to co)rre(5k the abufes 
and fnpply the deficiences indicated in the 
icpofts. This fyftem was at firft prep^re^ 
only for the Catholic fchools j but it was 
ajSterwards adopted, for the moft part, by 
Wioft of the Lutheran confiilories^ Its truly 
refpedtable author, Felbiger, was, in \he 
fequel, with the confcnt of Frederick, in- 
vited to Vienna, by the Emprefs Maria 
Therefa^ and her fon Jofeph Ih Who ap^ 
pointed him dircdor of the normal fchools, 
or femignariesj, m all the Auftriah dbminions^i 



His regulgtion^ have been intro4uce4» sad 
are aded upon, in almoil all th^ Cajtl^pjiiip 
countries of Germany. 

In Silefia they had, at firft» many <^d 
prejudices to contend with. The indolence 
of the Catholic clergy was averfc to the f^cw 
and troublefome duty impofed on them. 
Their zeal w;3i$ alarmed at the daiiger arifing 
from this difperfion of light to the ilabi« 
lity of their church. They confidered alikp 
the fpirit of innovation, and the fp^rit of 
inquiry, as their natural enemies. JSieiides 
this, the fyftem ftill njeets reiiftance fjcof^ 
the penurious parfimpny find ilubJt)orn jlpyp 
of darknefs, prevailing in fo^ie part$ pf tljp 
province. Many villages negle<a: the fyjv* 
port of their fchools ; many individuyajs^ 
;UpQQL falfe pretexts, forbeaf 15?ndi»g their 
children to fchool, for the fake of favin^ thp 
.tax. The compulj(Jve meafurcs^ wd xhfi 
penalties, prefcribcd by the prdiaance, aip 
^uied feldom, a,nd with reJuftance. Thp bepc- 
volent deiign haiS not been jicc9mp]i(h;$i tjp 
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the full extent of which it was fufceptible ; 
but, as far as it has been accomplifhed, its 
operation has been a blefling. That its efFedls 
have been very extenfive, is not to be doubt- 
ed, when we compare the number of fchools 
throughout the province, in the year 1752, 
when they amounted only to one thoufand 
five hundred and fifty-two, with that in the 
year 1798, when they were more than three 
thoufand five hundred. The confequences 
of a more general diffiifion of knowledge 
are attefied by many other fadts equally clear. 
Before the feven years war, there had fcarcely 
ever been more than one periodical journal 
or gaziette publilhed in the province, at one 
time. There are, now, no lefs than feven- 
tcen newfpapers and magazines, which ap- 
pear by the day, the week, tfce month, or 
the quarter, many of them upon fubjecfts 
generally ufeful, and containing valuable in- 
formation and infiruiftion for the people. At; 
the former period there were but three book* 
tellers, and all thefe at Brefiau. There are. 
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naWt fix in that capital, and feven difjperfed 
about in the other cities. The number of 
printing-prefTes and of book- binders has in« 
creafed in the fame proportion* 

Doctor Johnfon, in his life of Watts, has 
beftowed a juft and exalted encomium upon 
him, for not difdaining to defcend from the 
pride of genius and the dignity of fcience, 
to write for the wants and the capacities of 
children. ** Every man acquainted," fays 
he, ** with the common principles of human 
a<£tions, will look with veneration on the 
ivriter, who is at one time combating Locke, 
•and at another time making a catechifm for 
children in their fourth year.'* But how 
> much greater ftill is the tribute of admira- 
tion irrefiftibly drawn from us, when we 
behold an abfplute monarch, the greateft 
general of his age, eminent as a writer in 
the bigheft departments of literature,, de- . 
fcending, in a manner, to teach the alphabet 
to the children of his kingdom ; beftowing 
his care, his perfevering affiduity, his in- 
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^uence dnd his power, in difTufing; pUin itid 
lifeful knowledge arhortg hiA fubjeftsj iit 
opening to their minds the firft and mod im- 
portant pages of the book of fciencc, in 
filling the whole iatmofphcre they breathed, 
with that intelledual fragrance, which had 
before been imprifoned in the vials of learn- 
ing, or enclofed within the gardens bf 
wealth ! — Immortal Frederick i when feated 
on the throne of Pruffia, with kneeling mil- 
liohs at thy feet, thou waft only a king. 
On the fiekJs of Leuthen, of 2^omdorf, ef 
Rolbach, of fo many other fcenes of huttiah 
blood and anguifh, thou waft only a hef&.« 

m 

Even in thy rare and glorious conveirib With 
the Mufes and with fcience, thou waft only 
a philofopher, an hiftorian, a poet ; but in 
this generous ardour, this adtive and en« 
lightened 2eal for the education of thy pco-i 
pie, thou waft truly great — the father of thy 
country — the benefadior of mankind. 

Yours, &c. 
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LETTER XLIir. 

ON THE LITERATURE AKD SCIENCE 

OF SILESIA. 

Kloeber Remarks on his ** Silejta befon 

and Jince the Year 1740" Sile^dn 

' Authors — Opitz — Wolff-^^Garve . 

Berlin^ 17 th March l8oi, , 

As I have promifed to make this the lafl of 
'my letters to you upon the fubje<5t of Silefia, 
-you will not be furprifed to find it fomewh^t 
"mifcellaneous and defultory ; though its con* 
-tents will all have reference, more or lefs 

remote, to the ftate of literature and fciencc 
An the province; a fubje^l natWiaUy cop- 

nested widi thofe of my two laft letters, aod 
.by its intereft and dignity well iCntitled ^d 

ferye as the dofing topic* 

In Qoe of my fotiiver letters I bave told 

you that niuch of the infpjroation you w.ill 
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find in thofe t have written you fince my 
return to Berlin was colledted from a Ger* 
man work, which, under a very modeft title 
of *• Silefia before andjince the Tear 1740,** 
contains the moft concife and eomprehenfive 
model of a provincial hiftory that I ever read. 
Its author^ whofe name is not mentioned Sd 
the work) was a perfon born in Switzerland, 
but fettled in Silefia, firft a$ tutor to 9. fon 
bf the minifter of the province, and after-* 
wards as a counfellor of the domain-office at 
Breflauv His name was Kloeber, 

The greateft defeat of his book is too 
great a devotion to that fa(hiQQable philo- 
fophy which, either being in its eifence, or 
having degenerated into an anti-religious fac- 
tion, has been indefatigable in it^ exertions 
to (hed ridicule and odium upon the pureft 
and holieft dodrines that were ever imparted 
to mankind for their comfort and fupport. 
A lighter blemiih is an admiration of Fre- 
derick II. too undifcriminating, which led 
the author to reprefent, and doubtlefs to f^ 
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ftiany of that great King's meafures in a 
more favourable light than they dcfqrved* 

His comparative view of the ftate of 
knowledge^ literature, the fine arts, and fci- 
cnce, in the province under its former and 
its prefent government, bears fome tokens of 
both thefe faults. He reprefents the former 
as a period of the moft exceffive reftraint, 
the latter as an age of unbounded liberty 
for the Silefian mufes; and endeavours to^ 
ihew that, by a necefTary connexion with 
thofe fads, their former occupations were 
cxclufively confined to words and abftrac- 
tions, the ufelefs phantafms, ori at heft, the 
mere inftruments of the human intellect; 
while their prefent employments were to 
fcrutinize things, and promote the real hap- 
pinefs of human life. But the literary liberty 
of the prefent time is not fo very different 
from its former flavery, as his (latement 
would lead us to fuppofe. The prefs is ftil| 
fubjeijt to a cenfure in the PrufTian domi- 
fiionsi and when it is remarked that Mr« 
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Rioeber's own boolc» though an driginal^ 
was publiihed as a tranilation (torn tba 
Englifli, though in fad: printed at Breflau, 
bears in its title-page the name of Freiburg 
as the place of its publication, and, though 
anojfiymous, expofed its author afterwards 
to many vexations, and almoft to perfecu* 
tion, it muft be owned that he exhibits a 
very indifferent fpecimen of that unlicenfed 
freedom which he fo much extols. 

Neither do I believe, that to difcard en* 
tirely the ftudy of words and abftra<5lions 
from public inftitutions of education, for the 
purpofe of introducing an exclufive appli- 
cation to things, has a tendency to enlarge 
either the fphere of humail knowledge, or 
thai of human happinefs. Perfe<Stion in 
this point, as perhaps in all others, confifts 
in a proper medium ; mere experience will 
never be any thing better than a quack doc- 
torwith his infallible noftrum, as mere me- 
ditation will always be a madman. A fyf- 
tem of education, therefore, founded upon 
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fhe principle of exercifing only the fenfes^ is 
As imperfe<ft as one which occupies exclu- 
fiveljr the underflanding. Words are only 
the tools of haman wifdom; but without 
the tools, no trade can either be learnt or 
ptadifed. Abftradtions are not applicable 
to the common occafions of life ; but moft 
of the common occafions of life are owing 
to the previous and general application of 
abflratflions to things. If Archimedes had 
not difcovered the forty-feventh propoiition 
of the firft book of Euclid, Columbus would 
never have difcovered America. 

Without purfuing any further an argument 
too copious to be duly treated in this place^ 
I fliall only obferve, that all the men of re- 
markable eminence of whofe birth Silefia 
can boaft» were educated* upon the old fyftcm 
of the univeffities. Silefia has for many cen- 
turies been diftinguifhed for the cultivation 
of literature: Melandhon celebrated them 
in the fixteenth century, as being more ad- 
dtded to the arts of rhetoric and poetry than 
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any part of Germany. In the year i68a 
was publifhed, under the title of ** Silefia 
T'agata^^* a catalogue of Silefian authors, 
amounting to more than two thoufand/ and 
whofe writings were upon fubjedls of poli- 
tics, hiftory, genealogy, natural philofophy^ 
literature, antiquities, and the remarkable 
objedts in the province. At this day there 
are reckoned to be about five hundred Silefian 
authors living, whofe works embrace topics 
equally viarious, but with the difference, that 
the German is now almofl exclufively the 
language in which they write, as the Latins 
was then. 

Among this crowd of literary candidates 
for the Temple of Fame, there are doubtlefs 
numerous gradations of the merit upon which 
each individual's pretenfions are founded: 
but very few can ever fucceed in paffing even 
the threfhold, and flill fewer in penetrating 
beyond the firft hall of entrance. Of the; 
three chief worthies whofe names dcferve 
^bove the refl to be recorded, Opitz, Wolff, 
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and Garve, that of the fecond only has been 
much heard of beyond the bounds of Ger- 
many. 

Martin Opitz may truly be confidered as 
the father of German poetry. He was bom 
at Bunzlau in 1597, and died at Danzig in 
1639. He wrote in verfe and in profe, in 
Latin and in German; originals, tranfla* 
tions, and imitations. His original poems 
confift of ap Eulogium upon the God of 
War; a Defcription of Mount Vefuvius; 
Verfes in Praife of Bacchus; Panegyrics 
upon diftinguilhed Perfons, his cotempo- 
raries ; Epithalamiums, Funeral Songs, Ele- 
gies, Odes, Sonnets, Epigrams, &c. His 
tranflations, of tragedies from Sophocles and 
Seneca; of the Pfalms, Solomon^s Song, 
and the Lanfientations;-of Cato's Diftichs, 
and from fundry other claflics* He likewiie 
put the Treatife of Grotius, upon the Truth 
of the Chriftian Religion, into German verfe. 
He publifhed, in profe, a Treatife upon 
German Profodyji and although the poets 
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of the prefcnt age have introduced a greater 
variety of meafures, with all the fonns of 
the Latin epic and lyric verfe, as well as the 
Engliih blank verfe ; yet, for the great eiTen- 
tials of poetical genius and harmonious num* 
berSy it is faid by competent judges that he 
has been furpaflcd by none of the German 
poets of the prefent age. His mofl commoa 
meafure of verfe is the Alexandrine, which, 
in his age^ was much ufed hy the Englifh 
poets too, though afterwards, with reaibn, 
abandoned by them, as too formal and mo- 
notonous: it is the meafure of Drayton *$ 
Polyolbion. 

. Chriftian Wolff, one of the moft eminent 
moral philofophers of the laft century, was 
born at Breflau in 1679, and leceiv^ his 
early education at the Magdalen fcbool in 
that town, as Opitz had done before. Being 
the fon of a poor, though reputable tanner^ 
he had not the means of purfuing his iludies 
to the extent which his inclination urged; 
but it is the peculiar prerogative of genius^ 
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not only to burft through all rcftraints of 

s 

this nature, but often to turn them to the 
greateft account, WolfF happened to be the 
owner of a fingle book, which was Euclid^s 
Elements, with a comment by Clavius; 
this, for the want of others from which to 
fatiate his thirft of knowledge, he was obliged 
to ftudy inceffantly. When this hsid fixed 
the application of his mind to geometry, he 
procured, by frequenting the public library, 
the means of ftudying a lyftem of algebra by 
the fame Clavius. While he was thus em- 
ployed, his curiofity often induced his at- 
tendance at the public difputations held in 
the Catholic colleges, and his taking a part 
in them. He fays himfelf that the concur- 
rence of thefe circamftances firft led him to 
th^ idea, that geometrical demopftration was 
no more than a feries of duly connetfted fyl- 
logifms, fuch as he was in the habit of ufing; 
to fupport his thefas at the difputations. 
This one idea was the foundation of all his 
fame, and tfcc origin of the'tnethod which 
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he always purfued in his philofophical 
works— that of adapting the forms of geo- 
metrical reafoning to the fubjedts of moral 
philofophy. With feme difficulty, and by 
pecuniary afliftance from the magiflrates of 
his native place, he fucceeded in procuring 
the advantage of inftru<n:ion at the univerfity 
of Jena, and afterwards in that of Leipzig* 

His firft publication was a probationary diC- 
fertation to obtain the degree of mailer of 
arts. In this treatife he unfolded his fyftem 
of applying mathematics to moral philpfp* 
phy ; a fyftem to which he adhered in all 
his fubfequent voluminous writings. At 
Leipzig he became acquainted with Leib-. 
nitz, and adopted his theoryj fo much cele- 
brated and fo much ridiculed, of the pre'* 
eftablijhed harmony. In 1707, Wolff became 
profeflbr of mathematics and natural philo- 
fophy at Halle, where, by the fuperior fplen- 
dour of his reputation, and weight of influ- 
ence, he excited the malevolence and envy 
of two profcflbrs, his Colleagues, named 
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Lapge and Gundling. They attacked^ and 
procured others to attack his writings ; but 
finding themfelvcs unfuccefsful in that field, 
they tried another with happier efFe6t. They 
had appealed to the King of Pruilia, Fre« 
derick William I. father of the Great Fre- 
derick, and protedlor of the univerfity, 
fiating the neceffity of fupprefling Wolff's 
doi^rine of pre-eflabli(hed harmony, which 
they contended was tantamount to fatalifmv 
The King, who knew as little about one as 
the other; and thought it only a difpute 
concerning hard words, favoured Wolff the 
mofl, as the moft profitable profeffor, and 
prohibited all further attack againft him. 
Lange and Gundling, however, by working 
with the logic of a fort of court buffoon, who 
was likewife prefident of the Academy of 
Sciences, upon the fagacity of two generals, 
at length fucceedcd in making the King com- 
prehend, that pre-eflablifhed harmony made 
dian a mere niachine, and of courfe made it 
perfei^Iy a blamelefs z€tion in a. foldier i9 
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defert. To confirm this ingenious theory, 
the two generals complained, that iince the 
promulgation of thofe pernicious doctrines » 
the defertion among the troops had actually 
uicreafed to an alarming degree. There is 
no penetration fo acute^ no addrcfs fo well 
applied, as that of dulnefs, infpircd by 
malice and envy, and working for the ruia 
of genius. The rivals of Wolff had touched 
the true ftring to the King's heart. He was 
now fu re that pre-eftablifhed harmony meant 
atheifm, or high treafon, or both, and in- 
ftantly difmifled Wolff from his profeffor- 
ihip, with an order to withdraw from Halle 
wifhin twenty-four hours, and from the 
Pruilian territories within two days, upon 
pain of death. The banifhed philofopher 
found, however, a new patron in the King 
pf Sweden, then Landgrave of Hefle CafTel, 
who gave him a profeiTorfhip at Marburg, 
with the fame rights and diftindions he had 
enjoyed at Halle. The Pruflian univerfity 
Dvas deiertcd by. moft of its itudeiiits; an^ 
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Frederick William began to doubt of the 
pernicious tendency of pre*eflabli(hed har- 
mony* At /JbisRzgt of the.bufinefs, in the 
true fpirit of defpotifm, hang firft and then 
tiy, he ordered four ecclefiaftics of Berlin to 
examine and make report upon the writings 
of Wolff. The report was altogether favour- 
able; and the King, at two different periods, 

m 

in 1733 and 1739, made advances and pro- 
pofals to draw back the - ProfefTor to Halle, 
which he with proper fpirit and dignity re- 
jedted. At the invitation of Frederick IL 
however, upon ^s acceflion, and with the 
King of Sweden's confent, he returned, and 
was reinflated at Halle, with a handfome 
falary, the title of privy counfellor, and the 
liberty of ledturing as he fhould think pro- 
per, without limitation. He afterwards was 
appointed chancellor of the univerfity, and^ 
in 1745, was created a baron by the Eleftor 
of Bavaria. His fame arid his dodlrines 
were now triumphant in every part of the 
learned world; but found, before his death, 
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more formidable enemies in Maupertuis and 
Voltaire than Lange and Gundling had been. 
He died in 1754. The credit of his philo- 
ibphy began already to decline, and at this 
day thoufands and thoufands of readers, per- 
fcAly familiar with Voltaire's ridicule of 
pre^eflablifhed harmony, know not that it 
was pointed flill more at Wolff than againft 
Leibnitz. 

Chriftian Garve was born at Breflau in 
174^, and educated at the univerfities of 
Halle and Leipzig, where he was for fome 
time profefTor of moral philofophy. The 
latter part of his life he fpent in his native 
city, where he died, in the year 1799. His 
works are numerous, originals and tranila- 
tions ; but almoft wholly upon ethical fub«» 
jedts* His tranflation and comment upon 
Cicero's Offices, done at the requefl of Fie* 
derick H. is faid to be fuch as if it had been 
dictated by the very genius of the Roman 
philofopher. His review of MendeliTohn's 
Phaedon, and his remarks upon Fergufon's 
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Moral Philofophy^ thefe writers declared 
thcv would rather have written than the 
books themfelves. Among his moft cele- 
brated produftions is a Treatife upon the 
Agreement between Morals and Politics. 
The laft .work he publilhed was Anecdotes 
of Frederick II. and of his Converfations 
with him. He is certainly to be efteemed 
one of the firft names in German literature. 

Such men as thefe are the higheft orna- 
ments and glory of the country which gave 
them birth. In giving an account of it, . not 
to pame them would be a fort of injuftice to 
the country itfelf. You will not think thefe 
very fliort biographical fketches, therefore, 
out of place, though you will not be forry 
to find me, with them, now bid a final adieu 
to Silefia. 

Yours affediionately. 
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